











MON ZE ZU MA 


NEW KING OF THE GRANDIFLORAS 


You'll love the brilliant, rich and arresting scarlet- ARMSTRONG NURSERIES 


orange color that gives unusual appeal to both the 424 No. Euclid Ave., Ontario, California 


long tapering buds and the exquisite large double Please send postpaid, at proper planting time 
‘ : for my area, the number of bare root bushes 
blooms. In the Grandiflora manner, the plant is of “Montezuma” indicated. I enclose check 
; or money order (no c.o.d., please: Calif. 

among the easiest of roses to grow—big, sturdy, orders add 3% sales tax) 


handsomely foliaged, with an almost unbelievable |_|Montezuma @ $2.75 ea.; 3 or more, $2.40 ea. 
f 


“ass ‘ ; Send, free, your new 1956 rose catal 
profusion of flowers borne singly or in long-stemmed L- f 56 rose catalog 


clusters. Montezuma, with its unique coloring, per- wen 





fection of flower form, and lasting qualities, is cer- 
: pie me : : & ADDRESS___ 
tainly ‘““The new King of the Grandifloras. 


CITY 








SHOP A MAIL 
IN COMFORT— 
SAVE TIME, AVOID THE CROWDS 





In all your life, what Christmas Present did you like best? Remember 


HORTICULTURAL SOIL TEST KIT how thrilled and excited you were on Christmas Day, how you couldn’t 
For those whose garden is their hobby. Lifetime welded wait to get it out and use it? That’s how you can thrill the gardeners on 
steel chest with carrying handles wigs only "As a your Christmas shopping list — Mother, Dad, Aunt, Uncle, or those friends 
easy to follow directions; charts show needs o ifferent : . ’ . : . 
flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. Ma":es Abn 150 tests for nitro- of yours in their new home. They’ll thank you again and again for this 
gen, phosphorus and potash. Also tells whether lime is needed wonderful Gift That Makes Gardens Grow! 


(pH), and how much. Big valve, low cost — only $14.95. 


POPULAR GARDEN KIT 


For the small garden — 
makes same tests, over 50 of 
them, for nitrogen, phospho- 
rus, potash and lime (pH). 
Comes in handsome case 
with clear lucite cover. Direc- 
tions and charts show needs 
of 125 different flowers, vege- 
tables, fruits, etc. Gives years 
of gardening pleasure. Saves 
cherished plants by the hun- 
dreds. Makes better gar- 
deners. Only $5.89! 





They'll Appreciate and Use It 
for Years to Come 


Their flowers will be larger, more colorful, more fragrant and 
perfect in form. They’ll brag about their bigger, vitamin-rich 
vegetables—and have more of them. Their lawns will be a rich, vel- 
vety green all season long—the pride and envy of the neighborhood. 

They’ll win prizes in flower shows. Fanciers of roses, gladiolus, 
dahlias, iris, chrysanthemums—even African violets—will surpass 
all previous triumphs. They’ll depend on their Sudbury Soil Test Kit 
as long as they live—every season their beautiful garden will 
remind them of your thoughtfulness. 












SUPER deLUXE KIT 


oe 
__The, bet! Handsome Easy As Reading a Thermometer 


- 2 @ 
cuach testing. cotutiamn, No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed! 
and carrying handie. More 

and larger equipment, 


i Tells in 10 minutes just what’s wrong with any 
weighs only 12% Ibs. 


pen AB g Bean soil — and how to correct it. These easy tests keep 
Favorite of veteran gar- gardeners from using the wrong fertilizer — and 
deners, florists, nursery- bring good luck with everything they plant. So 
The — (pictured at left). simple to use, even their first tests will be accurate, 

} e Gardener: Gift de- . 4 : ; 
Luxe for only £29.95. reliable. Test anytime, anywhere — in the kitchen, 
Sh ath ht em So cellar, garage, or outdoors. This is the real secret 

i most attention under the of having a “Green Thumb.” 


Christmas tree all during 


the holidays ! We'll Gift-Wrap FREE ! 


Equally appropriate 











or birthdays Sver- Your Soil Test Kits will come gift-wrapped, 
| po —" sighs ready to place under the Christmas tree. If you SEND NO MONEY 
| ‘ wish, mail us the list of names and addresses Order C.O.D. or enclose 
} to whom you want us to send them — we'll check and we'll mail post- 
gift-wrap and mail direct, postpaid, enclosing paid, saving you from 50c 
0 d BY il d S D R e d gift cards bearing your name. to $3.55 in postal fees. 
Use Order Blank right away — when your Kits arrive you'll CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ! 
be so pleased you'll want to order more before Christmas. 








Delivery before Dec. 25th guaranteed on all orders received 
through Dec. 19. Write today ! 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 229, South Sudbury, Mass. 


& Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered, by return mail: ! 
my yeeaad Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each ! 
Better Gar den Guarantee Gs ew eeee Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each r 
Inside each Kit is the famous Sudbury Guarantee. If any meres Super doLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each ] 
user doesn’t have a better garden within a year it can be | Enclosed is $.....+.+.++ Cl Send C.0.D, ! 
returned for a full refund. that's our Daring Guarantee! Py Send postpaid. plus postage. 
' j 
* 
STORES * - Name scoenccshendesibindadiibiedhaiediabsiiieed 4 
Serve your i its | 
customers by St. or R.D....++6+. ooccccccccescecess eee speovesbonssons 6 
having these 
unique gifts BRA, Celgle RM Celgel Simtel ta eek Ol ata Blt mem (el) ae Oe  thniiad sks vankad+bentene Zone...... State. ..scccscece i 
—— 0 Attached is a list of names and addresses to whom please 1 
| Sudbury bearing my name. 
Shoppers. SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 229, South Sudbury, Mass. Lo 2 ee we eee ee ee ed 
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Onder Early fo 
SPRING DELIVERY! 


Make sure of securing 
the plant material you 
desire before we are sold 
out. 


Write today for Kellogg’s 
big FREE 32-page All- 
Color Catalog chock-full 
of bargains on Bulbs, 
Trees, Shrubs, Perenni- 
als, Azaleamums and 
Strawberry Plants. 


R. M. KELLOGG COMPANY 
Dept. 1208 
Three Rivers, Michigan 


Please send me FREE your colorful SPRING catalog. 

















| 


De ee al ee 


NEW Champion 


Rotary Hand Duster 
dusts ALL the powder 


You dust down to the last fluff of 
powder with the exclusive horizon- 
tal agitator and fan in the new 
Champion Rotary Hand Duster. 
You manage duster by yourself. Its 
new shape, stomach plate and ad- 
justable straps are for comfort. 
Put it down anywhere on its flat 
bottom. Top comes off for filling. 
Discharge tube is controlled with 
a twist by one hand for back, for- 
ward or upward dusting. 


Write for literature 
CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 
Mfr, Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6517 HEINTZ AVE. * DETROIT 11, MICH. 


rrr 7 


Distributorships available—write for details 


Leeman ema eman aman amam am am an 


NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 


| JOHN R. REBHAN, Landscape Design 
| 


ERNA W. CASS, General Store Shopping ba 


Flower Grower 


the HOME GARDEN magazine 


December 1955 CONTENTS Vol. 42, No. 12 
Cover—Wreaths by Marget C. Cole, photographs by Roche (See page 42) 
CHRISTMAS 1955 
AMERICAN HOLLY—A tree which should be more widely grown 
MY FRIENDS DECORATE FOR THE HOLIDAYS—Presented by Helen S. Hull .... 
WREATHS SYMBOLIZE THE YULE SEASON—How Marget Cochrane Cole made 
the cover wreaths with ideas you can follow 
FOUR STEPS TO WREATH MAKING—A picture story 
BOOKS FOR GARDENERS—A gift list of books for Christmas or any time 
AROMATIC FAVORS—An original idea for combining old Christmas cards 
with herbs you have grown 
CHRISTMAS CACTUS STILL A TOP FAVORITE—Molly Adam gives tips on 
growing 
SIMULATED POINSETTIAS—Create your 
favorite 
HOLLIES TO TRY IN COLD CLIMATES—Plan to grow your own holly next year 
RED ACCENTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS—House plants particularly showy at 
Christmas by Martha Pratt Haislip 
FOR ALL GARDENERS 
CATALOG SECTION—Timely cultural tips and eee hints for 
monthly reference ; 
GARDEN WORKBE NCH—Designs for building your garden gate 
“MAKE THE MOST OF A TREE’ —Part II of a series of excerpts from the new 
book by Thomas D. Church, noted landscape architect 
GARDENS OF EUROPE—T. H. Everett gives his impressions of famous gardens 
YOU'LL SEE THESE IDEAS AT WILLIAMSBURG IN MARCH—Plan your visit now 
THE EUROPEAN GARDENS I'D LIKE MOST TO VISIT AGAIN—Notes from traveling 
gardeners (continued from the November issue) 
GARDENER INDOORS 
CHRISTMAS CACTUS STILL A TOP FAVORITE—Molly Adams gives tips on 
I occ sescnssvaish ic tagitedeaeiaclacsdda tin snonaahanapScuveesthasis 
WHEN YOU BUY A GREENHOUSE—Important factors to guide your “decision 
RED ACCENTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS—Plants particularly showy at Christmas 
DEPARTMENTS 
READERS’ OWN CORNER 
REPORT OF THE MONTH 
MODERN GARDENER 
TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 
WEATHERVANE 
PLANT FOR PERMANENCE 
POINTERS AROUND THE COMPASS 
IN ci on sei dissuh ces ushn Kensigndbenadiaesaaensaasauescnenranamnenins 
SOUTH 
MIDWEST 
WEST COAST 
PLANTS OUT OF THE 


own blossoms of this Christmas 
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West Coast: Conaway & Klaner 
"Weaate 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT 
CIRCULATION MANAGER, FLOWER GROWER, 
WHEN CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS REPORT DIRECT TO FLOWER 
GROWER, ALBANY 1, NEW YORK, RATHER THAN THROUGH 
YOuR LOCAL OFFICE, GIVING YOUR OLD AND NEW 
ADDRESS, AND ALLOW FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS FOR THE FIRST 
COPY TO REACH YOU AT THE NEW ADDRESS. (copyricnt 1955 BY WILLIAMS PRESS, INC.) PRINTED IN 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY WILLIAMS PRESS, Inc,, 99 129 Uv. 8 A. POSTMASTER IF ADDRESSEE HAS MOVED AND NEW 


, SEPTEMBER 
SUBSCRIPTION 
YEARS $6 

AMERICA 1 YEAR 
Post 





NORTH BROADWAY, ALBANY, N. Y. ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS ADDRESS IS KNOWN NOTIFY ALBANY OFFICE. 


FLOWER GROWER 





A Wonderful Bargain Offer 
to Introduce You to the 
American Garden Guild Book Club 


(( HOOSE any two of the beautiful 

and useful illustrated garden books 
on this page — all by outstanding au- 
thorities — for less than the price of 
one! With this big money-saving offer 
is included FREE membership in the 
famous American Garden Guild Book 
Club — the Club that brings you the 
garden books you need — at special 
low members’ prices! 


af Wiz 


OF THESE NEW GARDEN BOOKS 


ROSES FOR EVERY 
GARDEN 

R. C. Allen. 
grow every variety of 
bush and climbing rose 
All about soils, planting, 
transplanting, pruning, 
pest control, etc. Latest 
methods of 


WORTH UP TO $13.45 


- IN PUBLISHERS’ EDITIONS 
ow to 


= CARE AND FEEDING 

. = OF GARDEN PLANTS 
TAYLOR'S 14 experts show 

ENCYCLOPEDIA recognize signs o 

propagation . OF GARDENING leficiency on 
and hybridization, etc. “Zhin . flowers, Seuite, 
16 color pages. Pub. ed. ; : Ed. by N roth ye and how to apply remedies for 
$3.95 : Taylor, assisted by vigorous, he althful growth! 
68 specialists. New Nearly 300 ps ages, 72 photos 
edition of the most 50 in full col “y Pub $3.00 
complete garden ; >. 
reference book— 
now revised and 
enlarged with over 
a thousand new et 
tries and many 
new sections! Big 
1,225-page volume 
totaling 12,381 en 
tries in A to Z or 
der. 637 pictures 
Publisher’s edition 
$5.00 


how to 
nutritional 
lawns, trees 
vegetables, etc 


you 


JUS 
PL BLISHED! 
> 








THE COMPLETE 

BOOK OF BULBS 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther 
Grayson. Newest and most 
comprehensive book on 
bulbs now in print! Two 
experts tell you everything 
about uses, cultivation ond 
propagation of over 100 
species, for outdoors and 
indoors! 118 photos, 31 in 

color. Pub. ed. $5.95 

GROWING PLANTS UNDER 
ARTIFICIAL LIGHT 
Peggie Schulz. Complete 
guide for growing 
begonias, 


ABOUT 
HOU SE PLANTS 


Montague Free. The most 
authoritative and lavishly 
illustrated book on indoor 
gardening. All about se 
lection, care and cultiva- 
tion of over 1,000 species. 
400 pages, 160 pictures, 
in full color! Pub- 
fisher" s edition $3.95 


et TE SETI 


A TREASURY OF 
AMERICAN GARDENING 
The By Flower 


10,000 
GARDEN QUESTIONS 
how-to Ed. by F. F. Rockwell. 
African violets, whole field of gardening—flowers, 7%” by 10%” volume packed with 
geraniums, amaryllis, shrubs, fruits, vegetables, soils, ideas, practical helps and pictorial 
gloxinias, tulips, hyacinths, etc. lawns, landscaping, pests, dis delights for every gardener. Includes 
under fluorescent or incandescent eases, etc.—covered by experts in Gardens of America in stunning 
lights—-even in a shaded hallway, questions and answers Nearly photos by Samuel Gottscho; articles 
basement, attic! Covers 155 plants. 1,500 pages, over 400 illustra- by Robert Lemmon, F. F. Rockwell, 
29 photos, Just Published! Pub. $3.50 tions. Pub. ed. $4.95 Montague Free, other experts. 


pictures—67 full color! Pub. $7. 
THE GARDENER’S OWN BOOK CLUB 


SAVES YOU MONEY ON THE BEST NEW GARDEN BOOKS 1 MAIL THIS COUPON 
HE American GardenGuild Book 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 
Club offers you the best newly- 


Dept. 12-FG, Garden City, New York 
published books in all fields of 


Grower Editors. Big 


8 ee ee 


24 months—yes, only 4 books during 
your first 2 years as a member—are all 


you agree to purchase! the two 


.89 FOR BOTH. 





Enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, 
gardening—selected by an editorial 


books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2 
panel of famous experts including 
Montague Free, former Horticul- 
turist for the Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden, and Fred F. Rockwell, 
well-known gardening authority. 


Club selections are beautifully printed 
and bound, profusely illustrated, often 
with full-color photos and paintings by 
famous horticultural artists. Yet they 
come to you at an average saving of 
20% from the price of publishers’ edi- 
tions! Selections cover the entire range 
of gardeners’ interests—flowers, fruits, 
trees, vegetables, shrubs, 
birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden 
planning, building and care. But you 
buy only the books you want! 

Membership requires no dues of any 
kind! You do not even have to take a 
book every month. As few as 4 books ir 


DECEMBER 1955 


house plants, . 


FREE BONUS BOOKS 


With every fourth book you select, the 
Club sends you — absolutely FREE — a 
brand-new, full-size garden book of spe- 
cial value and interest. Usually worth 
$3.00 each or more, these Free Bonus 
Books represent a big extra saving on 
your purchases. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Just mail the coupon. We will send you 
any two books you choose from this page 
—value up to $13.45 in publishers’ edi- 
tions—and you will be billed only $2.89. 
(We pay postage.) Thereafter, you will 
receive regularly the Club’s illustrated 
“Garden Bulletin,” which describes the 
forthcoming book selections. Take only 
the books you want, when you want 
them. Mail coupon now. American 
Garden Guild Book Club, Garden City, 
New York. 


NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 


Ail About House Plants 0D 
Care and Feeding of Garden 
Plants Gardening 
Complete Book of Bulbs [) 10,000 Garden Questions 
| Growing Plants Under | Treasury of American 
Artificial Light x Gardening 


Also send my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, 
about the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I 
may notify you in advance if I do not wish the following 
month's selection. The purchase of books is entirely voluntary 
on my part. I am not obligated to accept more than 4 books 
in 24 months of membership. I pay nothing except the price 
of each selection I accept (club pays postage)—and, with 
every fourth selection, I am to receive FREE your current 
Bonus Book. NO-R1SK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 

books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 


Roses for Every Garden 
oS Taylor's Encyclopedia of 


telling me 


Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Address 
City & 
Zone 


Selection price yd higher in Canada id 
nd 


ress American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bo 


Ac 
» Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in U.S. & Canada only 





PERMA - NEST 
all-purpose PLANT TRAYS 


Medium Grey or Light Green Polystyrene NO ROT — NO RUST — PERMANENT COLOR 


! 
Tie PERCY CmTAS GF FOUR SIZES 
will love Perma ests. Acclaim Purchased 22x 11x254” 12x8x234”" 











N.Y. ¢ F 
ma o ling en clu 2 for $3.50 3 for $1.65 
For home = st, specia a greenhouse 4for 6.95 6 for 2.95 
African vio ts gh sias ib t gor as, ete 6 for 8.95 12 for 5.50 
Ideal for fluorescent grower 
‘ round enjoyment RET RACTIVE IN- ’ ” 
DOOR PLANTER simple. Ox812% ee 
hd afergddh PLANT POT TRAY ‘with no 
mud stain PERFECT seco 3 for $1.25 
AND’ SLIP STAR TER with healthiest bac 6 for 2.2 
teria free germination oe 
Five star value-—we are sole manufacturers 12 for 4.2 
Value packed factory to you prices. Perma 
Nests never rot, rust, or wear out Please add 10% for posta 
Prompt shipment orde s received by Dec 
20 will be delivered for Christmas. Gift Yombination off 
d enclosed if requested. Postal receipt 
to you for 15 cents 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY fn arr, ie. 


LAST 
“er. GARDEN MARKERS FOR YEARS 
White Zinc H 13 Gauge steei wire 
Name Plates Galvanized Steel Standards 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES We prepay east of the Miss. 


river—10% additional west 





er ne of each size $3.25 postpaid 














A—12 inch hair pin type 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 
B—7 inch plant label 100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 
C—10 inch Garden Marker 18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
D—3 inch Swing label 25 for $1.00; 100 for $2.80 
E—11% inch Rose Marker 15 for $1.00; 100 for $5.00 
F—20 inch Display double, like E..12 for $1.00; 100 for $7.50 
G—21 inch Single wire 25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 
H—6 inch Pot label... 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 
J—4 in for African Violets 100 for $.80; 1000 for $5.00 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint n@éw customers with our markers 


and labels we prepay THREE each of A, ¢ D, E, H, and 
25 B, together with a weatherproof pencil al i for $1.00 


Everlasting Label Ge. Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 





WHY DON’T You ORDER FOREIGN BULBS THIS YEAR FOR AN | UNUSUAL 


INDIA JAPAN 2 
Orchids Cymbidium hybrids id Miniature Fruit Trees 12’ 
Caladiam fancy leaved ..........cc00 d Chrysanthemum new varieties ............ 
GREECE Tree Peonies yellow 2 yr. grafts ...... 
Cyclamen hardy outdoor ... ae petite 
Iris unusual giants ‘ oxinias—Kaiser Frederic 
Montbretia orange gold 
HOLLAND ITALY 
Freezia multicolored fragrant J Begonis-drippia fiaberta ....... 
SPAIN Foreign seeds, 3 pkts. unusual 
Amaryllis unusual shades J varieties plus catalogue . 





Order Now for Spring Planting 
FLORILLA, P.O. BOX 732 NEW v HAVEN, CONN. | 


ae THE ORIGINAL 
LIQUID PLANT FOOD 


PRICES 
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eaders’ 
wn Corner 


Flowers and Lava 


Dear Editor: 

You may know of the colony in Mexico 
City, “Jardines del Pedregal de San Angel,” 
built in the middle of lava currents from 
the volcano “Xitle.” Located on the south 
side of the city and due to rock forma- 
tions which keep the temperature 10 to 
15° above the rest of the city (seldom 
below 32°), we can grow all year round 
all kinds of plants and flowers. In the 
above photograph, pines are mixed with 
tropical species.—ING. OCTAVIO BENAVIDES, 
Mexico City, Mexico. 


Traveler’s “‘Lasting Pleasure” 


Dear Editor: 

I have been really thrilled at being a 
prize winner in the photography contest. 
I am happy to own “A Treasury of Ameri- 
can Gardening,” especially because of its 
color plates of the Furber prints. 

Perhaps you will be interested to know 
that for my own book, “A History of 
Flower Arrangement,” I re-identified every 
flower listed, for many of them have com- 
mon names no longer in use. I don't 
believe this had ever been done before. 

I have had so much lasting pleasure 
from the kodachromes I have taken on my 
European garden tours, I hope your con- 
test will encourage other amateurs like 
myself.—JULIA S. BERRALL, Upper Mont- 
clair, New Jersey. 


European Gardens 


Dear Editor: 

I notice that in your November issue 
a number of people wrote about the Euro- 
pean gardens they would most like to re- 
visit. I'd like to add to the list. 

Italy: For real natural beauty the 
small exquisite Campo Dei Fiori valley in 
Varese has no equal. In the heart of the 
lakes district, the Villa Serbelloni has 
imposing cypress alleys that lead to mag- 
nificent formal gardens and antique statu- 
ary. The great gardens of the Villa Della 
Patraia near Florence, designed by Tribolo 
for the Medici family, are outstanding for 
their medieval landscape architecture.— 
ADRIAN FRYLINK, The Horticultural Travel 
Foundation, New York, New York. 


NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. sinianasieieaiinas 





Gaullenind vs Ut 


WALDOR G/c¢nhiuse 
DE vennsor | nn O3Y 


PLEASURE 
Uy - Profit If You Wish 


Doctors say you'll live longer with a relaxing 
hobby. Here’s a year-round family project, 
something to show friends! Extra income if 
you wish. 


There’s a WALDOR For You! 


You can own one of these smart, modern 
WALDOR beauties for less than you pay for 
some TV sets. WALDOR prefabricated 
Greenhouses are made of Aluminum. Can’t 
tust, can’t rot, mever need painting. All styles 
and sizes. Come in easy-to-assemble sections. 
You or your handy man can erect any size 
you like . . attached to a building or 
separate, WALDORS cost very little to heat. 
(Automatic heat and ventilation available.) 
Small or large commercial models, too. 


It’s Easy with a WALDOR 


Yes, even a gardening novice can grow 
lovely plants and flowers out of season in a 


The JUNIOR: Newest of the famous WALDOR Home 
Greenhouses. Shown above 8’ x 12’ at $424. Also 8’ x 6’ to 


WALDOR. Thousands are in use all over _ fit against house or garage for only $239 


the world. And there’s a 10 year Guarantee! 
Send for New WALDOR Catalog TODAY Suneng A Womet 


Have a lovely WALDOR Alumi-_ ventilating for as little as $6 
num Greenhouse complete with monthly on your mortgage! Add 
benches, automatic heating and value to your property. 


NEW full-color 32 page book! 


Why not get all the facts today, and our 

low, low prices? A quarter with the 

coupon below brings you our beautiful 

NEW 32 page, full-color catalog, ““How 

To Choose A Waldor Aluminum Green- 

house’” Includes answers to all your 

Greenhouse questions. Live longer with 

this Hobby! 
Ue ee es OO es A Te i Se ee 


WALDOR Aluminum Greenhouses 
Dept. 1412, Salem, Mass. 


Enclosed is 25c. Please send me your New 32 page 

Send 25¢ 4-color “How To Choose A WALDOR Aluminum 
coin or stamps ¥ Prefabricated Greenhouse,” plus accessories informa- 
DAY! tion. I’m interested in [1] Home style [ Commercial 





NAME 
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To Preserve The Beauty- 
To Stop Needle Drop - -- 


To Extend The Life Of 
Your Christmas Tree -- 


WILT-PRUF ir] 


. FIRST . 


Just one Wilt-Pruf 
spray 


@ reduces needle- 
drop, by retaining 
moisture in tree! 


@ provides a 
resistant tree! 


fire- 


@ gives 
ropings 


wreaths, 
as well as 
your tree a green, 
fresh, lustrous ap- 
pearance! 


Wilt-Pruf is 
a thin 


It's so 


liquid plastic that forms 
colorless film when 


use, sO 


sprayed. 
economical 
you'll be delighted with its many uses 
both indoors 
the 


easy to 


and outdoors 


Yuletide 


during 


entire season 


Winter Protection! One 
coating of Wilt-Pruf applied 
to evergreens replaces un- 
sightly burlap as a pro- 
tective against winter 
burn and_=sun_= scald. 
Wilt-Pruf allows you to 
enjoy the beauty of 
evergreen plants all 
year ’round. 


No mess no drip - 
comes in a_ handy 
reusable plastic spray 
bottle. 
Price - 


6 oz. $1.00 


Quart Size of 
Concentrate 


diluted 
with water, 
makes 160 ozs. 
or 20 to 30 re- 
fills for plastic 
spray bottle) 


(when 


Price $3.50. 


ich bottle 


NURSERY SPECIALTY 
Croton 


PRODUCTS 
Yoark 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY. MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 
Burkleigh Compost Activator is entirely nat- 
ural; organic. Makes sweet, earthy compost 
from leaves, grass clippings, garden waste , hay, 
straw, sawdust, manures if available. A little 
does much. Keeps full strength until used. 

Send only $1. for enough to activate up to 
two tons, plus complete instructions including 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST" and special! 32-page 
booklet, "GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY." 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. A-94 Towson, Md. 


Bale 


Falls, New 








NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 


Report of the Month 


“The plant I would most 


like to receive for Christmas” 


Ist AWARD: Mrs. Geo. McGeoch IV 
Cambridge, New York 
A Peace Rose 

“PEACE.” It’s not a very long word and 
not difficult to spell. But I do believe that 
it has stronger emotional significance to 
more people the world over than any other 
word—especially at Christmas when the 
world sings, “Peace on earth, good will 
toward men.” 

Among Webster’s definitions of “peace” 
are: “a state of tranquillity and quiet”; 
“harmony in personal relations’; and “a 
mutual concord.” Having been a_ lady 
Marine during World War Il, with a 
brother and sister on active duty in the 
Marine Corps, too, | know from experi- 
ence that peace is to be desired above all 
other human relations. 

Now that I am a housewife and mother, 
I still want peace—for the world and in 
the home. The latter is a challenge at 
times, but I work at it. I forget household 
troubles and take time to enjoy life by 
working in my garden. And now I want 
PEACE in my garden—the rose of that 
name. 

This rose is a visual definition of the 
kind of peace the world seeks: it creates 
“a state of tranquillity and quiet” with its 
subdued tones; it has “harmony in per- 
sonal relations” with its immense blooms 
held firmly on its heavy stems among 
masses of vigorous foliage; and it shows 
“mutual concord” in radiating the beauty 
which its name implies. 

I'd like my two boys to give me a PEACE 
rose for Christmas. 
2nd AWARD: I. E. Clark 
Schulenburg, Texas 
4 Living Christmas Tree 

WHAT I REALLY WANT for Christmas is 
something that will reflect the spirit of the 
season—not only the joy of giving but the 
life the original Christmas brought to the 
world. 

For that reason, the plant I would most 
like to receive for Christmas is a living 
Christmas tree. A living pyramidal juniper 
(Juniperus chinensis pyramidalis) would 
just fine—with its roots in a can, or 
balled and burlapped. Then I could truly 
“have my cake and eat it, too.” 

I'm the sort of gardener who hasn't the 
heart to throw away even a zinnia seedling 
pulled out for thinning. No wonder, then, 
that Christmas has a sad spot for me when 
it comes time to throw my Christmas tree 
on the trash heap. Also, when I think of 
the thousands of young trees cut out of 
their forest homes for a few days of glory, 
I wonder whether we haven't strayed far 


do 


from the meaning of Christmas. 

My living Christmas tree, on the other 
hand, can have its few days of glory, too. 
It can be decorated just like a tree cut off 
from its roots—without the danger of fire 
from crisp, dried needles and branches. 

When Christmas is over, my tree does 
not have to trade its glory for the ignominy 
of the trash heap. Instead, it will be 
planted in the garden where it can con- 
tinue to grow. My family can always look 
at it and say: “That’s our Christmas tree 
of 1955.” 
3rd AWARD: Mrs. R. H. Van Gilder 
Ocean City, New Jersey 
Spring-Blooming Camellia 

TO BE COMPLETELY SATISFYING, a gift 
must be long-lasting and self-renewing, and 
must bring delight and pride of ownership. 
It must be one of studied suitability, of 
esthetic values identifiable with the re- 
ceiver and one of intrinsic charm. Such is 
the gift of a spring-blooming camellia, 
C. chandleri elegans. 

That it is long-lasting in the mild climate 
of southern New Jersey is an established 
fact. This year, despite hurricanes and 
drought, new growth has formed and buds 
are being set for next year’s blooming. 

The renewing quality of this plant is 
phenomenal. It grows in a robust manner, 
strong and confident. The new growth, al- 
though succulent at first, soon becomes 
woody and strong, ready for the whims 
of nature which it may be forced to resist 
through the winter. 

“Delight” is not expressive enough for 
the feelings which assail the owner of this 
fine plant. Different in form and texture 
from any of the shrubs and flowering trees 
commonly seen in this area, it has the 
quality of true Southern foliage—a gloss 
and shine and eye-catching leaf shape. 

As with any plant which sets its buds 
early and allows them to mature 
winter, it is always a source of interest 
and speculation. One has a chance to see 
the slow constant growth and renewing 
process in all stages, then the opening buds 
and flowers, perfect in every facet. 

Yes, the spring-blooming camellia could 
make my Christmas complete. 
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4th AWARD: Mrs. Paul J. Snyder 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Jerusalem Cherry 

My CHOICE is the old-fashioned Jerusalem 
cherry to brighten my old-fashioned Christ- 
mas. For me Christmas is a time of tradition 
and custom. This old-world plant brings 
back memories of my childhood Christ- 
mases, long before the now-popular 
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Put Roses on the Christmas Tree ? 


This unusual gift, a membership in the American Rose 
Society will do it — figuratively speaking of course. Surprise 
your gardening friends. They'll be both pleased and im- 
pressed. It’s a wonderful gift, a big gift and so inexpensive 
you can give it to friends, relatives, business associates and 


customers. 


What does membership in the American 
Rose Society mean? 

First, it means a personal copy of the 
American Rose Annual; This big, colorful 
book (250 pages or more) gives all the 
latest developments on roses. Many of the 
newest varieties are shown in full color. 
Articles for beginners, experienced garden- 
ers and the experts are all there. Of value 
to all is the “Proof of the Pudding” section, 
where growers all over the country tell how 
the new varieties are performing. You re- 
ceive your copy in April. (Non-members 
may buy this at $4.50 per copy). 

Next, each member receives 12 issues of 
the American Rose Magazine. This is the 
largest magazine of its kind in the world. 
Not only are there articles by world au- 
thorities, but also by everyday gardeners 
just like you and your neighbors. A calen- 
dar of operations tells just what to do each 
month, no matter where you live. A page 
for beginners gets the novice off to a sure 
start. The regular feature “Keeping Roses 
Healthy” gives the latest information on 
new sprays and dusts. (Regular subscrip- 
tion price $2.50 per year.) 

Each year, each member gets the latest 
Guide for Buying Roses. This gives the 


rating of both old and new varieties, their 
color and classification. 

More than 700 private and public gar- 
dens in all states and in Canada are open to 
A.R.S. members. 

Members may borrow books from the 
large lending library of the A.R.S. (400 
titles). The only charge is postage. 

Cultural problems of members are an- 
swered by Consulting Rosarians in the 
members’ own locality, or by the staff at 
headquarters. 

Special booklets or papers are also avail- 
able on rose shows and judging, beginner's 
problems and other subjects. 

All this costs only $4.50 a year! An even 
better bargain is full membership for 1956, 
plus the 1955 Rose Annual for only $7.00. 
Membership for three years (1956-57-58) is 
only $13.00. At these low prices why not get 
a membership for yourself as well? 

Just send us your list of names and ad- 
dresses with the proper amount for the type 
of memberships you wish. We will send a 
Christmas card to each new member telling 
of your gift and also a copy of the Decem- 
ber issue of the American Rose Magazine. 
They'll appreciate these “roses on their 
Christmas trees”. 


Avoid a last minute rush - write now for: 


1. A.R.S. Membership, 1956 American Rose 
Annual, 12 issues of the American Rose 
Magazine, Buying Guide, etc.—$4.50 or, 


2. A.R.S. Membership, 1956 and 1955 
American Rose Annual, 12 issues of the 
American Rose Magazine, Buying Guide, 
etc.— $7.00 


AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY 
4048 Roselea Place, Dept. A, Columbus 14, Ohio 
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Big, full-size newspaper—loaded with in- 
teresting garden news. Edited by experts 
especially for home gardeners. Contains 
hundreds of easy do-it-yourself garden 
tips. Helps you get more fun out of gar- 
dening—helps you have more garden 
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as Now Yrs 


ISSUES 
FREE 

Actually worth 
$1.00 

You pay nothing! 


beauty. Thousands say—“There’s nothing 
so helpful!’ Accept this complimentary 
One Year Gift Subscription! Absolutely 
free—compliments of famous Stern’s 
Nurseries! You'll enjoy “Garden News” 
every month of the garden season. 


FREE! NEW GARDEN IDEAS 


Exclusive new plants! Rare imported flowers! 


Don't miss these Garden Wonders! New plants you won't find 
in any other catalog. Contains everything for your garden—except 
seeds! Thrilling new fruits and ornamentals—unusual varieties— 
rare imported novelties—all accurately described with helpful 


STERN'S 
NURSERIES 


1956 
SPRING CATALOG 


cultural instructions. Beautifully illustrated. More than 400 dif- 
ferent plants—many never offered in America before. 


SEND COUPON! HURRY! LIMITED OFFER! 


STERN’S NURSERIES, Dept. G, Geneva, N. Y. 


ABSOLUTELY FREE! Send Garden News—new garden newspaper. (Free 
l-year subscription.) Also send big Stern's Spring Garden Ideas catalog. 
IF WEST OF MISSISSIPPI! RIVER, SEND ONE DOLLAR. 


NAME 
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Cateleg 


Whe es ces ce ee ee se ed 


NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 


ADDRESS 





TOWN STATE 











poinsettia was ever heard of in my North- 
ern home. My mother’s window held 
several pots of Jerusalem cherry in various 
stages of growth so that she always had 
a plant ready for display. 

The green leaves are accented by tiny 
white blossoms and bright red or yellow 
globe-shaped fruit resembling Christmas 
balls. Indeed, it is a miniature Christmas 
tree, just right for the centerpiece on the 
celebration table. With the addition of a 
bit of tinsel and a red crepe-paper wrap- 
ping around the pot, it gaily hails the 
holiday season. 

It will carry its Christmas message of 
pleasure for many weeks—even months. 
Of all Christmas plants, the Jerusalem 
cherry is the most dependable and lasting. 


5th AWARD: Mrs. A. W. Wilson 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


The Christmas Rose 

WITHOUT A MOMENT’S HESITATION, I 
would ask for a Christmas-rose, Helleborus 
niger altifolius. 

Where once stood a small, attached 
greenhouse, we now have a cozy, pine- 
paneled room with a picture window on 
the south side. Under the window is a 
window box shaded by several large trees. 
Tuberous begonias thrive happily there, 
and this is where I would plant my Christ- 
mas-rose. 

The beautiful green foliage in late sum- 
mer and early fall and all of those beauti- 
ful white flowers will always be a joy 
during the long dismal winter.® 





Reader Ideas 


* Starting in the January issue of 
FLOWER GROWER you will have an 
opportunity to participate in your 
magazine in a new way. Rather than 
writing on a_ specific subject for 
“Report of the Month,” send us good 
ideas from your own experience that 
will help fellow-readers make their 
gardening easier, more efficient or 
their gardens more beautiful. 

Let’s hear about gadgets you've 
made, tools you’ve improvised or 
unusual ways you employ imple- 
ments to speed or improve the main- 
tenance of your garden. The method 
you used to build a terrace, steps or 
other garden ornaments may be just 
what someone else is looking for. 
If you’ve found an unusual use for 
some plant or have achieved a color- 
ful combination in your outdoor or 
window-garden, let’s hear about it, 
too. 

For each idea that is published, 
you will receive $5.00 plus a copy 
of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening,” 
and an additional $5.00 for a draw- 
ing or photograph submitted and 
published to illustrate your idea. 
(Sorry, but no ideas can be returned.) 


Send Ideas To: 


Reader Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 
7, a Es 
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Diseases Wage a Deadly War Against America’s Shade Trees 


NTIRE NATIONS, their customs and 
E their development, have been altered 

by the invasion of devastative plant 
diseases. It was a plant disease, for ex- 
ample, that caused the British to become 
such great consumers of tea. In 1870 in 
Ceylon a highly destructive rust disease 
forced plantation owners to abandon grow- 
ing coffee and turn to growing tea, a plant 
which was not susceptible to rust and 
which could be grown profitably. 

In South America the invasion of a 
fungus parasite of the rubber tree, hevea, 
made rubber production unprofitable and 
stimulated a search for new growing areas. 
As a result the extensive rubber planta- 
tions in Malaya and other southeastern 
Asiatic countries came into being. 

More than a century ago the blight of 
white potatoes was primarily responsible 
for the death of over a quarter of a million 
people and the mass migration of hundreds 
of thousands of Irish to the United States. 

In the past fifty years four diseases of 
trees have altered the character of Ameri- 
can forests and the American landscape. 
Blight has destroyed vast stands of chest- 
nut. Two diseases, phloem necrosis and 
Dutch elm disease, have preyed upon the 
American elm. And last of the four is 
oak wilt, now spreading through the 
Midwest. 


Chestnut blight, also called chestnut 
bark disease, is the best known and oldest 
of the group. It has caused the rapid dis- 
appearance of the American chestnut, one 
of our best forest, ornamental and nut 
trees. This disease was believed to be of 
minor importance when first reported by 
the late Herman Merkel, who found a few 
infected trees at the Bronx Zoo in 1904. 

However, since this time the blight fun- 
gus has practically wiped out the chestnut 
stands in New England forests and along 
the eastern slopes of the Allegheny and 
Blue Ridge mountains, the principal range 
of this host. The blight has been found in 
the chestnut orchards of the Pacific Coast, 
in Washington, Oregon, California and 
British Columbia. Even now it is spread- 
ing rapidly in Italy, where it was first re- 
ported in 1938. Chestnut blight has also 
been found in Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 
Today some large chestnuts still stand in 
the extreme southern and western parts of 
the tree’s natural range—in Tennessee, 
Georgia and South Carolina—but it will 
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be only a matter of time before they, too, 
will succumb. 

The roots of trees infected with chestnut 
blight remain alive for years after the tops 
have been killed. They send up sprouts 
which grow for eight or nine years, some 
even producing nuts before they succumb. 
The appearance of such saplings give some 
people the mistaken impression that the 
American chestnut is coming back. 

Although many attempts have been 
made to control the disease, all have met 
with failure. One reason for this is that the 
spores of the fungus are spread by insects, 
birds, rain and wind. Another is that the 
chestnut blight fungus also infects rather 
commonly another forest tree, chinquapin. 
The fungus has been found growing on red 
maple, shagbark hickory and _ staghorn 
sumac, as well as on dead and dying white, 
black, post and chestnut oaks. 

Although many suggestions and recom- 
mendations have been published, none have 
proved effective in controlling chestnut 
blight. Persistent efforts have been made 
to find some chemical which, when injected 
into the tree, would check the development 
of cankers. Numerous claims for such 
chemicals have been advanced, but at the 
present time I do not know of the existence 
of any really effective material. 

The possibility of developing resistant 
or even immune varieties by selection and 
breeding has been under investigation for 
some time by both amateur and profes- 
sional plantsmen. At the moment I have 
about a dozen two-year-old chestnut seed- 
lings collected by Mr. W. E. Goyne of 
Mamaroneck, New York, which were 
grown from nuts from an apparently re- 
sistant tree. Only time will tell whether 
these seedlings can ward off the disease. 

The United States Department of Agri- 
culture has been collecting chestnuts from 
every part of the»world. Among those 
collected the Asiatic chestnuts have been 
found to be somewhat resistant to blight 
and to thrive in the natural range of the 
American chestnuts. Several crosses be- 
tween the Asiatic species and the Ameri- 
can chestnuts also look promising. 


Dutch elm disease, a fungus disease of 
another important tree, has been in the 
limelight more recently. 

This disease is believed to have entered 
the United States in the late 1920’s on 
burled elm logs from Europe. After kill- 


ing literally thousands of trees in the east- 
ern United States, it has spread to the 
Midwest, the Southwest and also the 
province of Quebec, Canada. 

After more than twenty years of re- 
search, no positive control has been de- 
veloped. The only control is indirect, that 
is, against the insects (bark beetles) which 
are the principal disseminators of the fun- 
gus. 

One way to control the insect carriers is 
to search out and destroy their breeding 
places. These include all dead, drying or 
devitalized elm material such as sick trees, 
hurricane-damaged ones, broken limbs, 
woodpiles of elm and elm fence posts. For 
a thorough job, such material must be re- 
moved from a relatively large area, be- 
cause the smaller European elm_ bark 
beetle, the principal disseminator in this 
country, frequently flies more than three 
miles. The long flights are usually made in 
search of suitable breeding places, but 
these same beetles may also feed on living 
trees. They have been found to carry 
viable spores of the Dutch elm disease 
fungus for more than two miles. The elm 
bark beetles breed and feed in all species 
of elm that grow in this country. 

The best way to prevent the movement 
of these beetles is to apply a residual-type 
contact insecticide on elm trees. The 
emulsion-type sprays containing DDT or 
methoxychlor are most effective. Coverage 
is fully as important as spray concentration 
and it can be achieved only with adequate 
equipment handled by skilled operators 
under proper weather conditions. 

Two applications are necessary, one be- 
fore the leaves appear and the second 
about July 1. The prefoliar (or dormant 
spray) is by far the more important be- 
cause the elms are most susceptible to the 
disease in spring and early summer. 

The excessive use of DDT has led to 
problems such as an increased population 
of Putnam scale, mites and aphids. These 
pests can be overcome, however, by com- 
bining other insecticides and miticides with 
the DDT. 

As with chestnut blight, a number of 
chemicals are claimed to control or pre- 
vent Dutch elm disease. At this time I am 
unaware of any that will give control. 
The latest material to be widely publicized 
is mercaptoacetate, which shows some 
promise as a control when injected into 
elms. When used as a foliage spray, this 
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Grow Flowers All Year ‘Round In Your Own 


METROLITE 
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Think of it, your own greenhouse. 
Grow flowers, plants and vege- 
tobles right in your own back yord. 
The METROLITE, designed by one 
of the largest manufacturers of commercial green- 
houses, is the economical answer to home garden- 
ing. The METROLITE is factory glozed, pre-fabricated 
FROM THE GROUND UP... .you do not have to build 
@ basic wall...all you do is erect the METROLITE 
according to the simple instruction sheet. Basic 
house of 10’ 8°’ by 4° 8°’ with additional sections 
of 4’ 8°’ available. Write for illustrated brochure. 


METROPOLITAN GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP. 
TEESB Flushing Avenue + Brooklyn 37, New York 


(complete! 









use GARDEN-LIFE, HiGh-Anacysis, 
ALLSOLUBLE PLANT FOOD FOR LUXURIOUS 
FOLIAGE, VIGOROUS BLOOMS BIG 
WS SILVER DOLLARS. PERFECT FOR ALL HOUSE 
PLANTS, 14 O2{maants 28 ous),$1.00. 2 18S, $2.25. 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS CO., INC., Dept. F125 
1230 EAST 63rd ST. CHICAGO 37, II. 


FREE: 


HOME OWNERS! 


Exciting landscape plans for 
RANCH HOUSES © SPLIT LEVELS 
COLONIALS * MODERN HOUSES 
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TO-DO-IT 
STaLLIOCAT §=LANDSCAPE 
Ready now! Color GUIDE! 
ful, lavishly illus Why spend a fortune 


trated catalog for 


planning spring) landscaping when it's 


actually easier (and 
Anoy a more satisfying) to do 
8 ic yourself? Save hun- 


Read all about hun- 
dreds of new per- 
ennials, ornamental 
shrubs, vines, roses, 
bulbs, new. dwarf 
fruit trees—that can 
make your home 
more beautiful, more 
valuable. See how 
can SAVE by 
uying direct from 
this respected, 75 - 
year-old nursery. 
Catalog FREE with 


coupon. 


dreds of dollars with 
this big book by a fa- 
mous authority. Gives 
exciting PLANS and 
PLANTING CHARTS 
for ranch homes, split 
levels, colonials, etc.... 
how to “‘frame’’ your 
house with foliage. 
enhance entranceways, 
disguise unsightly areas 
. choose trees, hedges 
and vines, and make 
them thrive! Yours 
FREE with coupon. 
TKELLY BROTHERS Nugperiee, | ing. 
| Devt. FG-12, Dansville, New | 
Please RUSH me your FREE reel 1956 
COLOR CATALOG—plus my FREE copy of 
the new SHRUB & LANDSCAPING GUIDE. 




















material will prevent the appearance of 
disease symptoms on affected trees for 
three to six weeks. But I believe that it is 
far too early to become optimistic about 
chemical control for Dutch elm disease. 

Phloem necrosis is a disease even more 
deadly to elms. This disease, now present 
throughout the Midwest, was first identi- 
fied as a virus disease in 1938, following 
investigations of the dying of many elms 
in Ohio. The present eastern limit of the 
disease is a line connecting Marietta, Ohio, 
Charleston, West Virginia, and Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee. With the appearance 
of the disease in the latter city, arborists 
in the Northeast, where the disease has 
not yet appeared, are becoming concerned. 
Chattanooga is beyond an area of sparse 
elm growth which, it had been hoped, 
would serve as a barrier to the invasion 
of the disease. 

The external symptoms of phloem 
necrosis are much like those of Dutch elm 
disease, but the internal symptoms are 
entirely different. Phloem necrosis causes 
a yellow to butterscotch discoloration in 
the phloem, or inner bark, but no dis- 
coloration in the wood. On the other 
hand, Dutch elm disease produces a brown 
streaking in the wood but no discoloration 
of the inner bark or phloem 

The elm leafhopper, Scaphoideus luteo- 
lus, is known to be capable of transmitting 
the phloem necrosis virus. Actually there 
are two strains of this insect in the Central 
States but only one is capable of transmit- 
ting the infectious material. 

At present the best preventive practice 
is to use DDT sprays to control the elm 
leafhopper. 

The Christine Buisman elm, a Euro- 
pean selection of the smooth-leaved elm, 
Ulmus carpinifolia, has proven to be highly 
resistant to both the phloem necrosis dis- 
ease and the Dutch elm disease. The 
United States Department of Agriculture 
has distributed specimens of this elm to 
arboretums and nurserymen around the 
country, and young trees are now available 
from some nurseries. 

Oak wilt, the newest and most highly 


publicized tree disease, is also caused by 
a fungus. There was a complete story on 
this disease in this column in March, 1954, 
so I will not devote much space to it now. 
At the present time oak wilt disease has 
been found in nineteen states from Kansas 
and Nebraska eastward to Pennsylvania, 
and from Minnesota southward to 
Arkansas. It has not yet been found eas 
of the Susquehanna River. 

Very little is known about how the oak 
wilt fungus spreads. Several species of 
insects, including the fruit fly and three 
kinds of bark beetles, are known to be 
capable of spreading it. They appear to be 
most effective in disseminating the fungus 
during May. 

Tests have been made recently to deter- 
mine whether tools used for tree care could 
transmit the fungus. It was found that half 
of the trees receiving fungus inoculum in 
chisel wounds and half of those wounded 
on the trunk with an artificially contami- 
nated axe or saw developed oak wilt. 
Transmissions from inoculations made in 
June and July were less successful than 
those made from February to May. 

The fungus was found to be transmitted 
rather readily on the tools used during 
some period of the study if they were arti- 
ficially contaminated with the fungus. But 
there was no transmission with tools used 
on wood from diseased trees. This failure 
to contaminate such tools would suggest 
that either the fungus was not present in 
that portion of the diseased wood in which 
the tool was used, or if present, it did not 
adhere to the tools in a manner that would 
permit successful transmission. 

As I wrote in this column a year and a 
half ago, I believe that several factors 
beyond man’s control will determine even- 
tual success or failure in controlling oak 
wilt. Among these are the number and 
efficiency of the agents spreading the fun- 
gus. The very obvious absence of any 
highly efficient means of spread offers hope 
that wilt will not do to oaks what blight 
has done to chestnuts or what phloem 
necrosis virus and Dutch elm disease fun- 
gus are doing to elms.® 





* A new color film, “The Promise of 
Spring,” showing how to get best results 
from spring-flowering bulbs, is now 
available to adult audiences. It is an 
18-minute film produced by D.P.M. 
Productions, Inc., for the Associated 
Bulb Growers of Holland. 

The film tells the story of a young 
couple, Tom and Nancy Peters, who 
move to the suburbs and start a spring 
garden from scratch. Tom manages to 
get some advice from his neighbor, the 
well known horticulturist and author, 
Fred R. Rockwell. (Mr. Rockwell, 
FLOWER GROWER’s Own senior editor, 
also served as technical consultant for 
the film.) 

Tom Peters and Fred Rockwell plan 
the garden together. In late summer 
Tom studies bulb catalogs and begins 
to order fall planting stock. When the 





New Color Film on a Spring Garden 


leaves begin to turn, he starts planting 
his bulbs. In one sequence Fred Rock- 
well shows Tom (and the audience) 
how to plan, prepare and plant a bed of 
tulips. 

Six months later we see the spring- 
flowering tulips, hyacinths and daffodils 
blooming in the Peters’ garden as they 
do in gardens all over America. There 
are species of tulips and double tulips, 
parrot tulips, poetaz narcissus and the 
traditional daffodils, hyacinths and jon- 
quils as well as other spring flowers. 

Esther Grayson (Mrs. Fred Rock- 
well) demonstrates a series of floral 
arrangements from cut flowers in her 
own garden. 

The film is available on a free loan 
basis from Films of the Nations Dis- 
tributors, Inc., 62 West 45th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 
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SECTION 


All across the country, home gardeners this 


month are sending for seed and nursery catalogs to 
help plans and dreams become realities. On the following 
pages, Flower Grower presents a month-by-month guide of grow- 
ing hints and references to sources for plants and materials. 
Keep this Spring Catalog Section handy so that the 
ideas found in its pages can spark your thoughts 
into action in the months that lie ahead. 








Beauty’s not always in a scarlet robe. 
She wears an old black shawl; 
She flouts the flesh and shows the bone 
When winter trees are tall. 
More beautiful than fact may be 
The shadow on the wall. 

The Garden: V. Sackville-West 


As you tramp through the snow to 
the coldframe to bring in a few pans of 
bulbs, pat yourself on the back for your 
foresight in September, and, when the 
bulbs bloom, make a mental note that 
the effort was worthwhile. 

Dried material is popular for flower 
arrangements this month. Shades of 
blue are scarce so plan to grow some 
Baptisia australis which bears lupin-like 
blue flowers in late spring and when left 
on the plant, forms seed pods of deep 
navy blue. Baptisia is a perennial that 
will last for many years. Seeds planted 
this spring will not give blooming plants 
until their second growing year. 

“Something old, something new” 
might be a good slogan to follow each 
year when ordering plants and seeds. 
The new varieties may get headline 
coverage, but there are older varieties 
which have stood the test of time. 

Sharpen your powers of observation. 
Cut twigs from twenty different shrubs 
or trees and then look for the variations. 
The more you look, the more you'll see 

and suddenly it all becomes very in- 
teresting! 

The name January is derived from 
the Latin Januarius after Janus, the 
god of doors, gates and, hence, all be- 
ginnings. He is represented with two 
faces—one looking forward, one in the 
Opposite direction—probably symboliz- 
ing the faces of a door. We should em- 
phasize a “forward” look at our gardens 
this month. 

Louise Beebe Wilder expressed the 
hope of every earnest gardener when 
she wrote: “It has long been my dream 
to inspire my cold New York garden to 
blossom around the calendar.” That is 
a worthy ambition for all gardeners and 
it becomes a real challenge to us of the 
North. Most of us have found that 
January can be a rather difficult month 
for the seeker of outdoor flowers un- 
less he digs down through the deep 
snow to pluck a nosegay from glass- 
protected Christmas roses and some of 
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the bedding violas (perhaps that is not 
cricket!). February is not much easier 
unless he finds a source for the winter- 
flowering witch-hazels. I just noticed 
that Kluis Nurseries, Pompton Plains, 
New Jersey, lists Hamamelis mollis, 
which has golden-yellow flowers in 
January in the central states and in 
February in northern Michigan. These 
blossoms, which should stand zero 
weather without injury, will cheer any 
winter-weary gardener. —-C. W. Woop 

Words of wisdom on soil. 4 
Whether the soil you till is deep and 
fertile, or stony and thin. If it be a part 
of many acres, or a tiny plot in a subur- 
ban development, or a back yard in the 
heart of a great city. Whether success 
crowns your efforts to make a garden, 
or disappointment. Far more than the 
fruit or flowers you may produce, in 
terms of the good things of life is the 
knowledge that by your own efforts 
something has grown. Too often now, 
one’s efforts in office or shop are so 
far removed from the ultimate result 
that a sense of frustration builds up. 
The best place to lose it is in a garden.” 
(From Gardenside Gossip, a publication 
of Gardenside Nurseries, Inc., Shel- 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY CENEREUX 


Cleome (spider flower) is one of the few 
annual plants which can be left to go to 
seed and still continue to bear a good 
crop of flowers. Best of all the long seed 


pods are as interesting as the flower. 
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Cyclamen are popular gift plants from 
Christmas until Easter. Keep in a cool, 
well-lighted room so that the plant will 


continue to bloom to the maximum. 


burne, Vermont, on U. S. Route 7.) 
If you have grown the 3-foot (per- 
haps taller) Begonia nitida, you have 


no doubt enjoyed its glossy green leaves 
throughout the year and pretty silvery 
pink flowers (the male ones up to an 
inch and a half across) throughout the 


winter. If you kept your plants in the 
best possible condition, you probably 
found that you could hold the plant to 
almost any desired height by pinching. 
If you enjoyed B. nitida, you will like 
its offspring, variety odorata alba, 
which is quite like the parent except 
that the flowers are pure white, some- 
what smaller, and have a pronounced 
sweet fragrance. I noticed it in the cat- 
alog of D-Vista Gardens, 3225 D 
Street, Salem, Oregon.—C. W. Woop 

Heavy wet snow should be shaken 
from your evergreens to prevent broken 
branches. A long wooden pole will 
prove helpful in dislodging snow from 
the higher branches, but—regardless of 
the technique you use—watch out for 
snow down your neck! 

African-violets are a real joy this 
month when little else is in flower. 
Place a few plants on a table with a 
light for a charming effect at night, and 
then move them back to the window 
during the day. You may find that this 
nightly light supplement is_ beneficial. 
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NURSERY AND SEED CATALOGS 





‘FLOWER SEEDS 


1956 CATALOGUE the most-comprehensive 
published. Nearly 5,000 different kinds of 
flower seeds offered and described. Really 
a book of reference. Includes an up-to-date 
collection of the best-herbaceous peren- 
nials. Also a large collection of Alpines 
and Shrub seeds. Fully coloured illustrated 
CATALOGUE ready end of December. 25 
cents on application to 


Thompson & Morgan, Ltd. | 


IPSWICH ENGLAND 


ARRIS SEED 


WANT GARDEN HELP? 


Home gardeners will find it in the concise and 
lucid cultural directions, the accurate descrip- 
tions and the candid illustrations (many of 
which were photographed here at Moreton 
Farm), in our 


1956 CATALOG 


of Vegetable and Flower 


Seeds and Plants 


Three generations of the Harris family have 
been breeding and selecting better vegetables 
and flowers ae your pleasure and profit. The 
catalog presents the results of this experience. 


Send postcard for a free copy today 
JOSEPH HARRIS COMPANY, Inc. 
91 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 

















Postpaid 
with big, 
Seed and 
Nursery 
Book 


plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last 
for months. Exquisite mixed 
colors. Send only 25c¢ for 2; 
SOc for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. 


R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
DEPT. 343 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


i 4 I: 2011 Offers . . . 88 Pages 


it FREE! 


| copy 
1106 pictures illus- 
1 4-¢- 2011 — — 
in our new pag 
1956  — FREE. TO 
11 1336 from America’s 
| largest direct-to-you 
es | and nursery house. 
Over 60 years in busi- 
ness. Mail card today! 
| HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. | 
| 904 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa |@ 


— ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee et ee 


ree 


CATALOG IN COLOR 


One of America’s finest collections of 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, Flower- 
ing Shrubs, tris, Daylilies & Poppies 


4G pronounces all a 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-125 Spokane, Wash. 
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GIANT Ruffles 


ul SScrcrim aie 


Patelend dand 


mw... onil flowers, richly 
J veined, gorgeous mixed colors. 
5 in. or more across. Lovely in 
beds, borders, window sel 
SPECIAL —35c-Pkt. Seeds postpa 
for on ys,  — Toc oy 
we — 4, for 1/128 ounce. 


, Catate FREE. 
W. ATLEE BURPEE. ‘co. 385 . i 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, “lowa or Riverside, 


f 





New Flowers 
Illustrated 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places. Il- 
lustrated and interestingly described. 
Catalog of Seeds—Bulbs—Plants. Ask 
for your copy, Dept. Z. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


te! | Gordene This Big New 
1956 Nursery BOOK 











MOORESTOWN 
NEW JERSEY 














Send for this greatest of all 
Spring Hill catalogs. Helpful 
. early order discounts. 





15¢ Packets, ONLY 10c. 45c Value 
|, White & Blue. Gorgeous 5 in. Blooms. 


Nes these lovely asters 
will include le Big Seed, 
Plant & Nu 








ANOTHER MARK OF FAME! 


First used by Peter Henderson, and now 
another of Breck’s famous Trade Marks on 
quality seeds, bulbs, garden supplies. If 
you don’t already get our helpful FREE 
literature on gardening, write us today aad 
we'll include you in our next mailing! 


BRECK’S of BOSTON 
Breck Bidg. Boston 10, Mass. 
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from the WILDS of Missouri 


Gilbert 2 Wild & Son 


Dept. FG-125 Sareoxie, Mo. 





RARE 


DAISIES 


Glorify your garden with the 








<M 2% in. thick, on stately —-. Send 10c for 


R.H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 347, Rockford, Illinois 


If you love flowers, we want you to have 
a free copy of the new Park Flower Book 
for 1956. 

This catalogue describes over 3,000 va- 
rieties of flower seed and plants . . . many 
rare kinds . . . all the new*ones as well as 
the older varieties. The book also contains 
cultural directions, a pronouncing 
and germination tables. 

Hundreds of actual black and white 
photographs, and many full-color photo- 
grophs to show you how 
actually look. 


index 


the flowers 


Send postcard today 
for your free copy! 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 


GREENWOOD 3, S. C. 











LILIES © DAFFODILS 
TULIPS + IRIS 


MANY NEW AND RARE VARIETIES. 
FINEST OREGON GROWN BULBS. 


Send 25 cents for New Catalog beautifully 
trated in color. 


illus- 
Ready for mailing now! 


WALTER MARX GARDENS 
BOX 38-F BORING, OREGON 





HOLLAND BULBS 


Send us your name and address and receive 
STASSEN’S beautiful full color SPRING and 
FALL 1956 CATALOGS-and special offers 
Free - no obligation 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, 
DEPT. 17 


Inc. 
ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y. 





greens, Fruit, ete. Our 107th 
yeor. 


FREE CATALOG 
Send for your copy today 
SPRING HILL NURSERIES, 
Dept. C-17, Tipp City, Ohio 

















/DAHLIAS 


Dahlias for the discriminating gardener 
newest and best exhibition varieties. A B. - 
meow will bring you our 72 F illustrated 
catalog about Feb. Ist. It's 


ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA “GARDENS 
19111 STORY RD. 


PT aocKy RIVER 16, OHIO 
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All superfluous branches 
We lop away that bearing boughs may 
live. 
King Richard I: Shakespeare 


Planning, pruning and planting—if 
you live in the South—are the “big 
three” for February. Dormant sprays 
may be applied on any day when the 
temperature is above 45-50°. Euony- 
mus, lilac, pine and spruce should be 
checked for dormant spray needs. 
Fruit trees should be pruned; the 
branches can be brought in for forcing. 
Lime the lawn now if soil tests have in- 
dicated the need. 

Spraying house plants to control in- 
sects is such a simple job—now that 
aerosol bombs are _ available—that 
queries about sprays for white fly and 
aphid should no longer be heard. 

If your wife is rebelling at the chore 
of opening and closing the greenhouse 
vents with every whim of the sun, it’s 
time to consider automatic controls. 
Once installed, you will wonder how 
you ever got along without them. 

A petunia is not “just a petunia.” 
There are dwarfs, doubles, double ruffled, 
fringed and trailing varieties for hang- 
ing baskets. If you haven’t seen some 
of the colors in the newer varieties, you 
don’t know petunias! 

Don’t encourage the contents of cold- 
frames to thaw by opening on a mild 
day, as repeated freezing and thawing 
causes injury and loss of plants. 

Inspect dahlia tubers and other sum- 
mer-flowering bulbs in storage this 
month. Discard any that are soft or 
rotted to prevent spread of infection. 

A climbing rose bush growing on a 
6-foot cedar post will provide plenty of 
roses in the garden if you aren't for- 
tunate enough to have a fence for them 
to grow on. Placed with thought to the 
over-all garden picture, this “rose post” 
will add a pleasing accent. Yearly 
pruning will be needed to keep the rose 
within bounds. 

Handy trays for storing bulbs make a 
good indoor project this cold month. A 
wooden box with 4-inch sides and a 
wire mesh bottom serves the purpose. 
If you have large numbers of bulbs to 
store, make trays so they will stack one 
on top of the other. Ends should be 
slightly higher than sides to assure air 
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space between them when stacked. 

Fluorescent lights have opened up a 
whole new world to indoor gardeners 
who have difficulty growing plants due 
to improper light. African-violets, glox- 
inias and begonias do particularly well. 
Once tried, enough cannot be said in 
praise of this system. 

Bird-of-paradise (Strelitzia reginae) is 
a South African plant with magnificent 
foliage and a striking bright orange and 
blue flower which resembles a_ bird 
poised in flight. It grows best in a green- 
house at 60° to 65°. Give full sun in 
winter and provide light shade during 
the summer. 

If you grow many house plants a cut- 
ting or propagation box is very handy. 
It can be of any size but should be about 
6 inches deep, with a removable glass 
top and at least two glass sides (four 
are preferable). It is best to have some 
drainage holes in the bottom. Fill 4 
inches deep with sharp sand or vermicu- 
lite and you are ready to root cuttings. 
Keep in a light but not sunny window. 
After the cuttings have been in for a 
few days permit some air in the box by 
inserting a stick or pencil between glass 
lid and box. 

When you jump the gun and put out 
vegetable plants early, keep one eye 
on the plants and the other on the 
thermometer. If you need frost-protec- 
tors in a hurry, use Ball jars. Invert 
one over each plant, pushing the open 
end into the soil about an inch or so. 
Paint the bottom to protect the plants 
from the sun’s direct rays. : 

Gloxinia tubers, which have been rest- 
ing since last year, should be started into 
growth. Keep the soil moist and, as soon 
as sprouts appear, place pot in a well- 
lighted window. If tubers have not 
been potted in new soil, a feeding with 
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a liquid fertilizer will be most beneficial. 

Check over your equipment before 
heavy gardening begins. Clean hand 
tools with a stiff wire brush and wipe the 
metal part with an oily cloth. If the 
cutting edge of your hoe is a little 
dull, sharpen it with a file. Check 
handles, too; replace the weak ones. 
Buying a new handle is much cheaper 
than buying a new tool. 


Growing cactus is a fascinating hobby, and 
children are intrigued by their varying 
forms. The cost is moderate, and a pack- 
age of seed will produce miracles. Or send 
for catalogs of specialists and order plants. 


Give your old apple trees an “estate” 
look. With a piece of metal, gently rub 
the scaling bark from the trunk. The 
trunk will look bright and new and in- 
sects that live under the scales will per- 
ish when you apply a dormant spray. 

Pelargoniums (geraniums) are not 
new but they are certainly on the in- 
crease. In 1859 one hundred and sixty 
three species were listed, while the check 
list compiled in 1945 by the editor of 
The Pelargonium Bulletin exceeded four 
thousand species and varieties! 

Stop losing garden tools! Buy a small 
can of enamel paint—the brighter the 
color the better—and paint a strip on 
every piece of garden equipment you 
have. The bright color will help you 
spot tools easily among grass and shrubs; 
it will also remind your good neighbors 
—in a diplomatic way—that they have 
something that belongs to you. 

If an evergreen is beginning to rebel 
against sun and wind by turning brown, 
there is still time to erect a burlap screen 
to cut the sun’s rays and the wind. 
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FRE 


Write today for free 
Cultural directions . . . pronouncing index 

+ germination table. 3000 varieties ... 
old and new. Many rare kinds. 


illustrated book. 


This is the only free flower seed book 
that contains this index, germination table 
and cultural guide. This information will 
enable you to have perfect flowers, easier. 
Especially when you use Park seeds. 


You will find hundreds of actual black 
and white photographs and many full color 
photographs to show how 
actually look. 


the flowers 


You will get only the finest of seeds when 
you buy from Park. You have a guarantee 
that the seeds that you receive are the 


exact kind you order. Free Delivery too. 


Park’s Flower Book offers you many fine 
rare flowers easily grown. Get your free 
before they run out. Send a post- 
card today for your free flower book. 


copy 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO. 


Greenwood 4, S. C. 








Descriptions and pictures 
of Tri-color Althea, Ever- 
bearing berries, fruits, 
shrubs, trees. Everything for 
spring planting ...at popu- 
lar prices. Send today! 


BROTHERS NURSERY 


Box 910 Baroda, Mich. 





FREE ADVANCE COPY 1956 CATALOG 


60 illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find supplies, 
equipment and accessories for African Violets, Gloxinias, 
Geraniums, Azaleas, all greenhouse and indoor plants. 
Everything from potting mixes and plant foods to large 
aluminum plant stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts. 
Largest selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
indoor plants and greenhouse. Send now for your free copy. 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
On the Strand (Box 860) Oxford, Maryland 








48 Page FREE 
1956 Catalog 


AHLIAS 


Offers the best array of types 
in DAHLIADEL INTRODUC- 
TIONS and 600 of the Newest 
and Best in DAHLIAS from the largest 
exhibition to the tiniest Pom, and over 


130 of the finest outdoor CHRYSAN- 
THEMUMS. Many are the most recent 
introductions, Standards, Spoons, and 
the novelty Spiders that do well in gar- 
den culture. Catalog with complete Cul- 
tural Instructions. Ready in 
February. 


DAHLIADEL Box 24 
W.W.Maytrott, Vineland, N.J. 








Ci (Ci 
HARDY FERNS 
AND WILDFLOWERS 
suitable for shady locations. 
Hardy Perennials and Rock a 

Catalog Free On Req 
LOUNSBERRY GARDENS 
Oakford, Ilinois 
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This beautiful catalog 


your questions 


© Describes over 3000 flowers, 
hundreds of luxury vegetables, 
modern garden foods, chemicals, 
implements 

e 250 flowers shown in full color 
© Only catalog of its kind still 
published can be. YOURS—abso- 
lutely FREE 


Nowhere can you find a garden catalog so com- 
plete as Vaughan’s Gardening Illustrated, pub- 
lished since 1876. This beautiful 96-page book 
lists the finest flowers, plants and vegetables 
available—the exciting new varieties and hard- 
to-find old favorites. It tells home gardeners how 
to grow them successfully, describes and prices 
the chemicals, implements and pesticides neces- 
sary for good gardening. 

Since 1876 Vaughan’s has supplied florists and 
professional growers all over the country with the 
highest quality bulbs, seeds and plants. For 70 
years Vaughan’s Gardening Illustrated has been 
a complete, authoritative handbook for amateur 
gardeners. You could not buy so complete and 
beautiful a book on gardening, but a post card 
will bring it to you FREE 


SPECIAL—Giant Cactus-flowered Hybrid Zinnias Mixed 
Flowers 5 in. or more on bushy 3-ft. plants have 
quilled or curled petals arranged like Cactus Dahl- 
ias. Soft, vivid colors include reds, pinks, orange, 
yellow and blends. Rapidly becoming most popular 
zinnia strain. Pkt. (25¢ value) with catalog, 10°. 


VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE 


Dept. 112 610 W. Jackson Bivd., Chica ‘ i. 
49 Barclay Street, New York i 

Please send Gardening Illustrated’ FREE. 
Enclosed is 10¢ for pkt. Giant Cactus Zinnias. 


Name 
Address. 

















New 1956 
NOVELTIES 
Now Ready 


F, Hybrid Petunia 
FIRE DANCE 


distinct, most strikingly beautiful color yet 
reached in petunias, being a rich scarlet-red 
with bold flash-light throat of yellow, - and 
they are deeply fringed 34%” to 4” across, 
dwarf compact 15” plants, 24” spread, contin- 
ual bloomer. Pkt. 50c, 5 pkts. $2.00 
F, Hybrid Petunia “CARNIVAL” 
A carnival of 20 colors including bi-colors, 
3 to 4” ruffled. Pkts. 25c & 50c 
Other F, Hybrids 
APACHE rose red MOHAWK rose pink 
PALE FACE white SIOUX rich salmon 
Pkt. each 50c; 3 pkts. $1.25 
Petunias are Easy-to-grow if sown in NO- 
DAMPOFF (Sphagnum Moss) Pkge. $1.25 P.P. 
VALUED XMAS GIFT: 6 pkts. Petunia above 
& pkge. Nodampoff ($4.25 Value) for $3.00 
Catalog of other novelties on request 
BURNETT - SEEDSMEN INC. 
23-25 Warren St. N.Y. 7 Dept. A 





Dora 


World’s Most 
BEAUTIFUL 
Flower Seed Catalog! 


featuring: 


*A new larger list—220 varieties of Geo. J. Ball 
Sotage lower seeds formerly available to pro- 
fessional growers only. Ball seeds are widely used 
by commercial growers who insist upon only finest 
quality. Many varieties we offer are available only 
from Geo. J. Ball. 

*Beautiful authentic color illustrations in SEEDcraft 
are printed in Switzerland by master Swiss crafts 
men using a special process which insures accurate 
representation. 

*Several new unique SEEDcraft offers— 

A complete cond sowing ond transplanting kit for 
giving summer flowers a good early start indoors 
in spring . 

Inexpensive. Rooted Cuttings of garden Chrysan- 
themums, which give growth and blooms equal to 
more age ~~ plants... 

Jiffy -Pot—t exciting new plant-growing con- 
tainer made of peat—imported from Norway— 


All this and more in Ball's exciting 
new SEEDcraft for 1956. Now FREE 
—write for your copy today! 


GEO. J. BALL, 
DEPT. FG-16, WEST CHICAGO, 


Please send my 


WL. 

FREE copy of 1956 SEEDcraft 
Name 

Street 

City & State 
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The catkins from the hazel swung 
When you and I and March were young. 
Envoi: V. Sackville-West 


Sowing seed indoors this month 
launches the new gardening year. Get 
your garden off to a quick start by sow- 
ing tender annuals such as_petunias, 
verbenas, snapdragons. Tender vege- 
tables—tomatoes, cabbage, broccoli, 
eggplant can also be sown indoors now. 

Liquid fertilizers will give your house 
plants a boost. They quickly become 
available to plants and are easy to use, 

Did you know that there are more 
native “yellow violets” (viola species) 
in the West than “violet violets”? 





Flowers at Home, in 
March 


@ March is a good month for 
forcing branches of fruit trees, white 
dogwood, forsythia and _ other 
shrubs into flower. 

At your local florist, cymbidium 
orchids may be specially priced 
from time to time. A spray of them 
will add distinction to any home 
and may last from ten to fifteen days. 

The leathery texture of cymbi- 
diums and their new colors are mak- 
ing them a very popular corsage 
flower. With a little care they may 
be worn for several days. 











Popularity polls of flowers such as 
roses, day-lilies, etc., can be misleading. 
Often a good new variety may receive 
only a small number of votes the year 
it is introduced, due to its being grown 
in relatively few gardens and not being 
widely distributed. 

An early spring tour of the gardens 
of Williamsburg during the Garden 
Symposium each March is a link with 
the past that goes back farther than 
Colonial days, because the inspiration 
for the Williamsburg gardens was seeded 
in Renaissance Italy. 

Fluffy white dandelion seed heads 
can be made into a striking arrangement. 
The trick is in drying them. Pick 
before the pods open, when they are 
just showing white. Punch holes in a 
cardboard carton and place stems 
through holes so that the heads are sup- 
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J. HORACE MCFARLAND 


Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis) are the real 
harbingers of spring. They will push 
through a blanket of snow and laugh at 
below-freezing temperatures. Plant them 
near enough to the house so you won't fail 
to see them. Bulbs are set in September. 


ported and weight is off the stems. They 
will open in a day or two and can be ar- 
ranged when the stems become stiff. 

Cannas, so popular fifty years ago 
and so seldom seen today except in 
public gardens, are making a comeback. 
The harsh offensive colors have been 
replaced in the new hybrids, such as the 
Opera series, with soft pastel tones, and 
the flower form has been improved. 
They add an interesting touch to the 
perennial border, and, when planted in 
tubs, contribute a touch of color to 
terrace or roof garden decorations. 

It’s time to shake out winter kinks 
and make a tour of the garden. Watch 
particularly for plants which have been 
heaved out of the ground, and firm 
them back in. 

Flower shows are being held in many 
of the larger cities this month. Nursery- 
men toil and plan for a year or more to 
produce this spring wonderland and 
they appreciate your support. For a 
very rewarding experience take some- 
one with you who has never been before. 

Tuberous begonias can be started in- 
doors this month for earlier blooming 
in the garden. Use a fibrous planting 
medium—one part each of loam and 
sand and two parts peat. Place tubers 


with top or concave side level with 
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growing medium, and do not cover. 
Keep moist at about 60° to 65° in good 
light. When root growth is well de- 
veloped and top growth is from 3 to 
4 inches, set outdoors as soon as dan- 
ger of frost has passed. 

Forsythia, flowering-quince and witch- 
hazel, should be cut, brought indoors 
and placed in a bucket of water for 
forcing. Speed the process by syringing 
the stems with water as frequently as 
possible. In other words, “make like an 
early spring rain.” Allow the twigs and 
branches that you don’t bring indoors 
for forcing to lie on the ground. They are 
a delicacy for rabbits, and prevent their 
gnawing into trunks for refreshment. 

Gravel deposits which were left on 
the lawn beside the driveway when 
shoveled snow was tossed there, should 
be gently raked back into place before 
thawing weather allows the soil to suck 
it in. 

Batten down the mulch on the peren- 
nial garden before March winds have a 
chance to blow it onto your neighbor’s 
garden. 

Hand trimming of grass about flower 
borders can be almost entirely elimi- 
nated if a row of bricks is placed about 
the edge of the bed flush with the lawn. 

Bird houses are too often erected and 
then forgotten. If you provide a house, 
you should provide a_ housekeeper. 
Empty last year’s nests, scrub clean and 
make any necessary repairs. 


THEODORE WESTON 


= 
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Fertilizer can be spread early when the 
snow is still on the ground. As the snow 
melts, fertilizer is carried into the soil and 
grass will be ready for an early start. 
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New 
FORSYTHIA 


Lynwood 
Gold 


This 
is spring . 
carden | 
planning 
time 


Here it is... Wayside’s new 1956 

Catalog . . . to start you on your 

spring planning with a real flourish. 

It has everything you could possibly want 

or need for a more exciting garden. Imagine 
. over 1800 worthwhile items of fabu- 

lous beauty and traditional Wayside quality. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover postage and handling costs of 

this heavy book. It has no equal. Join the thousands of gardeners who rely on Wayside’s 

colorful catalog as their most complete source of ideas and the finest worthwhile new intro- 
ductions. Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color illustrations and help- 
ful cultural directions. Over 1800 prize- winning new roses, flowering shrubs 
and trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed”’ plants, that have been grown and 
rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised nursery. 


79 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 


Wasside fi Gardens 








ROSE CATALOGS 











There’s something special 
about “LOVE SONG’”’ 
and all STAR ROSES 


If you’re among the many thousands who order 
and plant famous Star Roses each year, you know 
they are “special’”’ in their hardiness, vigorous 
growth, profuse blooms and the excitingly fine 
results you get with them. If you’ve never planted 
STAR ROSES, start with “LOVE SONG”, the 
latest Star Rose bi-color introduction. Glamorous 
shades of pink and yellow. $2.50 ea., 3 for $6.60 
ppd. Order now for shipment at planting time. 


NEW SPRING CATALOG FREE 


Full color guide to all the 
Features gorgeous new 
red “‘President Eisenhower”, multicolor “‘Circus”’ 
and other newest All-America winners; plus 
“Peace’’ and many, many more. True descriptions 
—not fantasies—to help you choose. Filled with 
interesting offers Send for your free copy today! 
It’s the first step toward a magnificent garden 
next season. 


ALL STAR ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


Siar Roses 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
Our 59th year—West Gove 412, Pa. 


Love Song’ 
HT. Pl. Pat. 1360 


world’s best roses. 
introductions, brilliant 
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NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 


BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Supreme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses are more highly acclaimed. Send for 
pictured—list in color. Box F, LITTLE 
COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 





America’s Most Wanted 


ROSE CATALOG 


FREE! 


10 full pages in natural color of the finest 


Roses in America—all the New Roses and 


best varieties illustrated 
Send postcard for your personal copy! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


265 & STREET MAMBURG, IOWA 


The first step... 


Garden catalogs are the beginning 
of the garden year. Reading them 
now is the first step in careful gar- 
den planning. 


AM IFLORA ROSE ASLOWAS 


LIV VING FENCES 5°. 


BE Y YOUR HOME with dense rose hedges. 
= — < af as be a foot. WRITE TODAY for FREE C et 


Hardy 388; ROSES 


ZERO 


Nothing like them! Will withstand coldest climate to 35° below! 
Easy to grow. Choose from7 gorgeous varieties. Free catalog. 


The Whitten Nurseries, Box 425, Bridgman, Mich. 
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Now begins 

The housewife’s happiest season of the 
year 

The ground, 

spade— 

The beds, 


rake. 


already broken by the 


made level by the passing 
Thomas Buchanan Read 


Warm sunny days tempt the gardener 
to do his spring spading early. But 
stirring the soil must be postponed until 
it is only moist, not wet, until the soil 
just crumbles in the hand after squeez- 
ing it into a ball. If the soil makes a 
sticky ball instead, it is too wet. Spad- 
ing a wet soil will greatly injure the 
granular structure and the soil will likely 
become a hard mass in summer. 

If coffee prices go much higher those 
gardeners fortunate enough to have 
dandelions may resort to an old custom 
of using the roots as a substitute for 
coffee. 

Garden catalogs are brimful of help- 
ful information. But to know that a 
certain yellow day-lily will bloom with 
a sky-blue salvia is knowledge that is 
difficult to find. A notebook, pencil, 
and keen powers of observation will 
often suggest combinations that would 
never “just happen.” 

Maidenhair fern is a wonderful foil 
to cover gaps left by early-blooming 
species of wild flowers such as mertensia 
and Dutchmans-breeches. The delicate 
fronds appear just as mertensia blooms 
begin to fade. 

Gladiolus flowers, streaked and 
blotched last summer, indicate the 
presence of thrip. Spray every ten days 
with 50 per cent wettable DDT from 
the time the first four or five leaves ap- 
pear until the appearance of the flower 
stalk. 

An old iris clump in a border takes 
up a great deal of room and usually 
produces few flowers. Divide the 
clumps after flowering and reset in soil 
to which has been added humus and 
lime. Before going to this trouble, be 
sure the variety is worth it! Maybe you 
need new varieties. 

It is fitting that a good blackberry 
variety should perpetuate the name of 
that grand old man of horticulture and 
an authority on the blackberry genus, 
U. P. Hedrick. I suspect from the pic- 
ture in the Ferris (Earl Ferris Nursery, 
Hampton, lowa) catalog that the va- 
riety, HEDRICK, is one of the sativus 
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group, the short-cluster varieties of gar- 
dens, of which the old variety SNYDER 
is perhaps the best known. This variety 
is a good annual bearer of heavy crops 
of large, coreless, sweet fruits. HEDRICK 
may be your answer for an annual sup- 
ply of blackberries —C. W. Woop 

It is gratifying to a lover of our 
native flora to see the increasing popu- 
larity of the closed gentian, Gentiana 
Andrewsi, during recent years. To all 


FRANK FENNER 


Rhubarb should be pulled and not cut. 
Grasp firmly, close to the base, and with 
a quick jerk remove the entire stalk. Cut 
back flower stems as soon as they appear. 


who have entered the gentian cult by 
this door: Congratulations! You will 
find its lovely white form, alba, just as 
amenable as the type. The trouble 
heretofore has been the limited number 
of sources for the plant. But we may 
now add to the short list Leslie Wild 
Flower Nursery, South Summer Street, 
Methuen, Massachusetts, who, inciden- 
tally, has a most intriguing list of na- 
tives, including double bloodroot and 
trailing arbutus.—C. W. Woop 

The soil around new homes is often 
poor; generally it’s just the subsoil the 
contractor brought up when digging the 
basement. This can be downright dis- 
couraging to garden ambitions. The 
chances are that you will live in the 
house for a good long while so it’s not 
absolutely necessary to improve all the 
soil in one year. Start by just incor- 
porating compost, manure or peatmoss 
in the upper few inches. Next year 
work more organic material in a little 
deeper. Plant cover crops, such as win- 
ter rye, to be turned under in as many 
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areas as possible. Before too many 
years you will have good soil a foot or 
more deep. 

Don’t despair if the deciduous shrubs 
and trees you set out this month take 
longer to leaf out than _ established 
plants. It is hard for these new mem- 
bers of your garden to break dormancy, 
but you can help by keeping their roots 
moist and by syringing their stems if 
season is dry. Next spring buds will un- 
furl on schedule. All they ask now is 
that you be patient with them. 

Where space permits, chrysanthe- 
mums do well when lined out like vege- 
tables in an open bed. Then when they 
are just about ready to bloom they can 
easily be moved, without danger of set- 
back, into empty places left by early 
annuals in the border. 

Broad-leaved vi -eds in lawns, espe- 
cially dandelions, should be attacked 
this month while still small. Use any 
recommended weed killer and follow di- 
rections carefully. Use on a warm day. 

Whether you grow six tomato plants 
or sixteen, sow a packet of basil seeds 
nearby. This will be a reminder that 
basil and tomatoes are to each other as 
ham and eggs, bread and butter, wine 
and cheese or as any number of other 
good combinations. Who can describe 
the flavor of basil or any herb for that 
matter? Its spicy sweetness should be 
to everyone’s taste, especially when 
fresh leaves are chopped and spread 
on thick slices of tomato. Add a few 
bread crumbs and generous dabs of but- 
ter and broil until tomatoes are piping 
hot. Chopped basil is good on thin 
tomato slices served cold, with or with- 
out olive oil depending on your taste. 

Tulip flowe,. and foliage that appear 
spotted are usually infected with the 
fungus known as botrytis. This may be 
controlled by spraying with either 
fermate or zerlate. Spray must be ap- 
plied as frequently as three times a 
week, and the first application should be 
made just as the new leaves begin to 
emerge from the soil. All diseased flow- 
ers and leaves should be removed and 
burned. 
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Give Gladiolus Bulbs 
for Christmas 


A wonderful idea for pleasing those garden- 
ing friends! We have a very fine unlabeled 
collection of 40 different varieties. 100 
bulbs for $6, or 50 for $3, or we can send 
a gift certificate for any amount you wish p 
and let the recipient make his own selec- , i 

tion from our new 1955 catalog (issued in > CATALOG . 
January). ' L 1 of Perennials SWEET PEA 
For presents where later delivery is wanted, and Bulbs ‘ ‘ 
we send a beautiful card announcing the CATALOG 


gift. 25¢ 
VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP “tea 


Finest obtainable. Another unusual gift. K f 
Only $7. per gallon; $3.75 per % gal.; 22 iS aempferi 
$2. per quart. F.O.B. (add postage for P 
13 lbs., 7 Ibs. or 4 Ibs. respectively to A . 
your check for postpaid shipment). @ IS of apan 
Order early to avoid the last minute rush. es 

FLOWERFIELD is the recognized source 


Send 10¢ for our colorful new 1955 Glad America for the rare and classic varieties of 
Catalog, out in January. Japanese Iris. These and many of our own intro- 
TI * he ’ 3 , ductions have been in continuous cultiva- 

his is one of the very finest and most tion for over fifty years. Send for Catalog 
beautiful gladiolus catalog published. 


Champlain View Gardens 


Elmer Gove Box 45, Burlington, Vt. 














DEPT. F2, BOX 90 OYSTER BAY, L.I., 
Sales Office 169 South Street 





. ’ 

t® YOu WANT TRE BEST < # Sehreines 

SEND FOP OUR LIST ... ; "4 sRIS 

A 6 Send for 1955 Iris Book. Sweet Pea Special 

100 giant blooms in natural color from Cuthbertson Collection 
America's iris headquarters .. . 25¢ 

If you are int t 4 , ‘ L- 

rg Fe rt s" SCHREINER'S GARDENS «2, Box FEEL Salem, Ore ges stringer a acing | sce demgrace 


‘ A ly vigorous with large blossoms, long, 
membership in the | Sy American Gladiolus 4 R larly 5c +h 
Council is a ‘“‘must.’’ Cultural folder (in color) strong stems. egularly 15c each... 
filled with the latest information on growing “ One each of the following — 12 packets 
olus, and benefits of membership in the N. A. ¢ 


is yours for the asking from: $1.00 postpaid. Save 80c! 


NORTH AMERICAN PANSY AND PRIMROSE err DAVID, Rose Crimso 
GLADIOLUS COUNCIL , CATALOGS Canon, Sen One EVERY. tron Pink 
- Department X 4 FRANK G., Lavender JANET, White 
820 Ontario Street tavre de Grace, Md. JIMMY, Deep Scarlet LOIS, Rose Pink 
adietiapeasd MARIAN, Cream TOMMY, Bive 


KENNETH, Crimson WANETA, Deep Salmon 
GLAD CATALOG... 


in full natural color q A T PA N ey ASK FOR OUR FALL AND SPRING CATALOGS 
ame s -poaainecte ed GI bie NT 3 to GILL BROS. SEED co. 


hes d t boast n : 
Send for your copy today velvet-lihe ‘texture’ and. wimpuaiiy 4 Dept. FG, Montavilla Sta., Portland 16, Ore. 
brilliant colors. Plant this fall for 
eort flowe = n - — apes 9.06 
vr 
CLA DIOLUS Pansy Mixture “100 po : oe. 
" ' Ss. ss 
GARDENS Color Catalog FREE aad 


or | rents ata EN CATALOGS 


GLADIOLUS CATALOG || 


fully describes the best new - winners and 
Seversi ‘Miesteted In fell color. ‘send Yer it PRIMROSES, PANSIES, (eee 
Prices. are right ADIOLUS CARDENS HARDY CYCLAMEN, HELLEBORUS FREE! 
by ty poy eibsay 1956 CATALOG OF WORLD FAMOUS 


3132 N. RIVER ROAD SALEM, OREGON Send for free catalog in color. 


_— ecm ae We Clarke -esisives Bhicai BRISTOL MUMS 


Send Today: 


dont forget! BRISTOL NURSERIES, INC. 


400 Pinehust Road 
For the Best in Gladiolus BEGONIA CATALOG Bristol, Connecticut 


From the largest to the smallest. From 
the old reliables to the new, new All- AMERICAN GROWN grr 
American Selections. 



















































































TW BERS World’s Finest 


Send for your copy today to: — Ns Ax 5 SEEDS CHAYSANTHEMUMS 
DISTINCTIVE GLADS Ss PLANTS GRAND MERE NURSERIES 
E.A. & E.F. QuacKEeNBUSH 


Box 29-F : tehi 
BOX 27 R.D.1, MIDDLETOWN, PA. “HARROLD’S enniats Pas Route 4, Niles, Michigan 
OREGON 


Our 1956 catalog includes them all. 
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June reared that bunch of flowers you 
carry, 
From seeds of April’s sowing. 
Robert Browning 


The vegetable garden will be the 
scene of lots of activity during these 
late spring months. In all but the most 
northerly areas all danger of frost is 
past so the tender plants such as to- 
matoes, eggplants and peppers may now 
be set out in the garden safely. For late 
season crops set out more cabbage, 
broccoli and cauliflower plants. Succes- 
sion plantings of beans, beets, carrots 
and lettuce may be made now. Be sure 
to thin these in the row when they are 
large enough to handle. Bush beans 
should stand 4 inches apart; beets, 3 
inches; carrots, 2 inches; and lettuce, 6 
to LO inches. 

Caladiums against a backdrop of ever- 
greens give a cooling and distinguished 
look to a shrub border and should be 
used more often. Our modern outdoor 
living rooms lend themselves particu- 
larly well to a few caladiums in tubs for 
accent. 

As much space and effort are needed 
to grow a poor variety as a good one. 
If you haven't checked lately on some 
of the newer varieties of iris, day-lilies 
or phlox—to name a few—make it a 
point to do so. 

Getting fewer iris blooms each year? 
Then it’s time to divide. Mark color of 
blooms on wooden stakes, and plan 
to divide after flowering or in the fall. 
Consider adding a new color to your 
collection at this time. 

The rambler roses are at their peak 
this month. As the last flower fades, 
cut back all blooming canes; it is the 
new growth which bears flowers next 
season, 

A neat edging to a perennial border 
has its virtue, but a garden where the 
alyssum creeps a bit out of bounds, or 
the petunias cascade over a brick edging 
has a look that belies description. 
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White perennial candytuft (/beris sem- 
pervirens) and red flame azaleas make 
a striking combination. After they have 
bloomed, trim back the candytuft 
severely so as to keep a compact, well- 
formed plant. 

Young delphinium shoots are a fes- 
tive treat to those microscopic creatures 
called mites. Tightly curled and knotted 
leaves are a good indication of their 
presence, but spraying is more effective 
if started sooner. All of the new sprays 
containing malathion do. a good job. 

Fragrance in flowers is certainly an 
asset. We all know the fragrance of 
the rose, but how many have noted the 
scent of day-lilies? Hyperion is a fine 
example! 

Narcissus and tulips (as well as other 
spring-blooming bulbs) will benefit from 
a dressing of plant food after blooming 
to aid in storing up next year’s food. 
Remove and burn any diseased-looking 
foliage or buds. 

Research in insecticides and fungi- 
cides is at such a rapid pace that it 
sometimes seems you just test a product 
and find it good, only to learn that it’s 
no longer on the market the following 
season. Remember that no matter how 
good the product, unless it is properly 
used at the right time and for the pur- 
pose intended, money is thrown away. 
If it pays to spray, it pays to do it 
right! 

Delphinium spikes should be cut 
after blooming in order to produce a 
second flowering in the fall. 

Stake plants before they need it, not 
after. The stakes should be as incon- 
spicuous as possible and large enough to 
support the mature plant. 

Quick freezing of herbs retains their 
full summertime flavor. Particularly 
good are sweet basil, chervil, chives, 
dill, fennel, lovage, sweet marjoram, 
spearmint, parsley, sage, sorrel, French 
tarragon and thyme. Proceed as you 
would for spinach-blanching and then 
dip into ice water. For convenience seal 
in small cellophane bags and then place 
several bags of one herb in a smail wax 
carton. Thaw at room temperature and 
use immediately after thawing. 

Leaves of plantain-lilies (hosta) will 
occasionally be chewed by slugs or 
snails which are often present in shady 
places. Scatter slug bait containing 
metaldehyde about the plants, and the 
creatures will soon disappear. 
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Check columbine leaves for presence 
of leaf miner which feeds between the 
leaf surfaces and causes winding silvery 
lines in them. Best control is hand pick- 
ing the leaves and then destroying them. 

Peonies just don’t know their own 
strength; they bear too many heavy 
blossoms for the stems to support. You 
can help the situation a great deal by 
removing all the side buds so that there 
will be only one flower to a stem. 

When rhubarb stalks have been cut 
and cut, and everyone has eaten his fill 
of fresh rhubarb, then is the time to try 
these two preserving recipes from the 
Ball Blue Book: 

Wash and cut unpeeled stalks into 
l-inch pieces. Measure. Add %2 to 1 
cup sugar for each quart rhubarb. Mix 
well. Let stand 3 to 4 hours. Heat 
slowly to boiling. Boil 3. minutes. Pack 
hot into hot Ball jars. Process 10 min- 
utes in boiling-water bath. 

For baked rhubarb cut rhubarb into 
14-inch pieces. Add 1 cup sugar and 
¥2 teaspoon spice to each quart of 
rhubarb. Bake until tender. Pack into 
hot Ball jars. Process 5 minutes in boil- 
ing-water bath. 

Cut your lawn regularly now that it 
is growing actively. Actually, try to 
cut it before it needs cutting. If you 
only take off the top % to %4 inch, 
your lawn will stay healthier. 


CENEREUX 


Red-bud (Cercis canadensis) is used effec- 
tively in a perennial border. Flowering 
crabs, since they stay relatively small, may 
also be used in this way. Enough light 
filters through the branches to permit 
plants to grow to normal size underneath 
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SCHEEPERS’ | 


superior quality 





perfect gift for the indoor gardener 
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SCHEEPERS’ 


An ideal gift is the one that grows and lasts, giving 
of itself season after season. Listed here are special 
gifts for gardening friends, bulbs that bring lasting 
beauty. The Scheepers’ label guarantees they’re the 
best bulbs you can buy. 


AMARYLLIS— 


Our Holland Exhibition Strain 


Amaryllis have a history more than two centuries old. Linnaeus 
mentioned them first in 1737 in his Hortus Cliffortianus, and from 
that day to this they have grown steadily in popularity. Their 
glowing beauty and wide range of colors have made friends for 
them all over the world. 


The Amaryllis is easily grown at room temperature with a mini- 
mum of care, and makes a decorative plant of incomparable beauty. 
Our Extra Large Bulbs will many times produce two flower spikes, 
with three or four blooms to a stem, each bloom perfect in shape 
and 8 to 11 inches across. With proper care Amaryllis bulbs will 
last indefinitely, providing indoor beauty season after season—the 
flowering period extends from mid-December to the end of April. 
Their carefully selected varieties are all Prize-Winners at shows 
in Holland, England and here at home. 


BORDER GEM. Delightful bright red with white edging to each petal. $4.50 ea. 


L’INNOCENCE., Pure white throughout. A lovely bloom. $6.50 each. 
ORANGE KING. Clear orange. A very fine variety. $4.00 each. 

PINK PERF ECTION. Bright pink with light salmon shadings. $4.00 ea. 
RED ROVER. Large flower of bright velvety red. $4.00 each. 


SA LMON QUEEN. Fine salmon-orange. $4.00 each. 
STRIPED BEAUTY. pure white with rose pink stripes. $4.00 each. 


SPECIAL COLLECTION. Consisting of one bulb each of the above varieties. Total 


7 bulbs. List Price $31.00. SPECIAL COLLECTION PRICE $25.00. 


MIXED BULBS (Qur selection) 3 bulbs for $10.00. 5 bulbs for $15.00 





NARCISSIE PAPERWHITE GRANDIFLORA— 


For growing in a bowl with pebbles and water. Our Exhibition 
Strain is carefully selected by our experts in the South of 
France. Delightfully Fragrant. Clusters of from 15 to 21 beauti- 
ful white blossoms are produced on strong stems 15 to 18 
inches high (our large exhibition size bulbs many times have 
two stems to a bulb) with beautiful green foliage. May be 
flowered this way from December through March so we sug: 
gest weekly plantings for continuous bloom. They flower from 
5 to 6 weeks after planting. $2.50 for 10; $4.75 for 25; 
$18.00 per 100. 











ORDER NOW—WE WILL SHIP IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS, 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE SCHEEPERS’ BULBS ON YOUR 
CHRISTMAS LIST. WE WILL GIFT WRAP THEM AND EN. 
CLOSE A CARD IN YOUR NAME, PLUS FULL PLANTING 
AND CULTURAL INSTRUCTIONS. 











LANDSCAPE 
CATALOGS 











FREE e FREE e FREE 


LANDSCAPE 
IDEAS 


CATALOG 
Featuring selected evergreens 
—flowering trees and shrubs— 
hedging plants—shade trees, 
vines—roses—dwarf fruit 
trees—strawberries and _per- 
ennials—the cream of the 
crop from our field-grown 
plants. 





g3u4 ° 3302 ° 


Write us today for free catalog 


FORREST KEELING NURSERY 


ELSBERRY 68, MO. 


© 33444 











FREE e FREE e FREE 





Learn FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
& FLORISTRY 


For PLEASURE or PROFIT. Big 

demand for arrangers, Lecturers, 

florists, helpers, judges, & consult- 

ants. We teach you to make pro- 

fessional sprays, wreaths, corsages, 

tiaras, etc. 

TUDY AT HOME 

Hundreds of successful graduates 

prove the value of our methods. 

Learn correctly & quickly. You 

will really enjoy this training. 

FOR FULL OR PART TIME EARNINGS 
Whether you study for pleasure or 
profit you will find hundreds of inter- 
esting opportunities in this field. 
Graduates report fine earnings. Many 
start own business. Send for folder 
“Opportunities in Floristry." 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INST. 
Studio F-125, 310 S. Robertson 

Los es 48, California 





gs 
Become a Landscape Specialist 
Increase your earning power. 
“} Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
mc’, method teaches you modern 
trends in landscape and garden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
1 ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 

world. 39th year. Catalog: 

Charter member, National Home Study Council 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 1125, 4508 Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lowa 








MAKE MONEY 
IN 
LANDSCAPING 


Thorough training by Interna- 
tionally known Landscape Archi- 
tect to start your own business, 


JOHN SCHEEPERS, Jnc. Spee? 


FLOWER BULB SPECIALISTS, 37 Wall Street, New York 5, N.Y. || ez "2ih,Apumrtig ve WEES 
Telephone HAnover 2-1177 Established 1912 





NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Dept. F-125, 310 So. Robertson, Los Angeles 48, Cal. 
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Songs, Spring thought perfection, 

Summer criticizes; 

What in May escaped detection, 

August, past surprises, 

Notes, and names each blunder. 
Robert Browning 


A late summer garden is given quite 
a boost when the pure white spikes of 
Veronica IcICLE come into bloom. It 
is a vigorous grower which reaches 22 
feet, has rich dark green foliage, and is 
excellent in arrangements. 

“What is a weed? A plant whose 
virtues have not yet been discovered.” 
Emerson: Fortune of the Republic. 
Crabgrass will require a great deal of re- 
search to get out of this category. 

Take a critical look at your phlox 
in July. Remove those plants with 
sickly colors to make room for some of 
those with brilliant new colors. 

Day-lilies shipped when the weather 
is extremely hot may seem to be dried 
out when received. Plunge them, tops 
and all, in a pail of cool water for 
twenty-four hours and then plant. This 
neat little trick, however, won’t work 
with all plants. 

In cutting gladiolus blooms permit 
at least four good leaves to remain on 
the plant to develop a good corm for 
next season’s bloom. 

Delphinium seed sown now in a cold- 
frame will make good blooming plants 
next summer. Get good seed from a 
specialist and you will be assured of 
prize-winning varieties. 

Before the guillotine put an end to 
it all, the gardens of Versailles were 
brilliantly lighted. Today you don’t 
have to be a friend of Louis to enjoy 
a garden at night. Handsome fixtures 
at new low rates take garden lighting 
out of the luxury class. 

Size alone does not make a flower 
desirable for the discriminating gar- 
dener; but large size often spells the 
difference between an ordinary variety 
and a real attention-arrester. Take 
gladiolus KING Size, for instance. Its 
pink flowers, pretty enough to be sure, 
would just be another pink variety if it 
were not for its immense size. Imagine 
a spike 6 feet tall, on which ten im- 
mense pink flowers are open at one 
time, and you will have some idea of 
the breathtaking splendor of KING Size. 
While you are visiting gladiolus plant- 
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ings this fall, keep your eyes open for 
KinG Size. Champlain View Gardens, 
Burlington, Vermont, has it. 

—C. W. Woop 

Materials for air-layering, an ancient 
Chinese custom, have been put into a 
twentieth-century package for do-it- 
yourself Americans. Plastics have sim- 
plified the old propagation method, and 
if Confucius were around, we are sure 
he would give his endorsement to this 
method of increasing plant collections. 

Don’t drown those fresh-picked ears 
of sweet corn when you cook them! 
Either steam them in a minimum of 
water or, better yet, wrap each husked 
ear in Reynolds aluminum foil and cook 
over your barbecue fire. In twenty 
minutes’ time the ears will be cooked to 
flavorful perfection. Ears left over the 
fire for a longer period will be de- 
liciously roasted. Either way results in 
corn at its best. 

Mildew on phlox should be prevented 
by frequent dusting with sulphur. Old 
clumps or those where air circulation is 
poor seem most susceptible. 

Chrysanthemums should be given 
plenty of water. Let the hose run slowly 
at the base of the plants to assure a 
thorough soaking. One of the new types 
of soil soakers is handy for this purpose. 
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The fence is an integral part of this annual 
border. Clematis or morning-glories might 
have been used against the fence to extend 
the period of bloom through the summer. 
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Asparagus beds can be kept free of 
weeds by spreading a heavy layer of 
salt. Anyone who has tried weeding 
knows the virtue of this suggestion. 

Evergreens which are balled and bur- 
lapped can be planted even during these 
summer months, but be sure to give 
them plenty of water, when planted, and 
for the remainder of the season. 

Parks and public gardens offer a 
wonderful opportunity for you to see 
plants in bloom and get new ideas for 
your garden. Don’t trust your memory 
to remember the varietal names. 

If dahlia flowers fail to open, or the 
stem tips wilt, suspect presence of the 
tarnished plant bug. This insect is about 
one quarter-inch long, brownish in color 
and marked with yellow and black 
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Cosmos make excellent cut flowers and 
are simple to grow from seed. Note how 
the flowers have been brought down to 
the base of the container—one of the basic 
rules for a good flower arrangement. 


dashes. 


Spray with 50 per cent wet- 
table DDT at the rate of 1 tablespoon to 
1 gallon of water. 

Homemade tomato juice, made from 
the fruits of your own garden, is truly 
delicious. Use this recipe from the Ball 
Blue Book: Wash and drain firm, fresh, 


red-ripe tomatoes. (One small decayed 
spot can cause the whole batch to 
spoil.) Remove core and blossom ends. 
Leave tomatoes whole and bake in oven, 
or cut into small pieces and cook slowly 
(simmer) until soft. Press through fine 
sieve or food mill. Reheat juice until 
it is almost, but not quite, boiling. Pour, 
hot, into hot Ball jars. Process 15 min- 
utes in boiling-water bath. If you wish, 
add salt, sugar and spices to taste. 
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HYBRID TOMATO 


Biggest Smooth, Round, Red 
toes Ever Produced! 
Gigantic, thick-meated, perfectly smooth, 
so heavy they often weigh 1 lb. or more each. 
Superb quality, extra delicious, wonderful. 
Unsurpassed for the garden, wins prizes at 
the fairs, always brings highest prices. 
Plants Grow Faster, Bear Heavier 
Because they are Hybrids the plants grow 
time only we'll mail faster, sturdier—bear heavier, and longer. 
SEED you 10 Seeds FREE, if hey set more fruits even in bad weather 
CATALOG you send stamp for postage. Or, to have more 
plants, we'll mail postpaid 70 Seeds for $1. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 
392 Burpee Building—at nearest city: 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 











ORCHIDS FOR CHRISTMAS 


SPECIAL —for limited 


128 pages, best flowers 
and eg on includin; 
all the Burpee Hybrids. It’s the le 
ing American seed catalog, withmoney- 
saving specials on almost every page. 








ORCHID CATALOGS 











Purple-flowering plants in bud $9.95 
White-flowering plants in bud 15.00 
Shipped prepaid 


WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY- 
PROFITABLE HOME BUSINESS! Cultucal Instructions fureshed 


ow ORC he : DS mye | A 
fo OWN HOME QUALITY PLANTS FOR noeprists 


NO GREENHOUSE 
NEEDED YEAR ‘ROUND eRe ca 
~ ANY CLIMATE SS oe 
MAINE TO 
CALIFORNIA 


vermont 
-— & ae es eS Ss 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE 


INQUIRIES CORDIALLY ANSWERED 


Most enjoyable hob- 
by I know. People 
drove 100 miles t« 
see this plant 10 
flowers, 8¥2 inches 
across! 

THOMAS HURST—Utah 
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America’s Most Wanted 
ond Nerceey CATALOG 


FILL YOUR HOME WITH ORCHIDS... 





EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR. 


Successful family of home growers now reveal their secrets for 
your pleasure and profit. Learn the exciting facts about raising 
beautiful Orchids at home how to grow dozens of varieties in 
every rainbow color have Orchids in full bloom every month of 
the year! Many grow without soil, getting food from the air. NO 
GREENHOU SE NEEDED. Start on table or window le dge 


THRILLING HOBBY—EXCITING HOME BUSINESS. Imagine the delight of 
watching gorgeous Orchids burst into bloom right in your own liv- 
ing room! The big lavender corsage Orchids you see in every flower 
shop—also many others in all sizes and colors. Orchids for your own 
enjoyment, for gifts or to sell at good profits 


FINE PROFITS — ANY LOCATION — RETAIL — WHOLESALE — MAIL ORDER 
Learn how to market your Orchids for profit, no matter where you 
live—small town, big city, or on a farm. Millions sold by mail order 
year ‘round. Tropical Flowerland’s “Quick-Profit Plan” helps you 
get started at once, without investment in stock. No overhead 


Home Growers Coast to Coast 
Benefit from the Schirmers’ Help 


My Orchids are do- Growing Orchids 
ing fine. I selimany for profit lets me 
blooms and haven't have my business 
really started to at home. When I 
I owe my first saw your ad 
the [had never seen an : eratefet to the 

Schirmers Orchid for everything 
MRS. PRANK HAR. MRS. SEABIE SMITH mn. 5. V. SMART 
WOOD— Oregon —Arkensas —Colerede 
TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 7c 


Orchids offer rich 


I have standing 
reward in beauty 


orders for future 
flowers and divi 


Schirmers 
*ARS. ROBERT E. LEE 
— Obie 


DECEMBER 1955 


4622 Wiishire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


LOUIS and GLADYS SCHIRMER 
SUCCESSFUL HOME-GROWERS, SAY 
“We'll Show You How We Raised 
Orchid Plants Worth a Fortune- 
Starting At Home in Spare Time.” 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMUY. It's great fun to grow Orchids. 
And the whole family can help—from teen-agers up. Mr 
Schirmer himself is over 60—was nearly 50 when he and 
Mrs. Schirmer first started to grow Orchids for profit. 


LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. Learn how one plant may 
become many, each as valuable as the first! Flower pro- 
duction and plant stock should both increase steadily~ 
year after year—and so should your profits! 


COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS and Blooming-Size Orchid 
Plant Sent for You to Examine at Home without Risk! 


Airmail coupon today for photos — many in full color 
amazing offer of Complete Shows you how to grow 30 
Home Course and a real different kinds of Orchids at 
blooming-size Orchid plant home, and market them for 
for you to examine at home extra income — spare or full 
without risk! Nearly 300 time. Send no money—fill out 
large-size pages, filled with and send in the coupon 
“show-how” drawings and Airmail is quickest 


FREE-AIRMAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept 7C 

4622 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 

Please rush FREE details on your offer of Lovis & 
Gladys Schirmers’ instructions which show me how 
to grow Orchids at home. The tnstructions will in 
clude @ reo! blooming-size Orchid plant and valy 
eble *'Quick-Profit Plan’’—all sent for me to ex 
amine ot home without risk. This request does not 
ebligote me in ony woy 
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FREE! 


ng tor the idea! shrub, tree ther 
ry and flower items to help beautify 
-We have it in this new 84 
page catalog 


ur home 


Send postcard for your personal copy! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


265 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 


Dont Miss 


ROCKNOLL’S SPRING PLANT GUIDE 
AND CATALOGUE FOR 1956 


Free fer the asking. 


Everything for the hardy garden. Peren- 
nials, trees, chrysanthemums, flowering 
shrubs, roses, bulbs, evergreens, vines, rock 
plants, etc. 


ROCKNOLL NURSERY 


DEPT. 15 MORROW, OHIO 
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Golden leaves in an amber pool, 
And rocks ali warm in the sun. 
Why should we fret that summer is gone, 
When autumn has just begun? 
October Ale: Esther C. Grayson 


A drive through the New England 
countryside at this time of year, when 
the fields are a soft blue haze from the 
blooms of the wild asters, should be a 
reminder that there are many improved 
hardy asters that give a splash of color 
at summer’s end. Combine them with 
the hardy cushion chrysanthemums for 
interesting effects. 

Hankering for a new rose? Try 
JIMINY CRICKET, a 1955 All-America 
winner in the floribunda class. It has 
masses of tangerine-red buds which 
open to vermilion, and its color does 
not fade. 

Tuck a few clumps of day-lilies in 
nooks and bays of the shrub border. 
Inconspicuous when not in flower, they 
provide a_ brilliant accent when in 
bloom. 

Pink lily-of-the-valley is still some- 
what of a novelty. Plant now and de- 
light your friends with a few sprays this 
spring. 

When I started to think about wake- 
robin, Trillium grandiflorum, as a sub- 
ject for a column this fall, I began to 
wonder if the older garden writers were 
as enthusiastic about it as | am. Inquiry 
shows that they have been as far back 
as the trillium has been known to gar- 
deners. Why, then, one wonders, is 
not this crowning glory of spring seen 
more in gardens. The answer is that 
trilllums are seldom used correctly. 
Instead of one, two or three lonely 
plants, try planting as many as your 
space will permit and see what an en- 
trancing spring picture they will make 
in their shady home. And then if you 
want greenery after the trilliums have 
gone to rest, try some of the ferns 
listed by Lounsberry Gardens, Oakford, 
Illinois, which also makes a specialty of 
the wake-robin.—C. W. Woop 

When a foreign plant likes us so well 
that it makes itself at home in moist 
places from Maine to New Mexico, and 
we like the immigrant, the mutual affec- 
tion means a useful association. That is 
the case with the round-leaved, or pine- 
apple, mint, Mentha rotundifola, which 
has long been used in gardens and 
kitchens and has escaped to suitable 
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places in many Eastern and Southern 
states. It will also be true with its 
variegated form (grayish leaves with 
creamy variegations), when gardeners 
have made its acquaintance. In addition 
to its culinary uses, the latter is also 
highly ornamental in the front of bor- 
ders or as a low edging. Plantation Gar- 
dens, R.F.D. 2, Lynchburg, Virginia, 
has it.—C. W. Woop 

A pleasant surprise of the rather drab 
1954 garden season came from two 
scraggly plants of Oenothera oklaho- 
mensis from a friend who, in turn, had 
it in seeds from Claude A. Barr, Prairie 
Gem Ranch, Smithwick, South Dakota. 
I knew nothing about an evening prim- 
rose of that name then and know little 
more now except that it puts on a long 
performance (May through July), pro- 
ducing numerous 3-inch, bright yellow 
flowers on foot-tall, or slightly higher, 
plants. That is enough for me! If it 
does not spread too rapidly (and there’s 
no indication of that fault) or is not too 
short lived, it will be an addition to our 
summer borders.—C. W. Woop 

Before freezing weather sets in lay 
in a store of potting soil for house plants 
and early-started seeds. If woods soil 
is available this is often better than 
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Clematis is one of the most graceful of 
vines for growing over a doorway or on a 
fence. Flowers may be had in deep or 
pastel shades of purple and pink, and the 
pure-white varieties are always popular. 
Some of the newer hybrids are alluring. 
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garden soil as it is very rich in humus. 

The seedpods of many plants and 
weeds are excellent for winter arrange- 
ments. Milkweed, cattails, and meadow 
grasses are only a few of those you will 
find in even a casual search. 

Rhododendrons, laurel, holly and 
other broad-leaved evergreens will ap- 
preciate several long drinks of water 
before winter arrives. Fall rains may 
provide adequate refreshment, but if 
they don’t, the garden hose will do this 
job to help prevent winter-burning. 

The Orientals must think that we are 
a strange breed when they see in our 
advertisements how American seedsmen 
concentrate on bringing new strains of 
lawn grasses to home gardeners. In the 
Oriental mind, grass is purely “con- 
templation for cows” and it has a minor 
role, if any, in Chinese or Japanese 
gardens. 

Peonies should be cut back to the 
ground and the foliage burned. This is 
a good safeguard against botrytis—a 
fungus which winters over on the past 
season’s foliage. 

Parsley can be enjoyed all winter long 
if you remember to pot up a few plants 
and bring them indoors. Chives also 
add a nice fresh touch to winter salads. 

Hardy annuals can be sown late in 
October where they are to bloom next 
year. This early sowing will give the 
plants a good start against those sown 
in the spring. Poppies, larkspur, calen- 


dulas and corn-flowers are particularly 
adaptable to this method. 

Be prepared with a few coverings to 
put over your blooming plants when the 


first freeze hits. Often if they survive 
the first freeze you will get several 
weeks of flowers before a hard freeze- 
up. 
Roses should be given no further ap- 
plications of fertilizers. At this time the 
canes should be hardening to help them 
resist winter cold. Do not hill the soil 
around the plants until colder weather, 
or growth will be encouraged. 
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For Summer Beauty 
Cive 


GLADS fy -# __.... 


for Christmas gar —— NUT TREES 


Double Valve — Shade Pius Profits 
Give exciting gift boxes of selected, Best varieties of English Walnut, Hardy Pecans, Black 


a . | Walnut, Chestnut, etc. Heavy bearers. Enough nuts to 
famous John Bastian glad bulbs for eat plus some to sell. Excellent for shade. FREE catalog. 
Christmas. Lovely exhibition quali- scat Over 100. bargains in shrubs, evergreens, fruits, roses 

. trees. Write for your copy today. 
ty gladiolus from verdant Oregon. Box Assortment Ackerman Nursery, 135 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 





Select now! Sai 


Rainbow Selection (A)— 50 large select bulbs : ae DRAMA TEES on SOUT 
Rainbow Selection (B)— 100 large select bulbs / : foo ts yas o-eae 
Pastel Selection (A)— 24 large bulbs, 8 varieties. ... : TD Gor modern quedenere Send ter © anpy 
Pastel Selection (B)— 48 large bulbs, 8 varieties cee ‘ wy, today before you buy. 








Christmas Bolly Fr" Rhododendron 


Fresh, bright holly...abundant with red, red_ berries... 


for Christmas in your home, or as special gifts! Order New, delightfully red Elizabeth. 
early for assured Christmas arrival, We will send direct- 


ly to your friends with your card. Hardy dwarf becomes loaded 
Loose Holly—carefully packed. .......$3.95 with buds. 
Christmas Wreaths: 14”°—$4.45, 18”°— 5.95 
at— 7.98 Only $4.95, 2 for $7.95 
Swog—28” «x 10” n6%............. 4.25 y$ $ 


Prompt postpaid shipment. Send cash, check, or M.O. 
=a No C.O.D.'s please. 
SEND FOR. | e 


FREE 


COLORFUL BULB and 
GIFT CATALOG 


Flowering Trees pte Sacral rE oes 
Flowering Trees | RHODODENDRONS | /2-=St"3"S., 


istincti and cica's anest marscry’ hes, So, ge’ pages 
Distinction to Your Home ze page 


‘OrEERRIS NORTHERN GROWN i ivanatdens 
: . Shade Trees Roses ruit Trees 
Our big new 1956 catalog has everything you oo saad Plants 
virec anting 
need to beautify your yard—add value to your ‘is 











ng suggestion 
this great _ Ferris: ae ery Catalog and Plant. 


home. Best varieties of flowering trees, flowering exclusively offered by us in America Earl Ferris § Nursery, “yaa Bridge St., Hampton, lowa 
shrubs, shade trees, evergreens, fruit trees, 


dwarf fruit trees, berries, roses, & perennials. 50 pages describing over ae pes? 
Also high-grade vegetable and flower seeds. rieties, _ complete — 
Quality guaranteed. Low prices. notes and reference material. 


Write today for big Free Catalog. Send 25¢ (in coin) for postage and handling 


ALLEN’S NURSERIES & SEED HOUSE aah tn timainoe 
__ Geneva, Ohio BRYDON' Salem, Gregen 
— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 


v4.0) M F L LION TREES a yea r! EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsvilte, N. ; 


New 1956 catalog of Evergreen Seedlings and Transplants 
— Hardwood Seedlings — Ornamental and Shade Trees — 


America’s Most Wanted 
Fruit and Flowering Trees — Roses — Shrubs — Rhodo- 


Fruits & 
dendrons — Azaleas — Berries. Also our Famous Christmas Nursery oy Wey Rel 


Tree Grower's Guide 


aces sonn os the Sa Said Ae a é. f 
M U S$ S$ E R Please send 1956 catalog....... FR .: — 
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Christmas Tree Grower's Guide peach—cherry—t 
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City State 265 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 

INDIANA, PA. 
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Who loves a garden loves a greenhouse 
too, 

Unconscious of a less propitious clime, 

There blooms exotic beauty, warm and 
snug, 

While the winds whistle and the snows 
descend. 

Cowper 


Mistletoe is familiar to us all at 
Christmas, and it is interesting to note 
the derivation of its name. It is from 
the Anglo-Saxon “mistel-ta,” which is a 
compound of “mist,” the German for 
“droppings of a bird.” Since the plant 
is distributed by birds, it was originally 
believed to have sprung from the drop- 
pings. The birds relish its white fruit, 
but they soon find the glutinous material 
inside the fruit too much for them. 
They rub their beaks on trees to rid 
themselves of the seed, and thus sow 
the plants in the crotches of trees where 
they are so often found. 

A shady corner can be one of the 
greatest assets in the garden. Don’t ex- 
pect brilliant color effects, but rather 
strive for interesting foliage combina- 
tions and changing lights and shadows. 
A garden bench thoughtfully placed 
will make this one of the most sought- 
after nooks. 

Thrips were very prevalent on gladi- 
olus this past season. Before storing 
corms, dust with 5 per cent DDT and 
Spergon (a fungicide and thrips con- 
trol), which will assure clean bulbs for 
spring planting. 

Wooden flats used in the greenhouse 
soon rot if they are not treated with a 
preservative. Cuprinol is excellent and 
is non-toxic to plants. Flats that are left 
to winter in the coldframe are particu- 
larly prone to rot. Cuprinol is easily 
applied, and flats may be after 
twenty-four hours. 

Cracked glass bottles of oozing in- 
secticides and fungicides are not a 
pleasant sight to face on the first warm 
day when you venture out to the tool 
house. Make a note to avoid this catas- 
trophe by bringing indoors any liquids 
which might freeze over winter. 

Towards November’s close is an ex- 
cellent time to stroll through the woods 
collecting material to make a terrarium. 
Keep a sharp lookout and you will find 
many interesting things besides plants 

pieces of bark bright with red-topped 
lichens, moss-covered stones, interesting 


used 
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twigs and weathered and gnarled wood. 

A gardener on your Christmas shop- 
ping list is no problem at all. A card 
announcing the spring arrival of some 
new shrub, plant or bulb, may be his 
most cherished gift, and the memory of 
your thoughtfulness will grow too. 
“At Christmas I no more desire a rose 
Than wish a snow in May’s new fangled 

mirth; 
But like of each thing that in season 
grows.” —Shakespeare. 

We can’t help but wonder what 
Shakespeare would have thought of 
frozen strawberries in December! 

Chicken wire makes a_ wonderful 
holder for Christmas greens as it can 
be easily formed into almost any shape. 
A small table tree can be fashioned with 
a minimum of greens and is a neat trick 
for those who dwell in the city where 
space is limited and greens are costly. 

Don’t hesitate to trim branches from 
your evergreens this month to use in 
your decorations. You'll be surprised 
how much you can remove that will 
never be noticed, and how much better 
some will look for the pruning. 

Late-blooming lily varieties cannot be 
dug for shipment until late in the fall. 
Therefore, it is advisable to prepare the 
area where they will be planted, and 
cover with hay or branches to prevent 
the soil from freezing. Then if snow is 
on the ground when the bulbs arrive, 
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Poppy seed pods are excellent decorating 
materials for the holiday season. In late 
summer, when pods and stems are ripe, cut 
stalks as long as possible, strip off leaves, 
and hang in bunches, pods down, in an airy 
place. When thoroughly dry they may be 
painted, gilded or coated with nail polish. 
Use in dried bouquets and as ornaments on 
gift boxes.—FRANCES MUELLER 
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planting will be greatly simplified. 

Paper-white narcissus, which can be 
started anytime now, will make handy 
gifts either in bud or bloom. Use an 
attractive container and start a few into 
growth each week to prolong the flower- 
ing season. Keep in a cool dark place 
until roots are well formed and then 
bring into light. 

Joining a plant society has numerous 
rewards. You meet gardeners with like 
interests, both in person and through the 
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Amaryllis are potted with about half the 
bulb above the soil level. Note mark on 
inside of pot showing depth pot will be 
filled. Use a porous soil and some broken 
crock in the bottom of the pot for drainage 


mail. Opportunities arise to obtain or 


exchange interesting and unusual plant 


material, and the latest information is 
made available through the society pub- 
lication. 

The trunks of fruit trees should be 
protected with a fine wire netting to 
prevent rabbits and mice from chewing 
the bark at the base of the tree. Sink 
the netting into the ground several 
inches to help hold it in place. 

Too many pears and melons in this 
year’s harvest? Here’s a recipe from 
The Ball Blue Book for pear and melon 
balls to make now for later enjoyment: 

Make a light syrup by measuring 
sugar (1 cup) and liquid (3 cups), 
either water or fruit juice, into a sauce 
pan. Cook until sugar dissolves. Keep 
syrup hot until needed, but do not let it 
boil down. One to 1% cups of syrup is 
for quart of fruit. Use 
equal measure of balls or cubes of firm- 
ripe fruit. Cover with boiling syrup. 
Let stand until cold. Drain. Pack fruit 
into hot Ball jars. Add 1 tablespoon 
lemon juice to each quart. Heat syrup 
to boiling. Pour over fruit. Process 20 
minutes in boiling-water bath. 


needed each 
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Buntings 


BETTER 
STRAWBERRIES 


Stelemaster, Pocahontas, 
deyelopments just recently named and 
for distribution), Empire, Armore, 
Albriton. Grown in chemically-treated soil; fol- 
lowed by complete spraying and fertilization 
program. DISEASE FREE. Huge crops of larger 


verries easily produced from Buntings’ plants. 


(U.S.D.A. 
released 
Vermilion, 


Dixieland 


Write for information 
catalog lists 34 
Strawberries, also a 
Flowering Shrubs Shade 
Fruit Trees, Garden Roots, 
varieties illustrated in natural 
valuable reference book and 


Our FREE 
varieties of 
of Roses, 
Evergreens, 
with most 
color. A 
guide. 


other popular 
complete 


four- 
planting 


Write today 


for your FREE COPY 


BUNTINGS’ NURSERIES INC. 


Box 66 Selbyville, Delaware 














SST AWBERRIES 
yeas are idea} famfly income projects. One- 
~< ith acre yields 6560 — 900 quarts. 
Allen's Berry Book tells best varieties 
and How to Grow Them. Free copy. 
Write today. 


W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 West Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





FRUIT TREES, STRAWBERRY, RASPBERRY 
AND BLUEBERRY PLANTS 


Nut and Shade Trees, Grape Vines, 
Fiowering Shrubs, Evergreens, Dwarf 
Apple Trees (on malling 9 and 7 stock). 
Over 80 years growing and distribu- 
tion service to planters guarantees 
satisfaction. Our FREE 60-page catalog 
i complete 
1able prices 

Write today. 
BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
ee Box M-125 Princess Anne. Maryland 





GROW YOUR OWN FRUIT 


on DWARF TREES in 2 years 
Trees need very small yard space— 
grow only 8 to 10 ft. in 15 years. 
Hardy everywhere. 

Write for color folder with full selection 


CARLTON NURSERY COMPANY 
For 65 years—BOX 8-F, Forest Grove, Oregon 





Delicious full-size fruit from 
Dwarf trees in your own yard. 
Require little care—bear second 
year. Described in big FREE 
catalog. Write today. 

STAHELIN'S NURSERY 
Box B-13 Bridgman, Mich. 


FROM 
SMALL TREES 


DECEMBER 1955 


WAYNESBORO 
s;, NURSERIES 


wea 


VIRGINIA’S LARGEST GROWERS OF 
FRUIT TREES, AND BERRY PLANTS Abo 


Nad ostemive line of Ornamental Plant Material. 
, . JU WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


‘DWARF FRUIT TREES 


FOR COMPACT AREA AND EARLY YIELD 
Also full line of Fruit Trees, Berry Plants, Vines, Shrubs, 
Evergreens, Perennials, Write today for FREE CATALOG. 


GIANT BLUEBERRIES 


HEAVY YIELD AT PREMIUM MARKET 
Guaranteed quality Berries, Fruit Trees, Evergreens, 
Vines, Shrubs, Flowers. Write for FREE CATALOG. 
WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 426, Bridgman, Mich. 











GROW INDOORS ON SMALL TREES 


DWARF FIGS 


Delicious, sweet fruits the first year. Very unusual 
House Plant. Easy to grow. Also a wide variety of 
flowering trees and shrubs. Write for free catalog. 


Ackerman Nurseries 186 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 





FRUIT TREE cxratoc.-.- 


\\Tetts how to SAVE 

MONEY and bring 

nature’s glorious 

color to your home 

| Just mail coupon and 

\ getAbsolutely FREE 

new giant 64-page 

Colorphoto Stark 

Landscape & Fruit 

\ Tree Book! All-new 

1956 edition... filled 

with color phetos of 

\ famed Stark Bro’s 

} beautiful Roses, 

flowering Shrubs, 

lovely Vines, colorful Peren- 

nials, Hedges and Shade Trees! Includes newest 

U.S. Patented and Trade-Marked Stark and 

Luther Burbank Fruit Tree varieties, plus valu- 

able Stark Shrub Planting Guide telling you 

WHAT to plant, WHERE to plant for joyful 

color all year long. Stark Bro’s now in 140th 

year; world’s largest and America's oldest nurs- 

ery. Hurry—mail coupon for your copy of new 

Stark Landscape FRUIT TREE book contain- 
ing Planting Guide... yours FREE. 


MAKE MONEY 


Turn your spare hours into welcome extra cash—or 
earn big money full time! Introduce famed Stark Bro’s 
super quality nursery stock in your neighborhood. No 
experience needed. Everyone knows us. Rush name 
and address for big money-making demonstration 
outfit FREE. There’s no obligation. Write today. 


STARK BRO’S NURSERIES 
Dept. 766 @ Town of Louisiana, MISSOURI 


STARK BRO’S NURSERIES, Dept. 766 
| Town of Louisi FG-12-55 
Please send me FREE the big new STARK COLOR- 
PHOTO LANDSCAPE - FRUIT CATALOG. ..contain- | 
| ing complete Home Landscape Planning & Planting Guide. | 
] Check for special offer for early orders. 








| PUR. itcinnndinenemmintan ene Zone ....5 State 


(C) CHECK HERE for extra money opportunity and FREE Sales Outtit. oom 








STARK BRO’S 64-PAGE 


Write Today For Your 


— T 
RAWBERRI 


TER 


A book with all details on the famous Eastern Shore Straw 
berry Plants virus-free and bred for bumper crops 
Also Blueberries, Raspberries, Fruit, Nut and Shade Trees 
all best varieties described, with planting and culture 
directions. Write for your FREE NOW! 


RAYNER BROS., Salisbury 92, Maryland 


copy 


The Newest Gardening 
SENSATIONS 


Verite Today For 
EiG FREE CATALOG 


AC KERMAN 145 Lake Street 
NURSERIES Bridgman, Mich. 








AMARYLLIS CATALOG 

















Gifts That Crow, 


Multiply and increase in value. Christmas Specials. H. 
and S. Amaryllis, 90¢ 3/$2.50, 12/$9.00; Dutch Amaryl- 
lis, our selection, unlabeled, $3.50; Labeled varieties, 
our selection, $4.00; Famed Red Master, dark red, 11” 
fis. $7.00. 20 var. best Warmenhoven and Ludwig strains, 
pure whites, pink, rose, red shades, listed for $135.00. 
Special price until Jan. 15 only, $110.00. Haemanthus 
Katharinae and H. multifiorus, world’s most beautiful 
bulb flowers, $5.00 ea. Everything, Postpaid. Guaranteed 


Tub. Begonias, assorted, large, 4 for $1.00 
Achimenes, assorted, 20 for $1.00 


Catalog and Culture Guide, free. By air mail, 12¢ 


Five 
pages on African Violets. Californians add 3% 


Sales Tax 


Cecil Houdyshel 


DEPT. F, LA VERNE, CALIF. 


 AMARYLLIS 


NEW giant hybrid strain from JAPAN in various 
rich shades of red as well as variegated. Shipped 
mixed only in 8” circumference bulbs treated at 
source to resist disexse. $1.75 each 3 for $5.00 
half dozen $9.50. 

We pay postage, remit with order please. 


P.O. Box 463 Bound Brook, N.J. 


NEXT MONTH: DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING. 








GERANIUM CATALOGS 











SPECIAL 


25 Seeds, only 


or More/ 


a 5 Burpee FLORADALE FANCY 


WORLD'S FINEST 


It’s fascinating to watch your own 
Geranium plants grow from seed. Won- 


derful for house plants, window boxes, 
urns, garden. Enormous flowerheads— 
crimson, scarlet, salmon, rose, pink, 


white, mixed. The plants you grow for 


10c would cost $10.00 to $12.50 to buy! 
Start seeds now (we tell you how). 

SPECIAL — 25 Seeds 10c, postpaid. 

Supply limited — 


Send Dime Today! 


BURPEE SEED CATALOG FREE— Pictures and describes 


all best flowers and vegetables, including Burpee Hybrids. 


be ATLEE BURPEE Co.., 


391 Burpee Building, 


iladelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 





Cully Wilson saya: 
“We call 
‘America’s 
Flowers’. You'll find in- 
teresting uses for them 
too.’ Sit down now, and 


Write for Our 
Big, New 1956 


FREE 
CATALOG 


of Geraniums and 
fine House Plants! 


Geraniums 
Versatile 


our 
Most 


A, 


In amazing variety, you can choose from scores of 
Zonal .. . Scented Leaf . . . Lady Washington... 
Fancy Leaf... ivy Leaf. . . Dwarf . or Unusual 
Geraniums. A fine selection of African Violets too, 
and many other choice House Plants. 


WILSON BROS. 


P. O. Box 48-L 
Roachdale, Ind. 





NURSERY AND 











SEED CATALOGS 
FREE 2352052: 


Send today for your free copy 
listing new and unusual, easy 
to grow Delphiniums, Mums, 
and other Perennial plants. 


RICHARD'S GARDENS \# 
Box FG-12 Plainwell, Mich. \@! 


ago den 
Indoo A Pete 25% 


SI MORE THAN 1,000 SEEDS 

; Seeds would cost over $3.00 
if bought separately 

Now it’s easy to grow your own 

pp of House Plants. Hun- 

reds of beautiful flowers and 

ornamentals including Begonia, 

Coleus, Calceolaria, art omg 
Geranium, and many others. 

FREE Growin ng instructions and 

full color Catalog of House 

Plants, Seed and Nursery Stock. 


Packet of 25 Varieties only 
Postpaid. Send Cash with Order today C 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
929-A, GALESBURG, MICH. 








GROW FLOWERS, VEGETABLES AND 
FRUITS FROM THE NORTH COUNTRY 


Write for big colorful cataiog 


Farmer Seed & Nursery 


52 N.E. 30TH, FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 




















IRIS COLOR GUIDE 
& CATALOG 


Marvelous collections of famous 
PRIZE WINNING BLUE RIB- 
BON IRIS at money saving 
prices. Send 25c¢ for Iris Guide 
which entitles you to $1.00 credit 
of Free Iris on first order 


Culion! Gardens | BEDFORD GARDENS 
eee i Box F-12 Bedford, Mich. 





wore Famous 


* PEONIES 
¢ FRENCH LILA 
; BRAND PEONY FARMS 


154 Last wivision, r airpault, Minnesota 





A Matter of Choice 


There’s almost no limit to the 
plants you can grow next Spring. 
The catalogs you'll find offered 
here will help you make the best 
choice. 





Soe GARDENERS 


GARDEN GUIDE 


Everything for Spring Planting 

Hundreds of enchanting shrubs and plants 

illustrated in full color. Popular new 

Dwarf Fruit Trees. Latest fruit intro- 

ductions. Everything to beautify your home. 
Send Postal Card Today To 


EMLONG'’S Box 9, Stevensville, Mich. 








More ga rdening 
tips to remember 


A garden notebook is a “must.” Now 
is as good a time as any to start one. 
Make a note of varieties you see and 
like. Jot down all your garden activities 
—even your mistakes. You'll have a 
better garden for your effort. 

Single peonies have a grace and charm 
that is lacking in the double forms. Try 
KRINKLED WHITE, a striking pure white. 

The belladonna type of delphinium 
is often overlooked for the heavier and 
bolder spikes of the giant hybrids. For 
spikey material in flower arrangements 
the belladonna form has few equals. 

A dry sunny spot in the rock garden 
is just the place to plant Sedum 
lidakense Rosy CarpPET. It is now 
grower with interesting gray-green 
foliage and deep pink flowers. 

A low creeping plant that grows well 
between a rock crevice or between 
flagstones is sandwort (Arenaria verna 
caespitosa). It is a rugged grower that 
tolerates shade. 

If you haven’t noticed the improve- 
ment in Shasta daisies in the last few 
years then you are in for a surprise if 
you try WIRRAL SUPREME. 

If one were to choose a single variety 
of sedum from the many available, 
Sedum Sieboldi would be an excellent 
selection. The leaves are silver-gray 
with a faint reddish margin. 

Coral bells (Heuchera sanguinea) 
make excellent cut flowers and combine 
particularly well in rose arrangements. 

Iris pallida dalmatica was one of my 
early loves, and its lofty stature, lovely 
lavender-blue color (medium blue, 
cording to the 
fragrance 


ac- 
catalogs) and pleasing 
e have kept it close to my heart. 
Naturally then, when I notice it in a 
catalog, I'm prompted to browse fur- 
ther among the items offered. And I 
was greatly rewarded this time in the 
catalog of Cardinal Iris Gardens, Hamil- 
ton, Indiana. I found a long list of 
old-time favorites, including CAPRICE, 
MME. CHEREAU and QUEEN OF May 
—the longest list of “antiques” that I 
have seen lately—C. W. Woop 

The greater vigor, heavier flower pro- 
duction, greater uniformity and brighter 
colors of F, hybrid petunias—and the 
new Indian Series of the multiflora 
class, of which the new COMANCHE has 
had most publicity—will certainly make 
the user of petunias for bedding a hap- 
pier gardener. But when you remem- 
ber that white petunias often lack vigor, 
PALEFACE, the most vigorous and free- 
flowering white I have ever seen, will 
mean more to you.—C. W. Woop 


FLOWER GROWER 





A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


the (arden Workbench 


Five different gates that you can build yourself. 


Select the design that best fits your situation. 


the touch of nostalgia added by a 

garden gate is very often most wel- 
come. A gate is more than a few boards, 
nails, a pair of hinges and a latch: it ex- 
presses a warm greeting to all visitors 
and tells something about the home and 
garden beyond it. A gate is practical, 
too. It will keep children and pets in the 
yard and intruders out. This month 
FLOWER GROWER Offers patterns for five 
different gates. One will certainly fit 
your needs, and from the patterns you 
can easily build it yourself. 

Because of its location on a path 
leading to your house or into the gar- 
den, a gate is constantly being admired 
and used. Therefore, not only must it 
look attractive, but it must be con- 
structed soundly. It will get a lot of 
wear, especially if there are children 
about, and it will be exposed to the 
weather all year long. Select a good 
grade of lumber, and it may also pay 
you to treat the lumber with a wood 
preservative. 

All of the weight of the gate will be 
on the hinge post, so be sure this post 
is placed in the ground solidly. For best 
results set it in concrete. You can buy 


T OUR MODERN gardens and homes, 


For traditional atmosphere. 


small quantities of concrete mix to 
which you only have to add water. 

The hardware—hinges and latch— 
you use is also important. In addition 
to being in character with the gate, it 
should be sturdy and resistant to rust 
and corrosion. Use hinges made espe- 
cially for gates. For heavy gates select 
either strap or pin hinges—they are 
strong and the latter also permit the 
gate to swing both ways. 

Finishing is the final step. Make the 
gate blend in with the surroundings. 
Avoid garish colors. A popular solu- 
tion today is to leave gates and fences 
natural, which also eliminates the need 
for painting every other year or so. 

—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 





Five Gate Patterns 


* Full-sized patterns and instructions 
for making all of the gates shown on 
this page can be obtained by sending 
25 cents in coin to the Garden Work 
Center, Dept. G, 2049 Grand Central 
Terminal, New York 17, New York. 
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For a rustic atmosphere. 
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For a cottage garden. 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ 





TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 


A Preview of 1956 Garden Equipment 


HE NEW GARDEN tools for 1956 
Ty have made their debut—and they 
certainly are eye-catchers. In 
addition to some brand-new ideas, many 
improvements and innovations have 
been made on some of the old stand-bys. 
The annual “first showing” of garden 
equipment is at the National Hardware 
Show. It was held this year at Chicago 
in October. Not open to the public, this 
is a trade show to which store proprie- 
tors from all over the country come and 
‘select the merchandise they want to sell 
next year. They also let editors in for 


fe 


Roto-Hoe Snow 


Densa-Thrower 


a peek, too. That’s how I’m able to give 
you this preview, even before many 
dealers have had a look at the machines. 

You are accustomed to color in the 
garden, of course; but next year you'll 
also have color in the equipment you 
use to make and care for your garden. 
This is especially so with power mowers. 
No longer will we have to be content 
with the standard reds and greens 
usually associated with mowers—with 
a drab engine sitting on top. Both 
mower part and engine are taking on 
color. I saw mowers ranging in color 
from speckled blue through green, pink, 
cream—even white. Of course, there 
will still be the green and reds we have 
known for years. 

What is underneath the paint is also 
important, for we certainly don’t buy a 
mower for its looks alone. The outward 
silhouette design hasn’t changed much, 
although I might say that the engines 
are getting a little more streamlined and 
looking as if they are a part of the 
machine. Great advancements are being 
made in the actual mechanics. New 
and safer clutches can be found on most 


+0 


by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


all brands, and the self-propelling 
mechanism on rotary mowers has been 
greatly developed. 

One brand-new innovation I saw was 
on the SNAPPER 20 rotary mower. This 
is a sliding engine base. Easier starting 
and greater safety were the purposes 
behind this change. Before starting, the 
engine and base are moved forward, 
disengaging the engine from the blade. 
Since this eliminates the normal drag 
caused by the blade, the engine should 
start easier. This is a safety feature, 
because the blade doesn’t start spinning 
until the engine is moved back. 

Riding mowers were much in evi- 
dence at the National Hardware Show. 
RiDE-A-MoOwWER, FAIRBANKS-MoORSE and 
Mow-Cyc Le all have riding rotaries. 
Some giant riding rotaries were also 
there. These are a little big for the 
average home grounds but where there 
are acres of lawn to cut they should be 
a big help. Although it wasn’t at the 
show, I was told that Moz-ALt will 
have a giant rotary (30-inch cut) on the 
market next summer. 

Price doesn’t seem to be a limiting 
factor now, as I saw many good, low- 
priced mowers, both rotary and reel- 
type. One rotary I saw—19-inch cut 
and four-cycle engine—can be pur- 
chased by mail for less than sixty 
dollars. 

Yes, they’re still making reel-type 
mowers, too. In fact, they are the back- 
bone of all lawn mowing. Excellent 
reel-type machines were shown by 
JACOBSON, REO, FALLS PRopucTs, Sav- 
AGE and FOLEY. 

Power lawn mowers weren't the only 
items at the National Hardware Show. 
There was a good showing of small 
tractors, too. In addition to a riding 
attachment for the Planet Jr. Tuffy, they 
are also introducing a brand-new ma- 
chine. This is the PLANETILLER, with 
front-mounted tilling tines. This means 
that the tilling part is in front of the 
engine. Like other tillers of this type, 
the machine is pulled along by the ro- 
tating tines; there is no power in the 
wheels. The Planetiller, though, has 
four wheels instead of the conventional 
two. The two front wheels—in front 
of the tiller-—act as depth guides for 
the tines. Also among the smaller 
tractors, ARIENS had their two small 
models—one was wheel-propelled, the 


other tine-propelled. 

We usually associate the tractors and 
attachments seen at these preview shows 
with next spring and summer. How- 
ever, RoTtTo-HoE has a new snow re- 
moval attachment for their large Model 
300 machine which they call the Snow 
Densa-Thrower. This you can purchase 
right now. What makes this attachment 
different is that it compresses the snow 
slightly and discharges it in a mass, 
thereby eliminating much snow from 
blowing back on the operator. 

The complete line of HUDSON spray- 
ers and dusters was shown. The new 
nozzle on their compression sprayers 
has two adjustments. By turning the 
nozzle cap the spray can be regulated 
from a fine fog to a long-distance stream. 
Also, the nozzle body can be turned to 
direct the spray in any direction. 

Many smaller garden tools were seen, 


Hudson two-adjustment nozzle 


too. You'll find a new weed puller in 
garden stores next spring called WEED- 
O-Matic. This has wire-like tongs 
which, when pushed into the ground, 
grip the weed at the roots. A new all- 
in-one collection will be sold under the 
name MULTI-TooL. Actually it consists 
of a handle and various tool attach- 
ments. These include a hoe, cultivator, 
crabgrass rake and dandelion digger. 
Spray and dust simultaneously? 
Sounds impossible, but it isn’t with the 
new DuPONT ROosE SpRAY-DUSTER aero- 
sol. The new combination works this 
way. A liquid insecticide spray is com- 
bined with a fungicidal dust. When you 
press the button, both come out at the 
same time. The pest-control materials 
it contains are methoxychlor, lindane, 
rotenone, zineb and a mildewcide.® 
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the 


CUNCTVANE 


OF PLANS AND PLANTS AND SUNDRY SCHEMES 


GARDEN never really rests. In winter one plant 

seems dormant, while two others stretch their 

roots. The bulbs grow a little always. Buds 
develop on trees and shrubs—faster on warm sunny 
days. Sap creeps slowly; cells not only live, but grow 
and multiply. 

And a home gardener has something to do all year 
‘round. Part of the time he can curl up by the fire and 
let the roots of ideas for spring stretch and grow in 
his mind. On snowy days he can read, browse through 
catalogs, make lists and sketches of planting plans. On 
sunny Saturday afternoons he can walk around the old 
home place, perhaps snipping a small dead branch 
here, or mounding up the winter mulch around a shrub 
there, or cleaning his tools and painting red stripes for 
identification on the handles. On certain winter days, 
no matter how white the land with snow or how gray the 
sky-with leaden clouds, the home gardener (indoors or 
out) can plant whole borders of annuals, groves of fruit 
trees, beds of roses, and vegetables—in his mind’s eye. 

So, too, does your home garden magazine, FLOWER 
GRoweR, live in an all-year garden. And we hope our 
readers live there with us. Next month, for example, 
it will be our privilege to publish four beautiful photo- 
graphs: The Four Seasons, by Samuel Gottscho, in a 
special four-page feature on the many beauties to be 
seen and felt in a garden all year around. This will be 
one of the pictorial highlights of our Discoveries! issue. 
As readers know, the new plant introductions and the 
previews of new gardening aids are an annual January 
special in FLOWER GROWER. There are wonderful dis- 
coveries in gardening this coming year, and this issue 
will have them as its theme. The discoveries are for 
you to make: the new roses, the new perennials, the new 
shrubs and trees, the new annuals. 

Nor will February be bleak . not with all the 
color of The Home Garden Guide to Roses, a special 
24-page section in FLOWER Grower. If you are a be- 
ginner looking for friendly instruction, many pages and 
many pictures will be especially for you. If it’s rose 
garden design, or types and classes, there'll be extra 
material. If you want plans for a rose trellis, the Gar- 
den Workbench will have it. If it’s a guide to rose care 
that you can save till after the roses are ordered, planted, 
and well on their way, we think you'll like this feature. 

While we’re wandering in our garden of contempla- 
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tion and ideas, there’s an event in which we can all take 
pride and pleasure: the awarding of citations by the 
American Horticultural Council to two of FLOWER 
GROWER’s closest family: Samuel Gottscho, photogra- 
pher and dean of wildflower lovers, and Montague Free, 
senior editor, beloved author and horticultural scholar. 
To commemorate these awards, and the work of these 
men, FLOWER GROWER, this coming spring, will present 
The Garden Life of Montague Free and the Photo- 
graphic Life of Samuel Gottscho. No features we have 
ever published have been richer or more rewarding in 
human values, in gardening interest, and in pictorial 
beauty than these two special articles. 

We invite you to be with us for these pleasurable 
months, these warm personal stories, and the helpful 
instruction that will be part of them. 

Speaking of invitations: FLOWER GRowER cordially 
invites its readers to meet with our staff and the many 
wonderful speakers who will be at the Tenth Annual 
Garden Symposium at Colonial Williamsburg this 
March. Many garden clubs will come in groups; many 
happy hours will be spent in friendly talk and walks in 
the historic garden settings of Williamsburg. Spring 
comes early to Virginia, and we hope you come to meet 
it—and us. 


But this month has other connotations and meanings 
than spring. This is the time to wish Merry Christmas, 


and a happy gardening year to all FLower Grower 
readers and contributors —JOHN R. WHITING 





THOMAS D. CHURCH presents Part IT 
in a series of excerpts from his new book, 


“Gardens Are For People,” and shows how to.. . 


Sdekieded ted 


Make the most of a tree 

















The first FLOWER GROWER 
excerpt from Mr. Church’s 
important book appeared in 
the November issue. Part 


Ill, which takes up the 


problem of views, will ap- 


pear in the January issue. 


PHOTOCRAPHS AND QUOTATIONS 
FROM “GARDENS ARE FOR PEOPLE” 
BY THOMAS D. CHURCH. COPY. 
micht 1955 BY REINHOLD PUBLISH- 
ING CORPORATION, NEW TORK, 
Lt ¥.. AND USED with THEIR 
PERMISSION, 


In the intimate and humanized landscape, 
trees become the greatest single element 
linking us visually and emotionally with our 
surroundings. Other manifestations of 
Nature—great rocks, deserts, moors, tor- 
rents, hurricanes—stir us, fill us with awe, 
make us afraid or humble, but a tree we un- 
derstand and can allow to become a part 
of us. Trees influence the placing of the 
house. Trees can be living sculpture. Trees 
are for shadow. 

Against buildings, onto the terrace and 
across the lawn, they provide a moving 
silhouette, varying in intensity, changing 
every hour. Whether broadleaf or conifer, 
deciduous or evergreen, their shadows are 
soft and clustered at noon, long and dramatic 
at sundown—needed for shade, welcomed 
for pattern. Turn Page 
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Make the most of a tree 


Continued 


All the trees here were once in trouble. They took 
up too much space in the garden, or their bulk 
was oppressive, or they hid distant views or 

flower borders. Many times a tree should come out, 
but often the bulk and weight are only in the 
foliage, and investigation will disclose unrevealed 
beauty in the branches. Pruning shears, wisely 
used, are the gardener’s best friend. 


Since the volume of air space in a garden is just as 
important as the volume of foliage, you may gain 
more than you realize in scale by lifting the 

foliage line, clearing out the center or even 
reshaping the tree by major surgery. If you belong 
to the school which believes that every leaf on 

a tree is sacred and every branch removed is a 
violation of nature, you’re nice, but you're neither 
a competent arborist nor a good artist. 





THE TREES OF HOME—No. 10 IN A SERIES 


DRAWINGS (ALLIANORA = ROSSE) AND TEXT 
FROM “‘A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GARDENING” 


Male flowers (left) and females A sprig of holly adds a bit 
(right) appear on separate trees. of cheer at Christmastide. 


American 


Holly 


by ROBERT S. LEMMON 


famous of America’s bre»d-leaved evergreen trees, 

and, as far as most home-owners are concerned, 
the least understood with respect to iis culture and fruiting 
requirements. Most people have !itt!c conception of its abil- 
ity to withstand winter cold, or of the fact that it is a uni- 
sexual species—that is, any given tree is either male or 
female. Only the females produce berries, and this only 
after their tiny blossoms have been fertilized with pollen 
from the flowers of a male. So plant a female in the pre- 
ferred display location and a male nearby, or buy a female 
on which a male branch has been grafted. 

Originally the American holly grew wild from coastal 
Massachusetts to Florida and inland to Texas. Thorough 
research by growers has demonstrated rather conclusively 
that hollies vary greatly in hardiness, and it is now possible 
to purchase specimens that not only have superior foliage, 
form, and fruit, but are surprisingly resistant to Northern 
winter climates.® 


N MERICAN HOLLY (/lex orcra) is probably the most 
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Mrs. Frederic R. Kellogg, Morristown, N. J., honorary president of the National Mrs. Thomas H. Blodgett, Great Barrington, 


Council of State Garden Clubs, uses evergreens festooned with apples and the president and guiding spirit of the Berk 
ribbon around old portrait. Fruit and carnations are arranged on the buffet. “welcome wreaths” of balsam on the gates 


My friends decorate for the holidays 


FLOWER GROWER accompanies Helen S. Hull, past president 
of the National Council of State Garden Clubs, on 13 Christmas visits 


clubs in the United States is to learn to make their 

homes more attractive inside and out at every sea- 
son of the year. And at no time do they have more fun 
than when they decorate their homes at Christmas. Many 
garden clubs share this pleasure by holding Christmas 
greens shows to which the public is admitted free. Here 
are displayed Christmas decorations to be made inexpen- 
sively, without ruining shrubs or ripping ground pine, holly 
and laurel from the woodlands. 

Most of my friends begin their Christmas decorations 
with a judicious pruning of their plantings of pine, spruce, 
yew, fir, box, leucothoe, holly, pieris and mahonia. Some 
other friends dry garden flowers in borax and in the fall 
gather seed pods to add to Christmas bouquets. 

Although at every other time of year garden club mem- 
bers frown upon artificial coloring of flowers for arrange- 
ments, at Christmas any device in keeping with tradition 
is considered permissible if used tastefully. Evergreens 
may be colored gold, silver or snow-white. Dried pods 
may be painted red like holly berries or brushed with glit- 
ter for use as ornaments. Apples, grapes, pears and other 
fruits are often dipped in shellac to preserve them, and 
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wired to wreaths or garlands. Wreaths and door sprays 
for use out-of-doors carry bells and cones and bows of 
plastic ribbon to withstand moisture. Or a living tree may 
be laden with seed cakes, raisins, cranberries and nut meats 
for the winter birds. Small trees to stand on tables can 
be made of evergreen clippings poked into a wire mesh 
cone which is tacked to a board and then sprayed or 
decorated with ornaments, or laden with lollipops for the 
children. 

Some of my friends select a different theme or color 
scheme each year to predominate throughout the house. 
Mrs. Wilfred Funk celebrated her grandchildren’s visit by 
using toys in the decorations—gilded horns, drums, bells 
and big candy canes. When decorating the whole house 
elaborately, garden club friends often help each other as 
Mrs. Francis Merriam, president of the Garden Club of 
New Jersey, came to the aid of Mrs. Funk. Mrs. Kellogg 
was helped by Mrs. Elliott Averett and Mrs. Robert Bourne 
of the Morristown Garden Club. Some friends make 
decorations as Christmas gifts, forewarning “Save the hall 
table for me this year.” When garden club friends meet to 
share in decorating for Christmas, a spirit of warmth and 
good-will gathers in the home—HELEN S. HUuLI1 








E. BECKETT 


fs 
lassachusetts, who was for many years 


ire Garden Center, Stockbridge, hangs 
Peagut Cottage at Great Pine Farm. 





JACK KANEL 


Mrs. Donald Hastings of Lovejoy, Georgia, a past national garden club officer, 
features a graceful Madonna before a rectangular mirror on the mantel of her 
Arborvitae is arranged in two porcelain compotes at the mantel ends. 


library. 


COXE STUDIO 


ARTHUR HEITZMAN 


Mrs. LeRoy Clark, Englewood, N. J., 
president of Palisades Nature Associ- 
ation, decorates (above) with white 
pine branches, silvered magnolia 
leaves and some cones in cornucopia. 


Mrs. Bradley Morrah, Greenville, 
South Carolina, president of National 
Council of State Garden Clubs, 
decorates, left, with box, scarlet 
nandina berries, holly-like mahonia. 
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ARTHUR HEITZMAN 


A tree sprayed with silver, hung with ornaments 
and illuminated by several lights hidden on the 
ground, is the setting for annual carol singing 
at the home of Mrs. LeRoy Clark, Englewood, N. J 


JOS, CHIARAMONTE 


Mrs. Charles Byrne, Natchez, Mississippi, decorates 
a table in her beautiful ante-bellum home, Cherokee, 
with white narcissus and camellias in a silver epergne 
flanked by short white candles in silver candelabra. 


ROCHE 


‘ | i" 











Mrs. Allan F. Kitchel of Old Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, past regional director, National 
Council, adds Christmas ornaments to her dining 
room bay window filled with house plants. 


Mrs. Wilfred Funk, Montclair, N. J., decorates 
for her  grandchildren’s visit. Welcome on 
door, left, is merry with sleigh bells, red ribbons, 
cones and a horn. Even the doorbell is decorated. 


‘For more photographs see page 40) 





CENEREUX 


Mrs. Helen Wilson, member of Nahant, 


Massachusetts, garden club, uses evergreens, red pepper berries, wheat in 
wicker basket on gate. Mantel is decorated with white pine and cones, brass candlesticks, wreath of pine with metallic flowers. 


Mrs. James B. Allen, member of the Junior Ladies’ Garden Club of Athens, Georgia, made a small tree for her dining- 
room table from twigs of golden arborvitae decorated with golden ornaments. Gilded grapes attached to silver candlesticks 
complete the arrangement. Trees like this can be made on cones of one-inch wire mesh attached to a 
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ROCHE 


” DIFFERENT 


is the word for Kelsey Catalog of trees, 
shrubs, evergreens, fruits, perennials, etc. 
FACTS that help you garden—height, foli- 
age, color, blooming date, hardiness limits 
(with map), culture (sun, soil, moisture) for 
nearly 1000 different hardy kinds (many 
times more than in ordinary catalogs) and 
mostly in three sizes for each kind (not just 
ordinary “mail order” grades). SPRING 
GUIDE (64 pages) in February: Edition 
limited—order NOW. Sent for 10¢ (50¢ 
West of Rockies). 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. F12 Highlands, N. J. 








Mrs. Harold J. Brooks (Myra J.), president of Mountainside, N. J., 
Garden Club and Chairman of Flower Show Judges Council, combines 
Mugo pine, white candles and three musics! friars for table or mantel. 


MASON WEYMOUTH 





a : ak 


English Holly ideal for Christmas 
Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own 
home decorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality. 
Long branches carefully selected for perfection, 
filled with bright scarlet berries. Shipped freshly 
cut, treated so berries and leaves will not drop 
during holidays. 

Packed in gift boxes. Shipped prepaid. 
No. | box 20x9x4 $3.00; No.2 box 24x10x4'2 
$3.95; No.3 box 30x12x6 $7.00; Sample box 


$1.50. Send for illustrated folder. 


N. VAN HEVELINGEN, Growers 
Box 5076-F Portland 13, Oregon 








WINDOW CARDENERS 
SENO FOR YOUR COPY OF 
THIS BIG 24 PAGE 








Mrs. George W. Davidson, member of San Fran- 
cisco Garden Club, decorates wall with a Della 
Robbia wreath mounted on an antique brass tray. 


MRS. JENNIE SPOUTZ 
34300 MORAVIAN 
FRASER, MICH. 9 





Sent 


| Es i 
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Mision Pash 


VICTOR GABRIEL 


Mrs. William J. Walters, New Brunswick, N. J., immediate past president of 


National 


Council of 
ing-room walls gilded 


State Garden Clubs, uses 


against the 
greens, pastel ornaments joined by festoons of ribbons. 


turquoise din- 


VICTOR CABRIEL 





Mrs. Walters’ 
mantel, where 





living-room decorations center around Christmas scene on the 


choir boy figurines sing to the Madonna. 


Greens are sprayed a 


soft blue and then silvered. Pink and red roses are used with the evergreens. 
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A WONDERFUL 
NEW ROSE! 


pl. pat. applied for 

A distinctive fool proof variety. ‘““CARE- 
LESS LOVE” is not just another rose. Its 
unique and outstanding color is strik- 
ingly similar to a variegated camellia with 
red and white streaks. Its illustrious 
parent, Red Radiance, assures vigor, 
hardiness and unfailing reliability 


Supply is limited, so order today for de- 
livery ot your proper planting time 


Price $2.50 each; 3 for $6.60 postpaid. 


Every plant guoranteed to live and bloom. 
Order free color catalog showing more 
than 100 other varieties 


Send Number Careless Love Plants Checked 


© $2.50 each 
( 3 for $6.60 








Golden Ftale 


5616 Roswell Rd. N.W. 


NURSERIES 


Atlanta, Georgia 





—FLOWER GROW ER— 
America’s favorite gardening aid 


-—WNICE CAR— 
WW: it off every 
nice day with a 
$2 Kozak Auto @ 


Dry Wash Cloth 

and you will never have to hose 
it. KOZAK will even DRY 
wash a nice car that is so dirty 
you can hardly tell the color of 
the paint. Been doing it for 30 
years now. For people whose 
cars are always clean. 

This $2 investment will return 
you fifty in car-wash savings. 
And has been so guaranteed to 
10 million buyers since 1926. 


The Original 
Suet KozaK 
Auto Dry Wash 
(©) Kozak, 340 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 


Please send postpaid at o 


REG. $2 KOZAKS 








SUPER $3 KOZAKS 


(millions use them) (lasts four times longer) 
[} 1 for $2 ] 1 for $3 
(] SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 value—$5.00 


Enclosed (] check ((] cash 


[E) Check here for free Xmas wraps. 
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Next Month: 


"Discoveries! 
IN GARDENING” 


ISSUE 


e 1956 will be a happy new 
year for gardening, and Flower 
Grower in January will be full of 
good tidings about it. You'll want 
to read all the fascinating fea- 
tures we've prepared with the 
theme “Discoveries! in Garden- 
ing.” Here’s a partial list of sub- 
jects: 


PLANT DISCOVERIES! FOR 1956 
Eight pages of the new annuals, 
perennials, bulbs, trees, shrubs, 
vegetables and fruits... and how 
to grow them! A complete refer- 
ence guide to save all spring. 


DISCOVER! THE BEST PLANTS OF 

THE PAST TEN YEARS 
Selected by a board of experts, 
including: Dr. P. P. Pirone, C. W. 
Wood, Dr. R. Milton Carleton, 
Eugene Pfister and others. 


ALL-AMERICA DISCOVERIES! 1956 
The best of the new annuals, glad- 
iolus and vegetables. (They'll be 
featured in color on the cover!) 


DISCOVERIES! IN PLANT BREEDING 
News about F2 hybrids, new an- 
nuals with extra vigor. 


THE PLEASURES OF ALL-SEASON 
GARDENING 

A four-page picture story, show- 

ing a beautiful garden in four 
spring, summer, fall, 
winter. An inspiration for gar- 
deners everywhere. 
PLUS: New Roses, Plant Collect- 
ing, A Review of Garden Chemi- 
cal Progress, Gardening Indoors, 
A Survey of Garden Tractor 
Owners, European Travel Tips 
for Gardeners, and much, much 
more. 


seasons: 


Flower Grower 
The Home Garden Magazine 


for January! 


In your mailbox or at your 
favorite newsstand the 
week after Christmas. 


NEXT 


THE STORY OF OUR CHRISTMAS COVER 


Wreaths symbolize 


the yule season 


by MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


LL FOUR OF THE WREATHS on the 
A cover of this Christmas issue of 


FLOWER GROWER began life as 
identical untrimmed wreaths. They 
came to life and were given personality 
by the ways in which they were trimmed. 
Frankly, more imagination than hard 
work went into their transformation. 

Large wreaths, middle-sized and tiny 
wreaths can be used effectively all 
through the house. Whether you pur- 
chase your basic wreaths from your 
florist or make them from your own 
evergreens, they are the most symbolic 
decoration of the yule season. 

The basic wreath, before you apply 
any seasonal trimmings, can be of al- 
most any evergreen—spruce, pine, bal- 
sam, yew, arborvitae, boxwood, juniper. 
It is in the selection of your trimmings 
—bows, Christmas balls, berries, or 
what-have-you—that your wreath is 
keyed to the color scheme of a room 
or doorway on which it is to be hung. 
Trimmings, particularly bows, can be 
selected to either blend or contrast with 
existing color schemes, and through the 
choice and arrangement of trimmings 
you can indicate a sedate or frivolous 
mood. 

Natural berries of holly, alder and 
barberry, dried foliage and pine cones 
can be wired to your wreaths for a 
subtle rich effect if your wreaths are to 
be seen at close range. If placed out- 
doors, however, to be viewed for the 
most part from a distance, artificial 
berries and other bright ornaments will 
stand out better against the green of the 
wreath. 

Here is how the four cover wreaths 
were fashioned. In each case the basic 
wreath is of blue spruce, a handsome 
evergreen not only valued for its color, 
which changes from blue-gray to green 
depending on the light intensity, but for 
the firmness of its needles and the clean, 
well-formed tips on each branch. 

Soft rose California pepper berries 
clustered in elongated bunches are used 
to trim the wreath at the LOWER LEFT 
on the cover. The berries, wired se- 
curely to the frame beneath the spruce, 
are allowed to fall gracefully into the 
line of the spruce in band-like forma- 
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tion, and are set off by a felt bow cut 
in jagged points. This wreath, with a 
subtle color effect that can be seen from 
a considerable distance, is particularly 
adaptable to the door of a ranch-type 
house set off in natural woods. 

Another variation in the trimming of 
a standard wreath is shown at the UPPER 
RIGHT. Traditional Christmas colors are 
used, and artificial berries are arranged 
in a light curving pattern. The berries 
are balanced by small frosted pine 
cones. The wreath would be ideal used 
on the door of a white house. 

Natural pine cones which emphasize 
wood textures and mellow colors, popu- 
lar in both modern and traditional in- 
teriors, dominate the variation in treat- 
ment suggested in the wreath at the 
UPPER LEFT. To create a variety of 
form, some of the pine cones are cut 
into rosettes for the center of the design, 
with natural cones tapering down and 
softened by a cluster of hydrangea blos- 
soms, silky from a glycerine treatment. 
Dried thyme in small furry bunches 
along the outer edges of the pattern is 
surprisingly aromatic. The gold leather- 
ette bow points up the brown tones and 
adds elegant dignity. 

Surely there must be excited and 
happy children living in the house that 
is adorned with the door wreath at the 
LOWER RIGHT. Pixies tumble about the 
wreath along with whimsical homemade 
character dolls warmly garbed for sleet 
or snow. Sheer fantasy justifies the bits 
of additional glitter and the baskets of 
real candy. 

Greens for your wreaths can be col- 
lected well ahead of the time you plan 
to begin work. Shape your trees as you 
take clippings from 3 to 8 inches long. 
Roll them in moist burlap or an old 
piece of bedspread to keep them nice 
and fresh. You may use all one kind of 
green or a combination of several kinds 
in the same wreath. 

Wreath frames may be obtained from 
a florist, but if they are not available, 
you can carefully bend a long, half-inch- 
thick whip of privet or hemlock into a 
circle, and wire the ends securely to- 
gether. Even wire coat hangers may be 
used. With the latter, form two circles, 


FLOWER GROWER 





one 6 inches smaller in diameter than 
the other and, between the two, place 
cross wires on which to fasten your 
greens. 

After you have made your frames, 
you will have to experiment a bit with 
your greens. If you have heavy ma- 
terial, such as spruce, you may be able 
to attach individual cuttings directly to 
the frame with strong spool wire. If 
you have iight material, such as ar- 
borvitae or boxwood, you should wire 
little bundles of cuttings together and 
then apply them to your frame as shown 
in the illustration below. 

For a nice compact wreath, the in- 
dividual pieces or bundles of greens 
should not be more than 6 inches long. 
Smaller lengths may be used as you 
work around the circle, particularly 
when you approach your starting point. 


To apply the greens, hold the first 
cutting or bundle of greens on the top of 
the frame and wind wire around its 
stem and the frame several times. Place 
another cutting or bundle of greens to 
cover the stem of the first group, and 
bring the wire up and around to secure 
it. Proceed this way until the entire 
frame is covered, always placing the 
stems in the same direction. You may 
want to add a bit of green to the back 
of .the wreath, as you proceed, for 
greater fullness and a_ professional- 
looking job. 

After you have completed the circle, 
you can shape your wreath with shears. 
However, if you keep your attention on 
lining up your greens, rather than on 
the actual wiring, the wreath will de- 
velop rapidly and magically and will not 
require any additional shaping.® 


AN EASY WAY TO MAKE CHRISTMAS WREATHS OF YOUR OWN 


A hoop of privet or hemlock makes an 
ideal frame for a yule wreath. It can 
be any size; the greens are wired to it. 


Christmas balls with pipe-cleaner stems 
are wired together on a florist pick 
and inserted in wreath as trimming. 
NEXT 
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Individual pieces of greens are wired 
into bunches, and the bunches are se- 
cured to the frame until it is covered. 


FLOWER CROWER PHOTOS BY ROCHE: 
WREATH BY MYRA J. BROOKS 


A big red bow is made separately and 
then wired to the wreath. Clusters of 
balls add sparkling touch of color. 








SUPER ~ 


QUALITY 


OUR NEW 1956 SPRING 
CATALOG IS NOW READY 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES 
BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS, 


and Many Other Varieties of 
BULBS, TUBERS, etc. 
of de JAGER’S Renowned Superior 
Quality at Moderate Prices. 
de JAGER Superb Quality Bulbs 
are known the world over for their 
high productivity and beautiful 
blooms.: 
Send today for your 
FREE copy of de JAGER’S 


New 1956 Spring Catalog 


Bulbs Sent Postpaid in the U. 8. end Canada. 
For Canadian Customers 
= office and warehouse is: 


eJAGER and SONS (Canada) 
Hamitten foad’ R.R. 8, London, Ontario 


fP de Jage: « Sons. In 





A 
Membership 
In The 
PLANT of 
the MONTH 


Be 


Every month they will receive (1) a selection of won- 
derful and unusual plants or bulbs chosen by plant 
experts; (2) complete planting instructions; (3) in- 
teresting history of flower; would cost many times more 
in shops. LOVELY LILY-OF-VALLEY (illustrated) 
will be their first selection. GUARANTEED to bloom 
in 21 days. GIFT CARDS will be sent bearing your 
name. 


SURPRISE BONUS for first 1,000 new members. FULL 


YEAR—Special Bonus—32 page book, “How Toe Grow 
and Bloom House Plants." 
FULL 


S$ I X pm ! YEAR 


MEMBERSHIP 6”) 
| $y 200 


6 monthly selections 
plus bonus 


He is the YEAR "ROUND 
Gir T. Thrills and beauty every 
onth for your loved ones 


Plant of the Month Club 
Dept. M-33, Des Moines 9, 
Gentlemen: 

Here is my check or money order for [) $6.00, 
6 months, $12.00, one year. Please send to 
persons named on attached card. 


lowa 
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PLANT 
SENSATION 


622A Crossandra 


Undulcefolia, 
a Glorious Rare Ever- 
blooming Evergreen. 
Constantly produces 
large bright salmon 
flowers, waxy Gardenia 
like leaves. 3 seeds 
25¢; 15 seeds, $1.00; 
: 50 seeds, $3.00. 
809 Fragrant EXACUM affine. Flowers of sky 
blue with golden stamens in profusion on bushy 
12 inch plants. Flowers the year round. Pkt. 25¢. 
587A—COLEUS Park's Brilliant. A strain which 
surpasses all others in both brilliance and vigor 
40 seeds 25¢; 200 seeds $1.00. 
884A—GLOXINIA  Gigantea 
flower (44%4.—5” in’ many 
Pkt. 25¢. 
1794—-AFRICAN VIOLET. Mrs. Odom’s Magnifi 
cent = strain Finest collections in America 


50 seeds 25¢; 250 seeds $1.00. 
5 (in 25¢ pkts.) for $1.00 
Free Catalog-Seeds of Hundreds of House Plants 
GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 
GREENWOOD 1 SOUTH CAROLINA 


Mixed 
new rich 


Largest 
colors 


Makes 
Snow 
Removal 
EASY and 
QUICK 


NEW DENSA-THROWER Attachment for Model 
300 ROTO-HOE. Completely new, designed to 
pull snow in, compress it and blow it out 
chute to either side. Compacting action means 
less loose snow to blow on operator. Power drive, 
two speeds, plenty of power (3.3 h.p.) Complete 
unit costs only $249.50; and you can add rotary 
tiller, 26’ rotary mower, sprayer, edger and 
brush saw later — all use same power unit, are 
quickly interchangeable. Write today for FREE 
catalog and name of nearest ROTO-HOE dealer 


ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. 


BOX 1 NEWBURY, OHIO 


Learn GREENH 


Grow rare plants you've never 

been able to grow before: grow 
quantities of bedding and 

potted plants from seeds or 
cuttings which will be best 

sellers’ right from your green- 

house doorstep. Our home study 

course in Greenhouse Growing 

shows you HOW. Write for in- 
formation or send 25¢_ for 

student newsletter ‘The Green- 

house Grower.”’ 

FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Box 564-FY Santa Cruz, Calif. 


BE A FLORIST 


Learn to make corsages, 
wreaths, centerpieces, wedding 
bouquets, etc. Train at home 
for full or part time floral po- 
sitions. Information free about 
our floral design and arrange- 
ment courses. Or send for one 
or more special illustrated les- 
son booklets 

How to Make 33 Arrangements. $1 
How to Make 25 Corsages $1 
Christmas Floral Lesson $1 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Box 564-FZ Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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| LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 








HEN YOU CHAT with an English- 
man or visit his home, the con- 
versation inevitably turns to his 

favorite interest, gardens. He will take 
you through his garden, point with 
pride to his prize plantings and some- 
times happily confess that he’s really 
the garden’s slave. This love for gar- 
dens can be seen everywhere in Eng- 
land. Most homes have a garden, be 
it a foot or an acre. Ancient gardens 
have been lovingly preserved and mod- 
ern ones developed. A visitor can see 
private and nursery gardens within easy 
reach of London. 

Among the most famous are the 
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. Here, 
in 280 acres, is the world’s largest col- 
lection of different plants—some 65,000 
| kinds. You'll vast conservatories 
| filled with exotics, a rock garden, water 





see 
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MALAK-——-FROM ASSOC. BULB GROWERS OF HOLLAND 


IN HOLLAND millions of tulips, hyacinths, narcissi and other bulbs bloom in spring. 


Gardens of Europe 


by T. H. 


EVERETT 


garden, iris garden and many other 
special plantings at this leading center 
of gardening and botany. You can ab- 
sorb the tranquillity and beauty of skill- 
fully planted vistas framed by choice 
trees and shrubs and carpeted by closely 
mown turf. All plants are carefully 
labeled by name and_ geographical 
origin. 

A mile or two from Kew is a most 
unusual nursery, which specializes in 
shearing evergreens into formal and fan- 
tastic shapes. At the Kew Topiary 
Nurseries, Stanmore Road, Richmond. 
you can see 10,000 specimens including 
pyramids, spirals, peacocks and teddy 
bears, some rare pieces seventy-five 
years old. 

Nearer to the heart of London is 
the premier roof garden of the world 
Here, a hundred above the 


feet city, 
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on the roof of Derry at.J Tom’s depart- 
ment store, Kensington High Street, are 
gardens of more than 1% acres—spa- 
cious lawns, full-grown trees, a brook, 
pond and a rock garden as well as 
delightful formal gardens in Spanish 
and Tudor English style. There’s a 
modern tea pavillion where visitors can 
refresh themselves as they marvel over 
the ingenuity that created this unusual 
beauty. The entire roof is covered to a 
depth of 2% feet with soil. A staff of 
five gardeners tend the garden and, in 
special greenhouses, coldframes, and on 
the roof, grow the plants they need. 
The garden is open from spring to fall. 

Some twenty miles from London, in 
beautiful Surrey, is the Royal Horticul- 
tural Society’s Gardens at Wisley. More 
than 600 acres are devoted to the best 
in horticulture. Spectacular plantings 
of rhododendrons and primulas, heath- 
ers and flowering shrubs delight both 
amateur and connoisseur. The best rock 
garden in southern England, one of the 
finest in the world, is here, and green- 


JEANNETTE CROSSMAN 


WALLFLOWERS grow in beds between 
stone terraces of an English manor house. 


BELGIAN COVT. INFORMATION CENTER 


AN ANCIENT canal and belfry in Bruges 
are typical of Belgium’s old-world charm. 
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houses shelter a splendid collection of 
tender plants. At Wisley, too, are mag- 
nificent perennial borders, annuals, fruit 
and vegetable trials and a great variety 
of garden flowers. The standard of cul- 
tivation is superb. 

Hampton Court, a few miles from 
London, has vast gardens of extravagant 
charm. They were built by Cardinal 
Wolsey and belonged to Henry VIII. 
Ancient yews, great stretches of lawn 


and lake, magnificent flower beds and 
borders, intimate and delightful flower 


gardens, the ancient grapevine and the 
maze will delight you. 

Near Tonbridge, Kent, the privately 
owned Hever Castle gardens are opened 
under the National Garden Scheme. 
They are among the most worthwhile in 
England. The castle, dating to the 
thirteenth century, was the home of 
Anne Boleyn before she married. It still 
has a moat, which is beautifully planted. 
An interesting topiary garden, grand 
Italian gardens and an Italian lake are 
features worth seeing. Lord Astor made 











Now you can combine your en- 
joyment of gardening with the 
pleasures of travel! Here are four 
extraordinary tours . . . in Europe 
and Hawaii . . . which will enable 
you to see the famous gardens as 
well as the famous sights of the 
countries visited. 

Each tour includes lectures by 
tour leaders aboard ship and 
throughout each tour, on what you 
will see. These lectures will give you 
much valuable information and 
many new ideas which you can 
apply to your own garden. The tour 
leaders will be happy to discuss per- 
sonal garden problems with you! 


All four tours will include exclu- 
sive invitations, special receptions, 
teas and luncheons at private es- 
tates, which the average visitor does 
not usually see. You will have op- 
portunities to meet and talk with 
leading garden authorities of the 
countries visited — horticulturists, 
gardeners, bulb growers, nursery- 
men, teachers, etc.! 


For your convenience, experi- 
enced tour managers will accom- 
pany each group every step of the 
way. They will take care of such 
matters as transfers, baggage, trans- 
portation, reservations, etc. They 
will be on hand to assist you with 
any personal travel matters which 
may arise. 


All four tours have been care- 
fully arranged in every detail by the 
Jean Berke Travel Service—backed 
by more than 30 years of experi- 
ence in foreign travel and a leading 
agency in the field of garden tours! 


Get complete information by 
mailing coupon today! 





YOU ARE INVITED _ | 


to join our ever-popular, original and annual all-expense-inclusive tours of 


GARDENS OVERSEAS 


under the personal guidance of experienced tour leaders and garden authorities 
and SPONSORED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS, RHODE ISLAND, 
PENNSYLVANIA AND MICHIGAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES! 


JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE. INC. 


516 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK 


The three most famous Garden Tours 
of Europe led by Dr. Ernest K. Thomas, 
Secretary of the Rhode Island Horticultural 
Society, distinguished horticulturist, lec- 
turer, photographer. Tours may be taken 
separately or in sequence, as they have 
been arranged to connect with each other! 


MEDITERRANEAN 


Sicily, Italy, Swiss-Italian Lake 

French Rivieras, France 

March 7th, on the 

Med ite erranean route 
York 


District, Italian- 
Tour sails from New York, 
SS Andrea Doria, via sunny 
33 days in Europe. Returns to 
jew wk, April 24th, on RMS Queen Elizabeth 
$1190, all inclusive 


WESTERN EUROPE 


France, Belgium, Holland, England 
jew York, Aue il i 

39 days in Europe. ; * 

on the RMS Susen Elizabeth. $1175, all inclusive 


BRITISH ISLES 


Wales, 


som sails from 


England, Ireland, Scotland. Tour sails from 


on the RMS Queen Mary. $1075. a oa hy 


The one and only exotic Garden Tour 
of the Pacific led by Mr. Clark L. Thayer, 
Head of the School of Floriculture, Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts, well-known hor- 
ticulturist, author and lecturer. 


HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 


Oahu, Hawaii, Maui, Kauai. Tour sails from Los 
Angeles, May 3rd, on the SS Lurline. 24 days in the 
islands. Returns to San Francisco on same ship, 
June 7th, $1195, all inclusive, plus tax 


Membership in Each Tour Limited in Number! 
For Complete Itineraries, Mail Coupon Today! 











JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc., 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 
Please send detailec 
tion on the 1956 Garden Tours checked below 
Mediterranean 
British tntes 


Western Europe 
0 Hawaiian tstands 
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Why Pay More? 
Our Famous and Original 


“Colorama” 


GARDEN TOURS 


have been for years an outstanding 


Annual Travel Event! 


These tours are endorsed by the: 


HORTICULTURAL TRAVEL FOUNDATION, INC. 


and timed, from long experience, 
to coincide with the height of the 
flowering season in each country. 


While other so called “Garden Tours” show 
you only the places of interest in the regu- 
lar sightseeing program, ONLY our tours 
will give you this important ADDITION: 
intimate visits to Gardens, Parks, Nurseries, 
Private Homes and Ancestral Estates, most 
of the time as guests of the owners them- 
selves! This, because of the long friendship 
with the tour leader: 


ADRIAN FRYLINK, eminent horti- 
culturist, author, lecturer (radio and 
TV) and world traveller, who for the 
FOURTH consecutive year will be your 
host on the: 


OFFICIAL GARDEN TOUR 
‘of WESTERN EUROPE 


ONLY $895. 


All expenses. From N.Y. S.S. “ILE de FRANCE” 
April 14—return to N.Y. May 21—First-class hotels— 
rooms and both, visiting:—BELGIUM, HOLLAND, 
GERMANY, FRANCE and ENGLAND. 


We also offer the: 
GRAND GARDEN TOUR of 
WESTERN EUROPE ry 


and 
MEDITERRANEAN °!295- 


including all expenses. From N.Y. in $.S. “ILE de 
FRANCE” April 14—return to N.Y. June 9—43 days 
in Europe. First-class hotels—rooms and bath. Visit- 
ing:—Belgium, Holland Germany, Switzerland, 
Swiss Italian Lakes District, Milan, Venice, Florence, 
Hill Towns, Rome, Pisa, Italian and French Rivieras, 
Monte Carlo, Paris, England and the world famous 
CHELSEA SHOW. 

Note:—We visit Italy in May because the average 
temperature is 65° and flowers are in bioom everywhere. 


In March and April the average temperature in Italy 
is 45° to 55°, still too cold for flowers to bloom 





Those who prefer an “Aloha” vaca- 
tion, are invited to COMPARE our: 


GRAND GARDEN TOUR 
of HAWAII 
AT ONLY $895. 


including all expenses from Los Angeles May 3 
return to San Francisco June 7—escorted throughout. 
24 flower-filled days in the ISLANDS of KUAI— 
OAHO--MAUI—and HAWAII. First-class round trip 
passage—Deluxe hotels and ALL EXPENSES. 


Write today for COMPLETE itinerary and litera- 


ture, LIMITED MEMBERSHIP. 


Bee Travel Agency Inc. 


33 East 48th Street Plaza 3-6610 
New York 17, N. Y. 


OUR 46TH YEAR OF TRAVEL SERVICE 
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the gardens early in the present century 
to remind himself of the great gardens 
he knew in Italy. 

Sissinghurst Castle, Cranbrook, Kent, 
some fifty-five miles from London, is 
also privately owned but opened under 
the National Garden Scheme. An herb 
garden, a collection of old roses and an 
old-fashioned English garden are high 
spots. 

Penshurst Place ‘near Tonbridge, 
Kent, was built in 1340 and possesses a 
very delightful garden. It was recon- 
structed after World War II without 
destroying its ancient form, although 
the planting has been simplified for 
easier upkeep. 

Near Maidenhead, Surrey, is Clive- 
don, a National Trust garden of more 
than 260 acres, including both formal 
and informal gardens. 

Hidcote Manor, near Chipping Camp- 
den, Gloucestershire, is a series of 
delightful, characteristically English cot- 
tage gardens worth traveling far to see. 
In ten acres are planted a complete and 
interesting collection of plants, including 
hedges of many different kinds. The 
garden, developed within the last forty- 
five years, is noteworthy for its aesthetic 
appeal as well as its botanical interest. 

Throughout Britain many fine houses 
and gardens of historic or other signifi- 
cant interest (many still occupied by 
their former owners) are maintained by 
the National Trust and frequently (in 
many cases daily) opened to the public 
for a small fee. Under the National 
Garden Scheme privately owned gar- 
dens are opened to the public on stated 
days (some only once or twice a year, 
others more frequently). The small fee 
goes to a fund to help preserve gardens 
of national importance. (For more in- 
formation on English gardens, write to 
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STRATFORD-ON-AVON, = Shakespeare’s 


birthplace, has many charming cottage 
gardens. From the street one can admire 
the clipped hedges and flowering trees and 
peek through open gates to the gardens. 
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the British Travel Association, 336 


Madison Ave., New York, N. Y.) 


In Holland many people earn their liv- 
ing from the soil. Their great skills as 
growers of bulbs and nursery stock have 
earned worldwide renown. Here you 
can see at its best commercial propaga- 
tion of a great variety of plants. 

Tulip time is, of course, the best 
season to see Holland, but this little 
country is by no means without interest 
to garden-minded visitors at other sea- 
sons. In*spring when the tulip fields are 
in bloom they are breath-takingly beau- 
tiful, a kaleidoscopic patchwork of color 
stretching for mile after mile. Visitors 
from all over the world tour Holland to 
refresh themselves with the loveliness 
of countless millions of tulips, hyacinths. 
narcissi and other bulbs in flower. 

A “must” is the Keukenhoff Garden 
at Lisse in the heart of the bulb district. 
This is an old estate with lovely trees, 
streams and other naturalistic features. 
Each fall a group of bulb growers plant 
it generously with the finest bulbs Hol- 
land produces; it is a display and trial 
garden for bulb merchants. 

For a small entrance fee the visitor 
enters Keukenhoff during the flowering 
season and strolls through ninety acres 
of formal and informal plantings of 
bulbs and other spring-blooming plants. 
In the display greenhouse are the largest 
and finest tulips to be found anywhere. 

Another attraction is the flower auc- 
tion at Aalsmeer. Millions of cut flowers 
are brought to Aalsmeer by barge and 
are sold daily by the well-known “Dutch 
auction” method. Buyers sit in dead 
silence on benches in an amphitheater 
watching the hand of a huge clock on 
the wall moving from the highest price 
toward zero. Each buyer is ready to 
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LUXURIANT fig vines and bougainvillea 
drape mellow walls; artistic clay pots filled 
with geraniums and tropical evergreens 
adorn narrow cobblestone walks and wind- 
ing steps in St. Paul de Vence, France. 
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push a button which will stop the clock 
at the price he wishes to pay. 

The area around Boskoop and some 
other parts of the country are note- 
worthy for the fine nursery stock that is 
raised. The public parks of the Hague 
and other towns are of great interest, 
and everywhere one can see fine house 
plants growing in almost every window. 
(For more information about Holland, 
write to the Netherlands National Tour- 
ist Office, 270 Park Ave., New York, 
mY.) 


France presents a wide variety of gar- 
dens. The character of the gardening 
and of the plants which are grown 
changes noticeably in different parts of 
the country. In the South the climate 
makes possible the cultivation of sub- 
tropical kinds such as are popular in 
California. Cacti, palms and similar 
tropicals create beauty at Cannes and 
Nice. From there it is a simple matter 
to cross the border and inspect the truly 
remarkable hillside gardens of La Mor- 
tola at Ventimiglia, Italy. A mile or two 
from La Mortola are other magnificent 
succulent gardens open to visitors for 
a small fee. 

Paris is said to have more parks than 
any city in Europe and all are neat and 
well kept. You won’t want to miss, of 
course, the world-famous formal gar- 
dens at Versailles, as well as the Tuil- 
leries Gardens and the plantings around 
the Louvre and in the public squares 
and parks. 

In the Jardin de Plantes in Paris there 
are conservatories containing exotics 
and some outdoor plantings of interest, 
particularly of trees. One, still living, 
is the first American locust tree planted 
in Europe. At the Bois de Boulogne are 

Shakespeare garden and five outdoor 
theatre stages. Each stage is especially 
planted for the presentation of a partic- 
ular play or act and all surround a large 
spectators’ arena 

In many French cities there are botan- 
ical gardens of note, such as the one at 
Lyon, where a very fine collection of 
alpine plants is maintained. Such gar- 
dens are well worth seeking out. 

The Chateaux country offers many 
fine gardens open to visitors. Among 
the best is the Chateau Villandre at 
Touraine, described by a knowledgeable 
Englishman as “the most beautiful 
Chateau in all France.” It has out- 
standing medieval formal gardens and 
a wonderful collection of plants built 
up in recent years. 

At the Chateau d’Angers at Angers 
you can see other magnificent examples 
of French formal gardening on the 
grand scale. (For more information 
about chateaux gardens you can visit, 
write to La Societe Nationale d’Horti- 
culture de France, 84 Rue de Grenelle, 
Paris; also the French Travel Service 
Inc., 610 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.) 
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STILL TIME TO BEAT WINTER 


With an 





AN ORLYT ALUMINUM LEAN-TO IS EASILY ATTACHED 


TO GARAGE OR HOME 


ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Orlyt Knows No Season 


Extend summer through winter with 
a beautiful, bright, and mainte- 
nance-free Orlyt aluminum green- 
house. Easy-to-put-up, anywhere, 
any time. Nothing to cut or fit. 
Extra light and amply ventilated. 
Pertect for growing anything from 
African violets to orchids. 


Many other styles in addition to 
aluminum lean-to pictured. Budget- 
priced in both aluminum and Cali- 
fornia redwood from $280. Auto- 
matic heat and ventilation available 
for any crop or climate. 


Send For New 32-Page Catalog No. D-26 





IRVINGTON N. Y TN ors PLAINES, ILt 


Canadian Sales Office: St. Catharines, Ont.’ 





LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKER‘ 








PERFECT—PERMANENT 


x. STYLE FOR EVERY GARDEN NEED 


LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS '0242.4NA®*, 087" €2) 


IN CANADA—C. A. CRUIKSHANK, TORONTO 12, ONTARIO 








AND YOU BREED g 
THEM IN YOUR SPARE 


EARN BIG PROFITS 
In Your Spare Time! 


If you have a Jittle space in a SPARE 
ROOM, PORCH, BASEMENT, GARAGI 

ANYWHERE. Investigate this “chance 
of a lifetime” opportunity of breeding rare 
tropical fish for profit. The tropical fish 


TIME - IN YOUR HOME EIN A BOOM" IS JUST BEGINNING and here's 


YES 606 | BREED THEM 

IN MY BACK PORCH. THEY 
ALMOST SELL THEMSELVES, 
TOO. BELIEVE ME 

THE *BOOM" 


iT’S EASY! Once you know 
the SECRETS you may breed 
exotic ANGEL FISH; Zebra 
striped DANIO; beautiful 
GOURAMI; majestic 
FIGHTING FISH; the mys 
terious weather predicters— 
and BRILLIANTLY BEAL 

TIFUL rare tropicals of 
every kind. Sell for up to 
$35.00 pr. Amazing Profits! 


URGENT APPEAL OPPORTUNITY 


your opportunity to cash in on it now. Ex 
perts estimate $780 MILLION DOLLARS 
will be spent on tropical fish within next ten 
years. Investigate now—Rush coupon below 


NO- ONLY A FEW DOLLARS, 

A LITTLE SPACE AND MY SPARE 
TIME AND THE LITTLE KNOWN 
BREEDING SECRETS ARE 
ALL YOU NEED To START. iF a thy 
YOURE INTERESTED - LEARN * a eae 
THE FACTS TODAY/- THE 3 4 By Ge De 

“BIG BOOM" HAS STARTED 4 o> ty, 


“ a A breed 
30 CASH IN ON IT io " dividends 


SS oS 

yi MALL THIS 
a) 383 It 2 EREFI COUPON 
( TH) BELOW 
SOME TROPICAL rp 4 i “ semave 
FISH LAY TO - a — 
600 EGGS AT A TIME. Thar’ ss 
why tropical fish breeding is Tropicet Fish Grondore ep N12 D 
so profitable. Nature multi . ws” 8 * | 15121 5. Greedwe s Angeles 61, Colit 
plies your $$ vu HEC Please Rush FREE COLORFUL BOOKLET and amar & 
- e ing VOER PROJECTOR KIT datas to me. 6 Both Free’ B 
This advertisement is an = Sendini joes not obligate me in any way @ 





Name Age 
Orders backlogged in many or writin yee ' 
areas. RUSH coupon NOW! £ « or FACT e y 
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HIS TIME LAST MONTH we could say, 
“Christmas is just around the cor- 
ner,” and the saying of it gave us a 
comfortable feeling . with its remote- 
ness. But now the corner has been rounded 
and we are confronted with names on lists 
and the annual, age-old question: What 
to give? 

FLOWER GROWER Once again supplies the 
gardener’s practical answer: Books! There 
are beautiful deluxe volumes that are ideal 
for the special beribboned package under 
the tree for a special person; standard- 
sized books—on all gardening subjects—to 
give Christmas a lasting quality; and petit 
books, packed with a wealth of know-how, 
for that extra little gift to add the surprise 
element to the candy, nuts and colorful 
fruits that bulge the Christmas stocking. 

Last month we gave our readers a com- 
plete list of the 1955 gardening titles. In 
this issue we are bringing some of the out- 
standing titles of the past year to the fore- 
front to help you in your selection; also, 
we are calling your attention to some of 
the tried-and-true basic books of other 
years. (See page 50.) Ask for these titles 
at your favorite bookstore. 

It is nice to remember that when we give 
gardening books we may be introducing a 
friend to a hobby or a vocation that will 
last a lifetime; we are giving information 
that may lead to many happy years filled 
with flowers, fruits and sun-ripened vege- 
tables of that most famous type—home- 
grown; we are, as all gardeners know, 
giving something that may be simply de- 
scribed as a way of life. Gardening books 
will always be, considered perfect Christ- 
mas gifts for their rewarding nature and 
their lasting quality. 

FIRESIDE BOOKS—We have _  dis- 
covered two new titles that are not classed 
as gardening books but are, nevertheless, 
for gardeners. Anyone who delights in 
growing things will spend pleasant eve- 
nings around the fireside reading the latest 
works of two outstanding writers of our 
times. 

The first, From My Experience: The 
Pleasures and Miseries of Life on a Farm 
by Louis Bromfield ($4.00. Harper), will 
make you laugh, think serious thoughts, 
take notes—even, perhaps, argue with the 
author if your background is strictly urban. 
But if you have ever been privileged to 
spend a part of your lifetime in the happy 
(and “miserable”’) environment of the 
farm, Mr. Bromfield will take you back to 
those most splendid days of your existence 
and will re-acquaint you with once-familiar 
scenes, people and a life that, in itself, be- 
came a kind of religion. Those of us who 
have wandered far from our original rural 
setting perhaps are more nostalgic and have 
more poignant flashbacks when reading 
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this book than most non-farm readers. 
Scenes which have been _ temporarily 
shelved in our memory return in clear true 
form ... and it is like going home. 

The second book we discovered was 
Rumer Godden’s newest novel An Episode 
of Sparrows ($3.50. The Viking Press). 
A December selection of the Book-of-the- 
Month Club and January selection of the 
Reader’s Digest Book Club, this tenth novel 
is likely to become the author’s most popu- 
lar work. It is a book for the entire 
family, as it is an adult story of two 
children in postwar London. It is an adult 
and mature work in that the author—who 


knows children and flowers on intimate 
terms—paints both itn their true perspective. 
The descriptions of flowers are beautiful; 
the descriptions of the children are realistic, 
their beauty being heightened as it emerges 
through the non-saintly characters of 
Sparkey, a sickly but spirited and highly 
imaginative boy of six with a perpetually 
running nose and running mind, dreaming 
of the more sensational type of life; 
Lovejoy Mason, a child of a broken home, 
who has to patch up her life in the most 
expedient manner possible, even if it in- 
volves such non-feminine manifestations as 
leaving the imprint of her entire set of 
teeth on a victim’s hand; and Tip Malone, 
leader of a gang, who becomes helplessly 
involved with the Mason child when he 
destroys her garden—planted in the bomb 
ruins On his campsite. These three start 


a garden that, in turn, starts a hubbub 
involving the lives of many people in the 
area around Catford Street. It is a truly 
beautiful story of three beautiful children 
and is told in Rumer Godden’s usual pic- 
turesque and lucid style. You will feel 
better for having read it. 

If you want to give a child from eight to 
twelve years of age a Christmas present, 
we suggest you take a look at Little Turkey 
by Lester Rowntree ($2.50. The Viking 
Press). The plot of this juvenile story is 
richly threaded with California nature lore. 
You will recognize the author as FLOWER 
Grower’s contributing editor and author 
of “Plant for Permanence” for the West 
Coast. 

To round out your selection of good 
books for fireside reading you will cer- 
tainly want to see a copy of Clifton Lisle’s 
new book, Pastures New ($3.50. Farrar, 
Straus & Cudahy). Author of The Grow- 
ing Year, Mr. Lisle is an expert in land- 
scaping and gardening. In his new book he 
gives practical advice on selecting and re- 
habilitating a country place—a pursuit he 
is currently engaged in at his country 
dream house. 

BOOKS FOR BEGINNERS—In select- 
ing a gardening book for a beginner one 
should be careful to avoid the more com- 
plex and highly scientific titles that are so 
greatly cherished by the professionals. The 
beginner will only begin such a book. A 
book they will want must be easily under- 
standable, must cover a wide area in basic 
gardening without involving them in too 
much unnecessary detail, and must be in- 
teresting. Such a book is Practical Garden- 
ing: What To Do, When To Do It and 
How To Do It by Olive Mason Gunnison 
($4.50. Doubleday and American Garden 
Guild). It rounds up about all of the basic 
information the modern gardener needs 
and presents it in delightfully digestible 
form for easy absorption by the non- 
professional gardener. 

Another book for the homeowner who 
wants to acquire a speedy education in 
basic gardening is Dr. Arthur J. Pratt’s 
Gardening Made Easy ($2.95. Hearthside 
Press). The value of this book is summed 
up in the title. It contains 38 drawings by 





American Garden Guild 
Selection for December 
* The selection for this month is 
Garden Design Illustrated, by John 
A. and Carol L. Grant, originally 
published by the University of Wash- 
ington Press. 
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Ruby Mitchell to make easy gardening 
even easier. 

Those of us who work in FLOWER 
Grower’s book review department are 
continually gratified by the number of let- 
ters we receive from our young readers 
who are developing green thumbs early in 
life. Richard R. Kinney has written a spe- 
cial kind of book for this special audience: 
Guide to Gardening with Young People 
($3.25. Prentice-Hall). 

BOOKS FOR THE CHRISTMAS 
STOCKING—An item everyone should 
have is an attractive appointment calendar. 
The Home and Garden Calendar, 1956 
($1.00. Hearthside Press) features 58 il- 
lustrations of table settings, holiday decora- 
tions and flower arrangements—plus the 
handy calendar. 

The Complete Book of Gardening 
(Fifty cents. Western Lithographing Co.) 
is a paper back that will be prized by any 
gardener. It contains seven complete books, 
originally published by Rinehart. 

DELUXE BOOKS—If you have a very 
special gardening friend you want to make 
happy on Christmas day, we suggest that 
you choose one of the following beauti- 
fully illustrated volumes. 

One of the most attractive and interest- 
ing books to appear in a long time is 
Thomas D. Church’s Gardens Are for 
People ($10.00. Reinhold). It has 256 
pages and 600 illustrations, 20 of which 
are in color. For a preview of what will 
be in store for you, see page 37 of the 
November issue of FLOWER GROWER and 
page 32 of the current issue. 

Two outstanding volumes for persons 
interested in landscape design may be se- 
cured from Museum Books. Landscape 
Gardens by Gustav Amman ($8.50) and 
New Gardens by Ernst Baumann ($12.00) 
are both profusely illustrated. In _ the 
former the text and caption material are 
in English, French and German; in the 
latter, text and captions are in German 
and English. 

For a truly luxurious gift consider House 
and Gardens New Complete Book of 
Gardens—a practical guide for all phases 
of home gardening: planting plans for 
flowers, fruits, vegetables, shrubs, pools, 
barbecues, trees and lawns. ($10.00. Simon 
& Schuster). 

For a different type of book look at 
The Japanese House and Garden by Tet- 
suro Yoshida ($1250. Frederick Praeger 
Co.). Another in this category is Three 
Centuries of Flowering Bulbs in the 
Netherlands by E. H. Krelage ($7.50. The 
Chronica Botanica Co.) It has 300 pages 
and 100 illustrations. British Flowers in 
Color, edited by B. L. Burtt ($5.00. Trans- 
atlantic Arts) and Garden Spice & Wild 
Pot-Herbs by Walter C. Muenscher and 
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Myron A. Rice ($5.75. Cornell) would 
make very attractive Christmas gifts—at 
very attractive prices. 

In concluding our suggestions for really 
deluxe editions we would like for you to 
take a look at Treasury of American Gar- 
dening by the editors of FLOWER GROWER 
($7.50. Flower Grower and Doubleday). 

HOUSE PLANTS—With many long 
winter days ahead, any friend is certain to 
be delighted with a book on house plants. 
Two particularly interesting books on this 
subject are: Orchids as House Plants by 
Rebecca T. Northern ($3.50. D. Van 
Nostrand) and Growing Plants Under 
Artificial Light by Peggie Schulz ($3.50. 
M. Barrows). 

SHRUBS AND TREES—You can’t go 
wrong on these two: Shrubs and Trees for 
the Small Place by P. J. Van Melle and 
revised and edited by Montague Free 
($3.00. Doubleday and American Garden 
Guild); Trees and Shrubs of the Upper 
Midwest. by Carl Otto Rosendahl ($6.00. 
University of Minnesota Press). 

FOR EVERY GARDENER—Glance 
over these titles and see if you don’t find 
just the book for the gardening friend you 
have in mind: The New Greenhouse Gar- 
dening for Everyone by Ernest Chabot 
($4.75. M. Barrows); Creative Flower Ar- 
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shopping list of good 
gardening books for 
Christmas gifts... 


ranging by Margaret Carrick ($4.50. M. 
Barrows); Weeds, revised edition, by W. 
C. Muenscher ($10.00. Macmillan) Gerani- 
ums for Home and Garden by Helen K. 
Krauss ($4.75. Macmillan); Fruit and 
Vegetable Arrangements by Emma H. 
Cyphers ($3.50. Hearthside); and What 
Every Rose Grower Should Know, revised, 
by Dr. R. C. Allen ($2.00. Hearthside). 

We have saved for the last what we 
consider the titles most likely to be coveted 
by all gardeners—everywhere. No garden 
or library is worthwhile unless annuals and 
perennials are present. At this point we 
book editors step back and present FLOWER 
GrROWER’s two senior editors who have 
supplied the answers on growing annuals 
and perennials—Montague Free and F. F. 
Rockwell. You will not want to miss Mr. 
Free’s All About the Perennial Garden 
($5.95. Doubleday and American Garden 
Guild) or The Complete Book of Annuals 
by Mr. Rockwell and his wife, Esther 
Grayson ($5.95. Doubleday and American 
Garden Guild). 

These books we have told you about are 
this year’s titles. Turn the page for a list 
of excellent basic books of other years. 

The book editors at FLOWER GROWER 
join in wishing you a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year of gardening.® 


Addresses of Garden-Book Publishers 


American Book Company, 55 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Barrows & Co., M., 425 Fourth Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Chronica Botanica Co., The, P. O. 
Box 151, Waltham 54, Mass. 

Cornell University Press, 124 Rob- 
erts Place, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Doubleday (American Garden Guild), 
575 Madison Ave., New York 22. 

Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 101 
Fifth Ave., New York 3, N. Y. 

Flower Grower, 2049 Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal Bldg., New York. 

Greenberg Publisher, 201 East 57th 
St., New York 22, N. Y. 

Harper & Brothers, 49 East 33rd St., 
New York, N. Y. 

Hearthside Press, Inc., 303 Fifth 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

Harcourt-Brace & Co., Inc., 383 
Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Houghton-Mifflin Co., 2 Park St., 
Boston 7, Mass. 

Macmillan Co., 60 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N. Y. 

Museum Books, c/o Mr. Hans 
Dorfer, 48 East 43rd St., N. Y. 

Praeger Co., Frederick A., 150 East 


52nd St., New York, New York. 

Prentice-Hall, Inc., 70 Fifth Ave., 
New York 11, N. Y. 

Putnam’s Sons, G. P., 210 Madison 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

Random House, Inc., 457 Madison 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Reinhold Publishing Corp., 430 Park 
Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 

Rinehart & Co., Inc., 232 Madison 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 

Scribner's Sons, Charles, 597 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Simon & Schuster, 630 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 

Transatlantic Arts, 
the-Sea, Fla. 

University of Minnesota Press, Min- 
neapolis 14, Minn. 

University of Washington Press, 111 
Thomson Hall, Seattle 5, Wash. 

Van Nostrand Co., Inc., D., 250 
Fourth Ave., New York 3, N. Y. 

Viking Press, Inc., 18 East 48th St., 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Western Printing and Lithographing 
Co., 200 Fifth Ave., New York. 

William H. Wise & Co., 50 West 
47th St.. New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood-by- 





OUTSTANDING BOOKS OF OTHER YEARS 


ALL ABOUT AFRICAN VIOLETS. Mon- 
tague Free. $3.50. Doubleday & Ameri- 
can Garden Guild. 

ALL ABOUT HOUSE PLANTS. Mon- 
tague Free. $3.95. Doubleday & Ameri- 
can Garden Guild. 

AMERICAN GARDENER’S BOOK OF 
BULBS, THE. T. H. Everett. $5.95. 
Random House (1954). 

AMERICA’S GARDEN BOOK. James and 
Louise Bush-Brown. $4.50. Scribner's. 
ANYONE CAN GROW ROSES. Cynthia 

Westcott. $2.75. Van Nostrand. 

BURRAGE ON VEGETABLES. Albert 
C. Burrage. $4.50. Van Nostrand. 

COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS, THE. 
F. F. Rockwell and Esther C. Grayson. 
$5.95. Doubleday & American Garden 
Guild. 

COMPLETE HOME LANDSCAPING 
AND GARDEN GUIDE. Raymond P. 
Korbobo and E. L. D. Seymour. $2.95. 
Wise. 

CONCISE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FA- 
VORITE FLOWERS, THE. Marjorie P. 
Johnson and Montague Free. $3.95. 
Doubleday & American Garden Guild. 

GARDEN DESIGN ILLUSTRATED. 
John A. and Carol L. Grant. $5.75. 
University of Washington Press. 

GARDENING: A COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO GARDEN MAKING. Montague 
Free. $4.95. Harcourt, Brace. 

GARDENING IN THE LOWER SOUTH. 
H. Harold Hume. Rev. Ed., $7.50. Mac- 
millan. 


GREENHOUSE 
EVERYONE. 
Barrows. 

GROWING YEAR, THE (MONTH BY 
MONTH IN A HOME GARDEN). 
Clifton Lisle. $3.50. Farrar, Straus, and 
Cudahy. 

HERBS IN THE GARDEN. Norman Tay- 
lor. $2.00. Van Nostrand. 

HISTORY OF THE ROSE, THE. Roy E. 
Shepherd. $4.75. Macmillan. 

HOME GARDEN BOOK OF HERBS 
AND SPICES, THE. Milo Milorado- 
vich. $2.95. Doubleday. 

HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE TO LAND- 
SCAPING, THE. Amelia Leavitt Hill. 
$2.75. Putnam’s. 

HORTUS SECOND. L. H. Bailey and 
Ethel Zoe Bailey, compilers (A Concise 
Dictionary of Gardening and General 
Horticulture). $12.50. Macmillan. 

HOW TO GROW RARE GREENHOUSE 
PLANTS. Ernest Chabot. $4.00. Bar- 
rows. 

LANDSCAPING PLANS FOR SMALL 
HOMES. Ralph Bailey, editor. $2.00. 
Hanover House & American Garden 
Guild. 

MANUAL OF BOTANY, THE. (ASA 
GRAY). Revised by Merrit Lyndon 
Fernald. $9.75. American Book Co. 

MANUAL OF CULTIVATED PLANTS. 
L. H. Bailey (Rev. Ed.). $18.50. Mac- 
millan. 

MANUAL OF CULTIVATED TREES 
AND SHRUBS. Alfred Rehder. $12.50. 


GARDENING FOR 
Ernest Chabot. $4.00. 


Macmillan. 

NEW BOOK OF LILIES, THE. Jan De 
Graaff. $3.50. Barrows. 

PERENNIALS FOR EVERY GARDEN. 
Helen Van Pelt Wilson. $3.95. Barrows. 

PHOTOGRAPHING YOUR FLOWERS. 
John P. and Mary Alice Roche. $3.75. 
Greenberg. 

ROSES. Roy E. Shepherd. $1.50. Rinehart. 

SHRUBS AND VINES FOR AMERICAN 
GARDENS. Donald Wyman. $7.50. 
Macmillan. 

STANDARD CYCLOPEDIA OF HORTI- 
CULTURE, THE. L. H. Bailey, editor. 
3 vol. set, $52.00. Macmillan. 

TAYLOR’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GAR- 
DENING. Norman Taylor. $5.00. 
Houghton Mifflin. 

TAYLOR’S GARDEN GUIDES. Norman 
Taylor. Set of 5: The Permanent Gar- 
den, Color in the Garden, Herbs in the 
Garden, Fragrance in the Garden, and 
The Everblooming Garden. $2.00 each 
or $8.95 for set. Van Nostrand. 

TREES FOR AMERICAN GARDENS. 
Donald Wyman. $7.50. Macmillan. 

WEEDS. Walter C. Muensher. $7.50. Mac- 
millan. 

WILD FLOWERS FOR YOUR GARDEN. 
Helen S. Hull. $4.95. Barrows. 

YEARS IN MY HERB GARDEN, THE. 
Helen M. Fox. $3.95. Macmillan. 

10,000 GARDEN QUESTIONS AN- 
SWERED. F. F. Rockwell, editor. An- 
swers by 15 experts. $4.95. Doubleday 
& American Garden Guild. 








simpler to maintain, and better organized, whether yours is 
a fairly large country place or a modest lot in the suburbs, 


The many “before” and “after” gardens in this book 


will surprise and delight you and you will find all 256 pages 


of this big, colorful, 10”x 13” book witty and informative. 


SEND NO MONEY! MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR FREE EXAMINATION 


GARDENS 


are for people 


THOMAS D. CHURCH 


Is your garden for you? Whether you want to pull weeds or 
sip tea on the terrace, you will have fun- reading 
GARDENS ARE FOR PEOPLE. At the same time you'll learn 


planning tricks that will make your garden more colorful, 





Reinhold Publishing Corp., Dept MA-121 

430 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 

Send me GARDENS ARE FOR PEOPLE to examine 
ON APPROVAL. In 10 days, if I’m not delighted with 
it, I'll return the book and owe you nothing. Or will 
remit $10.00, plus postage. 


() SAVE MONEY! Check here if you enclose payment, in 
which case Reinhold pays all shipping charges. Same 
return privilege, 





of course. 
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Aromatic Javors 
by W. C. VANDERWERTH 


Two old Christmas cards, a bit of yarn, 
some sage or other herb leaves can be 
made into aromatic holiday party favors. 


Punch two holes on each of the four ends 
of both cards with a notebook punch. The 
holes are for yarn which binds package. 


Package herbs by placing them on a sheet 
of paper, folding ends over to make a neat 
envelope. Staple to keep package sealed. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY W. C. VANDERWERTH 


Place herb package between two cards 
and tie with yarn—novel way to use 
up excess herbs and old Christmas cards. 
NEXT 
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Aluminum Greenhouses 
Your year ‘round “Garden Under Glass” 


There’s an EVERLITE greenhouse to exactly 


Model C, 2 sections - 
door in each end. 


“EVERLITE the world’s 

most beautiful aluminum 
greenhouse — with genuine 
curved glass eaves. 


eeeeeeeeees 


meet your gardening and budget require- 


ments. No matter whether you are only starting your “garden under glass” or your 


requirements call for a large conservatory you can have a perfect installation with 
EVERLITE’S wide selection of models and sizes. 


Advanced engineering and precision fabrication assure quick installation — you can do 
it yourself! Hundreds of installations throughout the United States and Canado are 


proof of wide customer satisfaction. 


Remember, you can enjoy an EVERLITE greenhouse now for only pennies o day with 


the convenient EVERLITE Budget Plan. 


Write for booklet FG-1255, “Your Garden Under Glass.” 


Auminum 


ee oes 5e5, Ine: : CLEVELAND 11, 


14615 LORAIN AVE. 
OHIO 
* Clearwater 1-2345 





DAZZLING. DwaRk 


FIBROUS 
ROOTED 


You'll get many a compliment on this eye popping beauty! 
A prolific bloomer, its innumerable ball shaped flowers of 
delicate pink, present an impressive array against bushy, 
red-bronze foliage. This exquisite semi-dwarf combines 
the most delicately formed flowers with sturdy stem and 
root growth flourishes indoors or outdoors 
constantly adorned with dazzling blooms the year 10 0 
Petebtieee plant, shipped in pot, regularly $1.0 
$1.25, Special thru this ad only 

PAUER’ S SPECIALS New variety, potted fibrous begonias 
SN ROP A mass of miniature — white 
pane clustered among red bronze leav 
GOLDILOCKS Large pyramid shaped y hy 
nearly one inch across are colored in apple 
blossom pink suffused — delicate yellows. 
RED CAMELLIA Develops 
crimson — n —- 
blooms. 


FIRE FLY rash of brilliant, double red 
blooms tinged with golden yellow. eecccccecs $1 25 


FIESTA Brilliant golden yellow, coxcomb c te 
"rich. red $1 .00 


contrast vividly against Gusteres 
petals. Satiny leaves tinged with red 
saving group offer (you save 
on all of the above plants plus 
$6.45 
packing and har 


SPECIAL money 
Semi-dwarf 
Joe additional for 


“yellows. $1. 50 
P=! $1.50 


en 
« ame “hia 


or a dollar) 


beautiful Joan Strong 


MAIL your order today! Add 35¢ 


ding. For FASTER DELIVERY add 
SPECIAL ae Bag * 


Illustrated Indoor -Outdoor > 
FREE! Cc Cat AL OG, i including " Mums snk 
bulbs, house plants, Calla Queen /y 
® Beg sonia | and many others! ree 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Pauer’s Greenhouses 


Dept. F-125, Route {, Box 184. WAUKESHA, WIS. 





Water Lilies 


FREE CATALOG 


Hardy and tropical Lifies listed. Complete in- 
structions for building, planting, and care of 
pool. 





VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Rt #1, Box 360 Upland, Calif. 
(Closed Sundays) 
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CHRISTMAS GREENS 


for gifts and decorations 


Selected greens, 


berries and cones from the New 
England hills. Sure to give an extra special 
Christmas spirit and enhance the holiday at- 
mosphere of any home. 
Mistletoe Included in Each Package 
Shipped Postpaid on Date 
Desired. 3 Size Cartons 
JUMBO $4.35 
A giant package, 1x1x2 feet, containing 12 Ibs. 
of material. 
LARGE $3.35 
A big carton of fresh, fragrant greens, berries 
and cones; 8 Ibs. 
MEDIUM $2.35 
A generous package, containing 5 Ibs. of unsur- 
passed materials. 
Gift Card included 
Circular illustrating 
of woodland beauty on request 


REYNOLDS’ FARMS 


R.F.D.-6, South Norwalk, Conn. 
HONORABLE TREATMENT GUARANTEED 


if desired 
ideal gifts 


varie ties for home and market, 
and how to grow them. Free copy. 
Write today. 
W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 West Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 
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pera 


FREE CATALOG 
Illustrated In Color 
Everything For The Lily Pool 


SLOCUM WATER Dept. F-12 


GARDENS 25° Front Street 


Binghamton, N.Y. 





African Violets 


For Your Christmas violet giving, see our full page 
ads on Violets, Episcia and Accessories in_ the 
Sept Issue, P. 5 and Oct. Issue, P. 12. See Nov 
Issue, P. Si for our new line of Violetree 
Stands, from table to_large size. Order promptly 
for Christmas. Free Catalog 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS, BETHAYRES, PA. 











U JSUAL SELECTION OF 


tuberoses 
lilies 


Anemones 
glads 
gonias 


cannas be- 


calladiums 
~ culus amaryllis _.. oriental 
a orchids. dahlias _ iris. Low 


prices. Guaranteed, quality 
, ) 


stock. Dozens of varieties in 
», Free Catalog 


our colorful, 52-page, !07th 
anniversary catalog. Write 
S 
SPRING HILL NURSERIES, 
Dept. C-18, Tipp City, Ohio 


ranun- 
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HOWDY, GARDENER, 


Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER 
from our mutual friend, 
your local magazine 
dealer? He'll be glad to 
help you become a regu- 
lar FLOWER GROWER 
subscriber. Just fill in the 
coupon, attach $3.50 and 
give it to your local 
dealer... 


Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent 
directly to my home each month. 


| am attaching $3.50 for a full 
12 month subscription. 


My name is 


Address 


Give this coupon to your local magazine dealer 
or mail to FLOWER GROWER, Albany |, N. Y. 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


Christmas cactus, 
still a top favorite 


by MOLLY ADAMS 


HO HAS SEEN a Christmas cactus 
tumbling over itself, the branch 


tips weighted down by delicate 


| red blooms, who hasn’t been filled with 


| many 


admiration? But how many people 
realize that it is one of the most satis- 
factory plants to grow in the home? 

Somehow, with the arrival of 
outside-the-home activities, 


So 


the 


| old-fashioned Christmas cactus has been 


} Mas cactus may 





forgotten, supplanted by short-lived 
plants that can be discarded when 
blooming is finished. But now, thanks 
to the increasing interest in home gar- 
dening and the use of plant materials in 
decorating home interiors, this orchid 
cactus from the Brazilian tropics is 
again coming into its own. The Christ- 
be purchased from one 


of the Western growers specializing in 


For additional plants take cuttings as 
shown above. Make a clean diagonal 
cut at joint 6 inches from the tip. 
Taking shorter cuttings is impractical for 
they grow only about 6 inches a year. 


P When cutting is potted up, insert to 
2 second joint. Cutting shown above 
“right has been lifted to show depth 
at which planted. Keep soil moist. Later 
move cutting to larger pot if necessary. 


Christmas cactus shown at right is 
now two years old. Though it looks 
like one bushy plant, actually it is 
made up of four rooted cuttings planted 
an inch apart at the center of the pot. 


orchid cactus or from some of the 
house-plant growers. The plants can be 
shipped at any time, but growers cannot 
guarantee safe arrival if shipment is 
made during freezing weather. 

The Christmas cactus (Zygocactus 
truncatus) is a permanent plant, one that 
can be kept for years with a minimum 
of care and a maximum of enjoyment. 
Its graceful, flat arching branches stretch 
forth in links, each one about 1 to 2 
inches long. Thus the branch grows 
rather like an inchworm—creeping up 
and up until the weight of the branch 
causes it to topple over in a graceful 
arch. From October to January beauti- 
ful delicate flowers, not unlike fuchias, 
form at the tips of the drooping 
branches. The flowers are crimson, but 
among the many hybrids that are avail- 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR 
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able are flower colors ranging from 
white through different shades of red to 
a vibrant cerise. The plant is decorative 
and attractive, even when not bloom- 
ing. Its cascading habit lends to display 
in hanging pots or baskets. 

When the weather warms up in the 
spring, set the potted plant out in the 
garden where it is lightly shaded. Water 
during long dry periods. In the fall, 
before there is risk of frost, bring in the 
Christmas cactus and place it in an east 
or west window. If a south window 
must be used, filter out some of the 
bright sunshine with a thin curtain. It 
is important that the soil in which the 
plant is growing drains well. A geod 
potting mixture consists of 2 parts loam, 
1 part sharp sand, | part leafmold, 2 
part dried cow manure; to a bushel of 
this mixture add one 5-inch potful of 
bonemeal. Keep on the slightly dry side 
until flower buds form. Then, while the 
plant is flowering, water moderately. 
When flowering is over, keep on the dry 
side until new shoots appear, then water 
moderately. Fertilize monthly during 
August, September, October and No- 
vember. 

After the plant is a good size, cuttings 
may be taken to provide additional 
plants (see illustrations on page 52). 
In doing this, many people are guilty of 
making a cutting that is too small. As a 
general rule, a cutting will grow only 
about 6 inches a year, so you will have 
to wait some time before the undersized 
cutting will develop into a sizable plant 
that really looks like something; for a 
long while the cutting would simply 


struggle, with perhaps a bloom or two. 
In order to be 
tings, the mother plant should be large 


enough to be able to spare two, three or | 


four 6-inch branches (and the more you 
take, the bushier the plant will be). 

With a sharp knife cut branches off 
diagonally at a joint. Insert cuttings as 
deep as the second joint in a 3-inch pot 
filled with a mixture consisting of 3 
parts garden loam, | part sand and 2 
part rotted cow manure. No fertilizer 
need be added. The cuttings should be 
spaced at least 1 to 2 inches apart. 
Keep the potting soil moist. After six 
months transplant the cuttings to a 5- 
inch pot and at the end of a year, to a 
6-inch pot. Allow the cuttings to de- 
velop to good size before applying fer- 
tilizer to encourage bloom. 

Just a word about problems that 
might occur with your Christmas cac- 
tus: buds dropping off may be caused by 
supplying too little or too much water 
or by cold drafts. A temperature be- 
tween 55° and 65° is desirable in fall. 
Since Christmas cactus is susceptible to 
scale, examine the branches (especially 
the undersides) regularly. If the plant 
should be infested, treat with a mild 
oil spray. 

It’s most likely that in growing a 
Christmas cactus you won’t have any of 
these problems, but if you should, they 
can be easily solved. 

Your enjoyment in growing a Christ- 
mas cactus will increase each year, for 
the plant will keep getting larger and 
each season will come forth with an 
ever-increasing cascade of blooms.® 


able to furnish cut- | 





Simulated Poinsettias 


* If you’ve never transformed mag- 
nolia branches into flowering “poin- 
settias,” you have a real Christmas 
decorating thrill ahead of you. 

Cut off terminal branches far 
enough back so that each one has 
a dozen or more glossy green leaves. 
Select branches which are as nearly 
perfectly formed as possible. Wash 
either by spraying or dunking them 
in a laundry tub; then hang them 
up to dry. 

When the leaves ure perfectly 
dry, paint the upper surfaces of five 
or six leaves at the tip of the branch 
with red enamel to make the poin- 
settia “flower.” The remaining dark 
green leaves form a perfect back- 
ground for the simulated blossom. 
Extra holiday glow can be added by 
a light sprinkling of either mica 
flakes or glitter, applied while the 
enamel is still wet. Set aside on 
several layers of newspaper while 
the enamel dries. 

A row of simulated poinsettias are 
effective as a mantel decoration and 
can be used alone or interspersed 





NELS OLIVER 


with tall red or green candles. Single 
flowers make an effective decoration 
for large gift packages. Use groups 
of two or three flowers for table-top 
arrangements. 

Make these simulated poinsettias 
as one of your last decoration proj- 
ects so the leaves will still be green 
and glossy on Christmas Day. If 
done too far in advance, they will 
become dry and somewhat curled. 

—FRANCES MUELLER ' 
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WINTER 
PROTECTION 


is IN AN 


E-zynectecd GREENHOUSE 


Let your plants thrive thru the winter. Grow out-of- 
season flowers. Lighten the dark wister days with 
an Ezyrected Greenhouse. Many exclusive features 
and automatic equipment. Write for free catalog. 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE Co. 


1508 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 





Optional Self Starter 
5-HP .. SAVE YOUR HEART! 


@ Blows snow where you want it — han- 
dies any snow, deep or light, wet or dry. 
@ Or use Snowplow attachment . 48” 
wide. Both powered by powerful 5- HP 
Gravely. Only 2 of 23 year = tools! 
. Easy Pay Plan —only 20% down! 


Write today for FREE 24. age 
**Power vs Drudgery’’ Booklet. 


Aertel TRACTORS. INC. 


BOX 1216 DUNBAR, W. VA. 





“eee ewe www eee eeeeeeeeeeeeee 


' FLOWER ARRANGERS: 
Now it’s easy to 


anchor ” “frogs” 


and to 
fix candles in can- 
delabra...to attach 
vases—or flowers, 
alone — on silver- 
ware,walls, mirrors 
..to fix ribbons,etc. 


"Posy et Na 


Synthetic Floral C lay 
Now a clay that really sticks! 
Sticks and stays stuck. Harmless 
to most delicate surfaces includ- 
ing silver. Removes cleanly. 
Waterproof. Stays pliable. 
FLORALIFE, Inc. 

paid delivery Mfrs. of Floraglow Leaf Gloss 
FREE FOLDER! 1433 S$. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5 


Get POSEY 
KLAY at your 
florist or garden 
center. Big roll, 
only 95c. If no 
dealer, remit $1 
direct for post- 
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Plant for Permanence 


Canada Hemlock 


by DONALD WYMAN 


having more uses on the home 

grounds than any other, I am cer- 
tain a hemlock would be nearly a 
unanimous choice. The hemlocks are 
evergreens with small, half-inch-long 
needles usually borne in flat sprays. 
Most are trees reaching a height of 100 
feet and, like most cone-bearing trees, 
are definitely pyramidal in form. Un- 
like most cone-bearing trees, however, 
hemlocks are extremely graceful, with 
almost pendulous branches that sway 
in the slightest breeze. 

Hemlocks, valued for their winter 
color and their textural contrast in 
summer, make fine specimen trees, and 
their ability to withstand pruning adapts 
them perfectly for a clipped hedge. 
Hedges over fifty years old that have 
been constantly pruned to a height of 
4 feet are frequently seen in good con- 
dition. They do not have to be sheared 
to a formal line each year. 

Allow graceful shoots to develop for 
a year or two in an informal manner. 
Then shear them off to the height at 


[ ONE TREE were to be selected as 


which you wish to maintain the hedge, 
and allow graceful long shoots to de- 
velop again. 

Because hemlocks are so dense they 
are excellent for screening purposes, 
but sometimes when they grow in very 
good soil, the branches elongate very 
rapidly and must be headed back to 


force dense growth close to the trunk. 

Since hemlocks prefer an acid soil 
and require plenty of moisture, they do 
not grow in the drought areas of the 
country. There are several native 
species, but both the Carolina hemlock 
and the Canada hemlock do well in the 
East and on the Pacific Coast where 
there is enough moisture. The Canada 
hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) is the most 
frequently found species in cultivation. 
It will grow in sun or filtered shade and 
is hardy into southern Canada. 

Many varieties of Canada hemlock 
have been found and named—mostly 
dwarf types that make excellent speci- 
mens in the rock garden. These must 
be propagated asexually, but the species 
itself is easiest propagated by seeds 
that are borne in profuse small cones 
in late fall.© 


ARNOLD ARBORETUNM 


Hollies to try in cold climates 


AST WINTER, for the first time in 
six years, the Eastern Seaboard 


experienced some old-fashioned 
weather. The thermometer outside the 
kitchen window of our southern Con- 
necticut home ranged well below zero 
on several occasions during January 
and February, and the ground froze 
solid in mid-December and stayed that 
way until March. We chose last winter 
to test the hardiness of a number of 
species of the holly family! 

Evergreen hollies are an unappreci- 
ated plant group. They are not widely 
grown in Northern gardens even though 
they have qualities that are unmatched 
by other broad-leaved evergreens. No 
holly has conspicuous flowers, but the 
prominent red berries of the American, 
English and Chinese varieties partially 
make up for this. On cold winter days, 
when rhododendron leaves are tightly 
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curled and drooping, these hollies look 
fresh and crisp. 

American holly (see “Trees of 
Home,” page 35) is native from about 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, south 
along the whole Atlantic Seaboard and 
west into Texas, yet it is rarely seen in 
gardens north of New Jersey and west 
of Pennsylvania. English holly is more 
restricted in its use, but because of its 
many attractive forms deserves much 
wider trial. 

American and English holly may 
reach considerable height and are best 
used as specimens or large accents in 
shrub borders. For foundation plant- 
ings and as small accents in the garden, 
the Chinese and Japanese hollies offer 
excellent qualities. In fact, /lex cornuta 
(Chinese holly) is one of the few 
broad-leaved evergreens that will stand 
full sun during both summer and winter, 


and //lex crenata (Japanese holly) makes 
an excellent substitute for boxwood in 
the colder areas. 

We have had all of these hollies ex- 
cept /lex aquifolium (English holly) 
growing in our garden for three or more 
years. The largest of our American 
hollies grew as much as 4 feet in as 
many years. The others have grown 
more slowly but are also healthy. 

The only cold damage any of them 
has suffered was a year ago last fall. 
Hollies normally have two periods of 
growth—one in spring and another in 
late summer. The year before last we 
had an extremely dry summer which 
delayed the second grewth period by 
several weeks. A sudden early frost 
caught and killed much of the new 
growth before it had hardened, but all 
of the plants recovered during the fol- 
lowing year. 
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and on the West Coast . 


burford’s Holly 


by LESTER 


URFORD’S HOLLY (Jlex cornuta 
B Burfordi) is one of the few hollies 
to give satisfactory performance 
the whole length of the West Coast. It 
and the other hollies do superbly in the 
Northwest and fairly well in California’s 
fog zone, but for Southern California 
and the central valleys, Burford’s holly 
and its type, J. cornuta, are the best 
choice. If possible, find a fruiting plant, 
for although almost all produce large 
red berries, occasionally a sterile plant 
is found. You can buy them in gallon 
or 5-gallon cans. 

This variety is not a fast grower, 
but in the best of holly climates, reaches 
20 feet. It is valued for its large glossy 
leaves which are oblong and_ broad, 
slightly twisted and smooth-edged, with 
a spine at each corner of the wide blunt 
tip. It makes a good hedge, can be 
trimmed into a pillar, cone, mound or 
ball, be used as a tub plant on a patio or 
be allowed to grow informally. The 
plant in the photograph is over twenty 
years old and is about 5 feet tall and 10 
feet wide. Its branches have been 


This past winter we tried out seven 
varieties of English holly. They were all 
first-year rooted cuttings that had been 
started the preceding winter in our 
heated frames. Most of them were set 
out in an area partially surrounded by 
evergreens which gave shelter from win- 
ter winds but not complete protection 
from the sun. The others were scattered 
around the yard, in both full sun and 
full shade. 

The list which follows shows how the 
English hollies and a number of others 
took the winter. Nearly all of them 
came through exceptionally well, but a 
few deserve special mention. The new 
growth on several of the plants became 
quite discolored, but /lex platyphylla, 
which is supposedly quite tender, kept 
its fresh deep green appearance all win- 
ter. Both of the variegated varieties 
held their color well, and only the Eng- 
lish variety camelliaefolia found the go- 
ing really tough. Its leaves reddened 
and nearly all of them dropped before 
spring. 


DECEMBER 1955 


ROWNTREE 


thinned, rather than sheared into a 
dense form, and the thinnings used for 
Christmas decorations. 

The best time to plant hoilies is in 
early fall just before rains begin. Plant 
them in a sunny or partially shaded 
location in well-drained light soil to 
which leafmold and a little bonemeal 


One season may be insufficient to 
prove conclusively the adaptability of 
a plant for a particular locality. But, 
since one-year cuttings are usually more 
delicate than full-grown plants, we are 
satisfied that many of the so-called 
“tender” hollies will thrive in Connecti- 
cut and in other areas having similar 
climates. 

Gardeners who have need of broad- 
leaved evergreen trees and shrubs would 
do well to consider the holly family and 
will find the hollies easier to grow than 
azaleas and rhododendrons. Most of 
the hollies, we feel, can take the cold 
weather. 


Evergreen Hollies 
Tested for Hardiness 
in Connecticut 
Plants one to five years old: 
Ilex opaca (American Holly)—no 
winter injury, except some leaf 
browning on small plants. 


have been added. Hollies are risky sub- 
jects to transplant, but if you remove 
container-grown plants carefully when 
you cut the can, you will hardly disturb 
the roots, and growth should continue 
unchecked. If the plant you purchase is 
rootbound, some root pruning may be 
required, but do it cautiously so as not 
to break the root ball. 

To maintain healthy plants, water fre- 
quently during the summer and work a 
light application of bonemeal into the 
soil surface around the plants in Febru- 
ary and again in July. Burford’s holly 
may be propagated by using a sharp 
knife to take tip cuttings of hardened 
new growth. The cuttings are then in- 
serted upright in a moist mixture of 
sand and peat which is firmed around 
them. Propagation may also be by 
grafts taken in March.® 
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I. cornuta Burfordi (Burford’s Holly), 
member of the Chinese group—no 
winter injury. 


1. Pernyi (Perny Holly), often called 
little-leaved Chinese holly—no win- 
ter injury except some yellowing of 
leaves on small plants. 


Plants one-year rooted cuttings: 

I. aquifolium (English Holly) of the 
following varieties: argenteo-mar- 
ginata—late October growth nipped 
by frost; camelliaefolia—leaves red- 
dened and many dropped during 
the winter; fructu-luteo—no win- 
ter injury; laurifolia—leaves dark- 
ened, a few died from winter 
injury; heterophylla—outer leaves 
darkened; argenteo medeopicta— 
no winter injury; altaclarensis— 
new growth yellowed. 


platyphylla—no winter injury. 


pedunculosa—no winter injury. 
—Paut A. WILKS, JR. 





Youll see these ideas 


at Wilhamsburg in March 


HE TENTH ANNUAL Williamsburg 
Garden Symposium will be held 
in two sessions, March 7-9 and 

March 12-14, 1956, at Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia, and as in the past 
will be sponsored by FLOWER GROWER 
in cooperation with Colonial Williams- 
burg, Inc. 

The theme of the first session, which 
will be presided over by Helen Hull, 
past president of the National Council 
of Garden Clubs and past president of 
the American Horticultural Council, 
will be “Bringing Your Garden Up to 
Date”. The second session, which will 
be headed by T. H. Everett, horticultur- 
ist of the New York Botanical Garden, 
will have as its theme, “Your Changing 
Garden”. A complete schedule for each 
of the three-day sessions will be pub- 
lished in next month’s issue of FLOWER 
GROWER. 

Symposium week is one of the gayest 
weeks that the restored colonial city 
experiences each year. Last year a 
record gathering of garden lovers from 
all parts of the country attended the 
sessions, toured spring-bursting gardens, 
ate in exciting colonial restaurants and 
were entertained in the Governor’s 
Palace at a candlelight concert. Many 
of them planned to return again for the 
1956 symposium so it is anticipated 
that along with “first-timers” the 1956 
edition of the symposium will be the 
largest ever. 

By popular demand, daily activities 
for early risers will begin with bird 
walks at 6:30 A.M. Following break- 
fast, authorities will discuss plant ma- 
terials and garden designing. Afternoons 
will be highlighted by round-table dis- 
cussions led by experts and tours of 
gardens in and around Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg. Flower arranging and pho- 
tography are. topics for evening talks, 
and banquets and concerts are 
planned. 

While the schedule will be full, there 
will be time for leisurely strolls along 
Duke of Gloucester Street, time to visit 
little gardens not included on official 
tours, time to watch the wigmaker at 
work or purchase an antique, and time, 
too, to make notes and draw quick 
sketches of garden ideas you will see 
and want to adapt for your own garden. 

Redbud and shadblow, apples and 
pears will probably be in bloom, and 
everywhere there will be signs of spring. 


also 
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Crocus and /ris reticulata, not to men- 
tion narcissus and periwinkle, will be 
etched against fresh-green boxwood and 
holly. 

The garden symposium is definitely a 
preview of spring for all Northern gar- 
deners, and Southern visitors who fol- 
low forsythia and spring north to 
Williamsburg will be amazed to find 
that no forsythia is in bloom in the 
restoration area. It was not known to 
the colonists and is therefore not per- 
mitted in restoration gardens because 
it is not “authentic.” 


Weathered wood trellis at Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg is charming in its simplicity and 
does not steal attention from fruit tree 
trained to it. Note that bottom of trellis 
is built to conform to slope of ground. 


A living guard rail was a nice way the 
colonists had of keeping people on a gar- 
den path. Here a pear is trained over a 
rail supported by stakes. It is a conversa- 
tion piece for any garden and easy to do. 


“Authentic,” a word you hear fre- 
quently at the symposium, is applied to 
houses and furniture as well as gardens. 
The restoration has kept faith with the 
past and except for a few essential con- 
veniences of today, when you go to 
Williamsburg you are taken back into 
the eighteenth century and leave the 
cares of the twentieth behind. 

The historic atmosphere, the beauty 
of spring gardens, the friendliness of 
the people and a well-planned program 
all go into making the garden sym- 
posium a rewarding experience.® 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY JAMES N. KEEN 


Picket tops are decoratively cut and about 
forty different types of pickets are seen. 
If you have a garden to enclose, why not 
choose a fence design when you visit the 
colonial city at the 1956 symposium? 
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Basket weave brick pattern was a popular 
design for colonial paths. In excavating, 
many other patterns were discovered, too, 
and duplicated in the restoration. Adapt 
any of them to your own terrace or path. 


' 
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THE HOME GREENHOUSE 


When you buy a greenhouse 


by W. G. HADDRELL 


ODAY MORE AND MORE PEOPLE are 
T contemplating owning a home 

greenhouse. Greenhouse garden- 
ing as a year-round, all-weather ac- 
tivity appeals to men and women of 
all ages. Some want it strictly for re- 
laxation; some are looking toward re- 
tirement years; some want a profitable 
hobby; and some wish to start a full- 
time business. 

Here are answers to a few of the 
questions that come to mind when pur- 
chase of a greenhouse is contemplated. 
Q.—What size greenhouse should I 
build? 

A.—Size of the greenhouse will depend 
upon the space and funds available, the 
time and effort to be devoted to the 
activity, and the plants to be grown. 
Some home greenhouses are readily e 
tendable, so a small house can be en- 
larged later as required. 

Q.—How wide should walk-ways be? 
A.—Two-foot aisles are usually ade- 
quate. However, where space is more 
valuable than comfort, 18 inches is a 
common width. 

Q.—What size bench is practical? 
A.—A 3-foot reach is comfortable for 
most people. A center bench which can 
be reached from two aisles can be 6- 
feet wide, while benches along the side 
wall of the house are 3 feet or less. 
Q.—What type of greenhouse should I 
select? 

A.—The type of greenhouse—gable 
style (either free-standing or attached 
to the residence or other building) or 
lean-to (shed style) may depend upon 
architectural dictates. From a_horti- 
cultural viewpoint, free-standing houses 
are better because of more uniform dis- 
tribution of light. However, more than 
half of the home greenhouses sold are 
for attaching to the residence or other 
building. If the greenhouse is to be 
for pleasure plan it accordingly. 
Q.—Is location of the greenhouse im- 
portant? 

A.—If there’s a choice of location, well 
and good. A southern exposure is com- 
monly considered the best for light as 
well as for winter heat from the sun, 
but some plants such as African-violets, 
gloxinias and orchids often do better 
with a northern light. A southeastern 
exposure is preferred by many for the 
morning sun and the absence of the hot 
afternoon sun in the summer. However, 
adequate shading will make a south- 
western exposure completely satisfac- 
tory for most crops. Actually, excellent 
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results can be had from greenhouses of 
various styles and with all kinds of ex- 
posures. So by all means plan the 
greenhouse in the arrangement that is 
most convenient and is most harmoni- 
ous with the residence and grounds. 
Q.—Should building near trees be 
avoided? 

A.—As for trees and consequent shade, 
in many cases this may be beneficial, 
depending upon the plants to be grown. 
Winter shade is generally undesirable, 
so it’s well to avoid evergreen trees. In 
any event, always consider the possi- 
bility of falling branches damaging the 
greenhouse. Also falling leaves blowing 
in the ventilators can be a nuisance. 
Q.—What points should be considered 
in selecting a foundation? 
A.—-Foundation requirements depend 
upon the size and style of the green- 
house, upon drainage in the subsoil and 
the amount of frost likely. Generally 
any masonry foundation will be satis- 
factory and permanent. Complete plans 
should be obtained from the greenhouse 
manufacturer before work is begun. A 
competent local builder or contractor 
can give good advice. Usually the foun- 
dation is best handled by a skilled arti- 
san rather than an amateur, although 
prefabricated home greenhouse frame- 
works can be assembled on the founda- 
tions by a capable handy man. 
Q.—What type of flooring is best? 
A.—A_ greenhouse floor should be 
strictly utilitarian. That means neat 
walkways of concrete, flagstone, wooden 
planks, crushed stone or gravel. Wood 
usually doesn’t last long. Concrete re- 
quires the least maintenance. Under 
the benches crushed stone is best be- 
cause it provides a greater surface area 
for the evaporation of moisture and 
humidity control. 

Q.—At what temperature are most 
greenhouses run? 

A.—So-called “cool houses” are run at 
50° at night and 60°-65° during the day. 
Warm houses are 60° at night and 
65°-70° during the day. 

Q.—Some people feel that a greenhouse 
gets unbearably hot in the summer. Is 
this true? 

A.—Where crops are grown that do not 
require shade on the roof the house can 
be hot during the middle of the day in 
summer. However, by doing work early 
or in the evening the uncomfortable 
hours are easily avoided.® 

Note: Heating the greenhouse will be 
covered in another issue. 





Sturdi-Built Greenhouses 
WORLD’S FINEST LOWEST-PRICED 
Lifetime REDWOOD 9 x 12°9” complete 


above foundation including glass—only $225.00 
Delivered! 


Beautiful Christmas Gift Certificate Air-Mailed! 
Send Check or M.O. Today 


STURDI-BUILT MFG. CO. 


11304 S.W. Boones Ferry Road 
Oswego, Oregon 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
RED 

VASE 

PLANT 


Aechmea Foster’s Favorite. Beautiful mahogany 
red foliage in a vase-like shape. Perfect house- 
plant. Anybody can grow it successfully. You liked 
our Painted Fingernail Plant. Now try its relative, 
the Red Vase Plant. Free instructions. In 4” pots 


postpaid USA $2.98 


3 plants mailed to one address $7.50 postpaid. 





Color catalog orchids and houseplants 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 
me. 6 Box 77-F Jochssnvilte 7, Fla. 


USE AGRINITE. 


THE NATURAL 100% ORGANIC 
dry, 





Clean, 
handle 
Contains over 8% ni- 
trogen 

Use anytime on lawn, 
garden . . . feeds 
steadily, longer . ° 
won't burn. 

Made and guaranteed 
by the makers of 
AGRICO 


80, 50, and 25-lb. bags 
at your Garden Supply 
Shop. 


easy-to 














FANCY 


ur CALADIUMS 


For indoor growing, Large Colorful Leaves 
Jumbo Bulbs. CANDIDUM Frosty-white, ACE 
OF HEARTS Rose-red, MARY QUEEN OF 
SCOTS Green, pink ribs, JOHN PEED 

Red Green edged, RED FLARE Dark 

red edged yellow. 

Any — L. & ach $1.00 

free booklet 
“Other B Selbs <4 Indoor Growing” 


lowerfield 


Dept. FB, Box 90 Oyster Ba N. ¥.* 
Sales Office: 169 South doest 
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Williamsburg 

Vireima 
For the outstanding 
event of the Spring 


THE TENTH 
GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 


Now a tradition among garden 
lovers everywhere. This year’s 
three-day sessions of events and 
activities will be held MARCH 
7-9 and MARCH 12-14. Featured 
on the program will! be outstand- 
ing garden authorities including 
Sam Caldwell, Louis Bromfield, 
Cynthia Westcott, and many 
others. These garden specialists 
and the many exciting activities 
planned will all conspire to make 
your Williamsburg visit a me- 
morable occasion. 


eee aiaiitiil ines thinciliicean 
for 

INVITATION and 
OFFICIAL 
Reservation Form 


See Page 59 
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Red accents for the holidays 


by MARTHA PRATT HAISLIP 


DAY what is 
house 


WINTER 
than a 


laden with bright red fruit—so gay and 
colorful that even a single specimen 
will add a glow of cheerfulness to the 
room. 


One of the gayest and easiest to grow 
of the red-fruited house plants is Jeru- 
salem-cherry (Solanum _ pseudo-capsi- 
cum), a radiant relative of the humble 
potato, eggplant and tomato. No Christ- 
mas decor is complete without at least 
one of these formal bushy plants. 
Usually Jerusalem-cherries already 
decked with globular red berries can 
be bought from a florist at Christmas 
time. One caution though: do not at- 
tempt to grow this plant where the air 
is hot and dry or there is even a trace of 
illuminating gas. If grown in this en- 
vironment, the Jerusalem-cherry will 
soon drop its leaves and its berries. 


Another species of solanum, S. cap- 
sicastrum or false Jerusalem-cherry, is 
denser and more dwarfed than the 
species I have described above, attaining 
a height of only 2 feet. Another differ- 
ence is its scarlet or red-orange berries 
which are oval instead of globular. Both 
species of solanum are “Christmasy” 
and very popular for their lustrous green 
and red. 


Another outstanding house plant for 
Christmas decoration is coral berry 
(Ardisia crispa or A. crenulata). Many 
florist shops carry it during the holiday 
season. The coral berry is always at- 
tractive, for it has coral-red berries that 
are very persistent (often lasting for two 
years) and handsome, glossy leaves. 

The firecracker plant or cigar flower 
(Cuphea platycentra or C. ignea) origi- 
nating in Mexico produces dazzling 
scarlet blooms through most of the 
winter. They are usually interesting 


| because they have no petals but, in- 


stead, a bright red calyx with a white 
mouth and dark ring at the end. 

One of the few red-flowering tropi- 
cal orchids, the hybrid Epidendrum 
O’Brienianum, is claimed by one nursery- 
man to be “as easily grown as any 
geranium.” This hybrid is often grown 
outdoors in California. The rather small 
blossoms borne in graceful sprays are 
brilliant scarlet. This true orchid will 


| make an arresting spot of color in any 


room, and a conversation piece of great 
interest. 
Fuchsias are too well known to need 
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more than brief mention. However, it 
should be said that they have not only 
the most exquisitely formed flowers but 
are also extremely decorative at Christ- 
mas time if you can get them; normally, 
however, they are late spring and sum- 
mer bloomers. Red flowering varieties 
include CATALINA, very striking with 
snow-white corolla and crimson sepals; 
MoTH BLUE with distinctive deep red 
sepals and blue corolla; and PURPLE 
HEART with purple double corolla and 
reflexed bright red sepals. 

Recently kalanchoe has come into 
deserved popularity because of its orna- 
mental foliage and scarlet flowers and 
its lack of cultural demands. Whorls of 
leaves at the plant’s base make a pleas- 
ing frill for the wide, flat sprays of 
scarlet bloom. The most commonly 
grown and easily obtainable at the 
Christmas season is the brilliant scarlet- 
flowering Kalanchoe Blossfeldiana. The 
variety BRILLIANT STAR is especially © 
colorful, having vivid red flowers on 
long stems suitable for cutting. The 
chief cultural requirements are plenty 
of water and abundant sunshine, but 
protection from bright sun during the 
summer months and from drafts. 

Kafir-lily or crimson flag (schizo- 
stylis, a member of the iris family) is a 
South African herb that can be easily 
grown indoors for winter bloom. 
S. coccinea has glowing deep crimson 
tubular flowers, often more than 2 
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CORAL BERRY, outstanding for holi- 


day decoration, has persistent  coral- 
red berries and handsome glossy leaves. 
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inches across. They are long stemmed 
and therefore excellent for cutting. This 
plant needs lots of water during the 
flowering season. 

Two fruited house plants of more 
than usual appeal are the bushy mini- 
ature pepper and Craig’s ornamental 
pepper. These plants are annuals and 
can be raised easily from seed sown in 
spring. In the fall lift the plants from 
the garden and put them in pots. Make 
a note on your garden calendar to sow 
seeds of these house plants next spring. 
Florists often sell these gayly fruited 
little bushes for Christmas and winter 
decoration. 

The peppers bear countless little 
pointed crimson peppers; Craig’s orna- 
mental pepper has many small top- 
shaped fruits which, when ripening, 
are first white, then yellow and finally 
a glowing red.® 





Christmas in Cuba 

* When American gardeners spend 
Christmas out of the country, as did 
Betty Blossom and her husband, 
J. W. Johnston, when they visited 
their son in Cuba, they decorate for 
the holidays with just as much en- 
thusiasm as do the stateside garden 
club friends of Mrs. Helen S. Hull 
(see “My Friends Decorate for the 
Holidays,” page 36). 


J. W. JOHNSTON, SR. 


There is an international flavor to 
the holiday decor shown in the pho- 
tograph above. The brilliant red 
poinsettias in the hearth were cut 
from the garden and the green horse- 
tail-like branches of casuarina, which 
were placed in water in native 
earthen jugs and set in metal stands, 
were obtained fearby. 

The creche depicting the Nativity 
includes some figurines from Guate- 
mala. The red and white gladiolus 
were obtained from the local florist 
and the shiny green English holly 
was imported via Florists’ Telegraph 
Delivery Association. The boys’ 
stockings, filled with fruits, nuts and 
candy, are stuffed at the top with 
locally-grown NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MIDGET watermelons. 














AN INVITATION 


to 
THE OUTSTANDING 
GARDEN EVENT 
OF THE SPRING 


The TENTH 
WILLIAMSBURG GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 


Sponsored by Colonial Williamsburg 


and Flower Grower Magazine 


at 


WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 


March 7-9 Bringing Your Garden Up To Date 


March 12-14 Your Changing Garden 


These enjoyable three-day sessions will feature lectures 
and discussion panels with outstanding garden authori- 
ties, visits to the Williamsburg gardens, Plantation tours, 
exhibits, social activities, an eighteenth-century candle- 
light concert in the beautiful Governor’s Palace, and 
many other interesting events. 


OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM 


444% FREER 


Please Register Me For The Session Checked Below: 
C1) FIRST SESSION— 
Wednesday, March 7, through Friday, March 9 
0) SECOND SESSION— 
Monday, March 12, through Wednesday, March 14 
My check, payable to Colonial Williamsburg, covering the 
$15.00 registration fee for each person registered is enclosed. 
Please also reserve for three days the following accommodations: 


WILLIAMSBURG INN & WILLIAMSBURG LODGE & 
GUEST HOUSES TAVERNS 


() Double Occupancy, each $21.00 [) Double Occupancy, each $13.50 
0D Single Occupancy a [) Single Occupancy 


These rates are based on the European Plan, 


T expect to arrive at ccc . o'clock on 





I expect to share a room with 
NAME 
ADDRESS 











Reply to Mrs. Cec. W. CunnincHuamM, Registrar, Garden 
Symposium, Goodwin Building, Williamsburg, Virginia 








4 
NY), 
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DON’T WAIT 
‘til disaster 
STRIKES 


install a STANDARD 
TEMPERATURE 
ALARM and be SURE! 


You can do it yourself — new maximum-minimum 
type, with lock feature. For greenhouse or bog. 
Wired in parallel and attached to one common 
bell. Guaranteed. See your dealer or write direct 
Only $19.95 


STANDAR 


THERMOMETER INC. dept G-2 
952 Dorchester Ave. Boston, Mass. 





sg WATER LILIES 


ped, Aquatic Plants on Long Island! 








BACTI-VATED” srano 


MICHIGAN PEAT 
POTTING SOIL 


More beautiful blooms, health- 
ier plants, brilliant foliage 
with ‘‘Bacti-vated Brand’ Pot- 
ting Soil. 25¢ and 59c bags at 
Chain, Hardware, Seed stores 
Produced by MICHIGAN PEAT, INC. 
267 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 16 wy 
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> = STRAWBERRIES 


Plant Superfection for berries 

this year. Allen’s 1956 Berry 

Book describes best varieties — 

best methods. Free copy. Write 

today. W F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 West Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 








America’s Finest 


African Violets 


Write today for free descriptive catalogue 


cher greenhouses 
. LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
orieciieniaieteeneees 


EPIPHYLLUM 
HYBRIDS 


3 assorted cuttings $1.00 
Free catalog #12 
BEAHM GARDENS 


2686 Paloma St. Dept. FG56 
Pasadena 8, Calif. 

















Adventures in 
gardening... . 


lie before you in reading 
and ordering from the many in- 
teresting advertisements which 
appear in the classified section of 
Flower Grower. Every month, go 
browsing for new and interesting 
plants in the classified columns of 
Flower Grower! 
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LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


/raveler-gardeners tell Flower Grower readers of 


Gardens in Europe they 


would most like to visit again 


(Continued from the November issue) 


Donald P. Watson of Michigan State 
University: The wealth of wildflowers, 
the fragrance of the hedgerow—the nat- 
ural beauty of the meadows of the old 
world—are perhaps some of the most 
outstanding memories of each.American 
who has been fortunate enough to have 
been on a garden tour in Europe. 

How well I remember going ashore in 
Normandy in April after five days at sea. 
It was hard to keep from spending hours 
rambling over the countryside in spite of 
fervent anticipation of so many more 
“things” to see. I remember especially 
the size and brilliance of the primroses. 
I remember the violets in the tall green 
grass on the roadside, the stone fences 
with the gorse bursting through every- 
where, the soft colors of the wild apple 
blossoms, the small parcels of pasture 
land with the peaceful animals on a 
verdure which in the past must have seen 
some terrible sights. I wondered why 
some garden club in North An.erica had 
not reproduced just a section of this 
beauty for a flower show. 

Howard Bodger, seedsman: It is true, 
you see plenty of flowers in Holland and 
a much greater variety than in France 
where the geranium is handy and easy 
to grow. Nevertheless the extent of the 
gardening on the part of the average in- 
dividual is a plot approximately 10 feet 
by 12 feet between the house and the 
road, and the inevitable pot plants in the 
window, even in summertime. Traveling 
by train in Holland, one of the things 
that strikes the visitor most is that even 
the land by the railroad tracks is care- 
fully cultivated inch by inch and every- 
where something is growing—generally 
vegetables and flowers. 

The most wonderful of all the sights 
in Holland is the Keukenhof. This 
covers 75 acres of park land and ponds 
now operated as a show garden by the 
bulb growers of Holland. It is only open 
for six weeks during the first of the year, 
starting the first of April and closing 
the middle of May. During that time it 
is a fantastic example of what one can do 
with bulbs for landscaping. Over ten 
million bulbs are planted each year and 
it’s a five-mile walk to go around all 
the paths to see everything. Within the 
grounds are numerous pavilions where 
girls show the visitors how to make 
flower arrangements with bulb flowers. 

P. J. McKenna: English philosophy 
differs from ours in that it is more 


healthy and down to earth in a real sense. 
There a garden is necessary to living. 
Their philosophy is expressed in their 
ability to grow plants well. 

On my recent trip to England, I was 
amazed to find an American influence 
on the suburban landscape. Contrary to 
English custom, walls and hedges that 
enclose front yards are disappearing, and 
the open lawn, familiar in suburbs here, 
is on the increase. You can still find 
famous gardens to visit on the endowed 
estates, but generally new gardens are 
smaller than those of the past—the in- 
evitable result of our changing times. 

John R. Whiting, Editor of FLOWER 
GRowER: Every time I think of Princes 
Street in Edinburgh a happy picture 
comes to my mind. A shopping street, 
with fine stores on one side—and a fine 
garden on the other. The famous Princes 
Street Gardens are more than a park, 
even though you see such old-fashioned 
touches as a band concert. 

The gardens are more than a good 
example of civic planning, more than 
a setting for the gigantic crag that 
rises on the far side. They are one of 
those places you can walk through 
pleasantly—sit down in—take pictures 
of—and remember pleasantly for the 
rest of your life.® 





Celosia Harvest 


* WHEN YOU BUY CELOSIA seeds or 
the colorful dried flowers for winter 
arrangements, do you ever wonder 
where they come from? 

In the picture above you can see 
celosia flowers (also known as cocks- 
comb) hung upside down to dry and 
the seeds being cured at Celosia 
Gardens, Galesburg, Illinois. Last 
year they harvested 500,000 flowers. 
They ship the dried flowers to every 
state and the seed around the world. 
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time in the pages of a book are the full-color Furber 
flower prints from Colonial Williamsburg and portfolio of 
America’s most popular trees in brilliant color. 

Probably nowhere else will you find the complete story of 
GARDEN CLUBS in the U.S.A.—a picture story by Helen 
S. Hull (former President of National Council of State 
Garden Clubs) of the tremendous contributions garden clubs 
have made in local and national projects, memorial gardens, 
flower shows, etc. 
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10 subscriptions to FLOWER 
GROWER at the special garden 
club rate of $25.00. 
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Pointers Around 
the Compass 


NORTH 


NDER A HEAVY LOAD OF SNOW con- 
| | ifers, such as arborvitae, many 

of the junipers, white cedar 
(retinospora) and certain choice plants 
having more than one main stem or 
trunk, are in danger of splitting. Tie 
the stems together in the interior of 
the plant rather- than wrapping on the 
outside with rope (this latter practice 
leaves a mark on the foliage which will 
last well into the following summer). 
Also, a heavy stake may be driven into 
the ground near the center of the plant. 
Then tie the individual stems to this 
support. 

But even with protection it is wise 
to shake heavy, sticky snow off the 
shrubs before there’s a chance of injury. 
Bushy evergreens, such as yew, box- 
wood and rhododendron, that are set 
near the house and in danger of a snow 
slide from the roof should be protected 
with a lath frame covered with burlap. 
If the lath frame fits the shrub closely, 
it isn’t necessary to cover it with burlap. 

Providing winter protection for trees 
should also include tightening up guy 
wires that support newly set trees or 
those that have been recently righted 
after being blown down by hurricane 
winds. It is important that the trees be 
kept rigid so that the roots won’t be torn 
loose from the soil. 

Perennials and rock garden plants are 
often not given any winter protection 
until late December and sometimes even 
January in the Northeast. The plants 
will often rot if they are covered too 
early, before they are fully dormant and 
the soil is frozen. Since most winter in- 
jury occurs in late winter or very early 
spring, it is safe to cover plants in De- 
cember or even January. 

The best covering material to use is 
salt or marsh hay. Since it dries rapidly 
and does not rot readily, it can be re- 
used. 

Put down a light layer—just enough 
to shade the ground to.keep it frozen. 
Some plants, such as foxgloves, holly- 
hocks, anchusa, Canterbury bells and 
garden pinks, which keep their lush 
foliage throughout the winter, should 
be covered with care. Work the salt 
hay in and around the roots, leaving 
only a few wisps of the material to 
cover the foliage. The crown of the 


plant should not be covered with it. 
Lilies and delphinium are often in- 
jured during the winter by too much 
moisture in the soil. It is a good prac- 
tice to cover the plants with a small 
mound of sand or coal ashes. Then 
the surface water will drain away from 

the area of the plant’s crown. 
—P. J. MCKENNA 


SOUTH 


ECEMBER IS NOT THE BEST TIME 
D to plant permanent lawns by 
sprigs or cuttings, but if you are 
sodding solid, you can go right ahead as 
soon as ready. If your soil is poor, be 
sure to spade or plow it up and add 
several inches of good topsoil. After the 
sod is placed, sow a light planting of 
rye-grass to quickly furnish a green 
cover that will prevent the newly planted 
sod from washing away. If you fertilize 
the lawn when sowing the rye-grass, the 
winter rains will carry the plant food 
down to the roots of the sod and en- 
courage vigorous growth in early spring. 
After testing lawn grasses for some 
fifteen years, I have reached some defi- 
nite conclusions about our three leading 
grasses, centipede, St. Augustine and 
zoysia. I have had splendid success in 
establishing both centipede and St. 
Augustine in old lawns by merely plant- 
ing clumps of the sod at 10- to 15-foot 
intervals. Both grasses took over com- 
pletely, even crowding out the pestifer- 
ous dallis in three to four years. 

When handled in the same manner as 
the other two, zoysia, perhaps the love- 
liest of all lawn grasses, was choked out 
and completely disappeared in a few 
years. If you plan to replace a presently 
worn-out sod with zoysia, the best bet 
is to remove the old grass entirely, cul- 
tivate and fertilize the soil and then 
plant small cubes of zoysia. If handled 
this way and kept properly watered dur- 
ing the dry season, there will be good 
coverage in two growing seasons. 

Your questions answered: 

Q. When is the best time to prune 
my rose bushes? 

A. Along the Gulf Coast early Feb- 
ruary would be a good time; in the Mid- 
South, about the middle of February; 
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and farther north, around the first of 
March. 

Q. Should I prune my wisteria in late 
winter when I do my other ornamentals? 

A. Pruning: in winter will remove 
much of the wood that furnishes the 
flowers for next spring. Midsummer 
pruning will result in stockier growth 
and more flowers for the following 
season. —BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


MIDWEST 


daffodils at a bargain price because 

they are left over from the fall 
planting season, buy them, for you can 
still plant them if the soil hasn’t frozen 
hard. I have planted tulips and narcissi 
as late as the week after New Year’s 
Day and had excellent, though late, 
bloom. First, however, cut through one 
or two bulbs. Examine the bulb and if 
the flower has begun to develop, be sure 
the anthers are still clear yellow. If 
they have turned brown, the bulbs will 
not bloom—and they may rot. 

Rake up dried apples and plums that 
are lying about on the ground under 
the trees. Burn or bury them, for they 
harbor diseases and insects that will 
infest next year’s crop. 

Clean and paint garden tools now 
during the winter months. If you post- 
pone doing the job for much longer, 
you'll risk the condition of the tools. 
Remember that soil clinging to the tools 
invites rust. Clean off the soil and wipe 
the tools with an oily rag. If one of your 
old tools needs a new handle, it may be 
bought for less than half the cost of a 
new tool. 

Your questions answered: 

Q. I can manage to keep my rhodo- 
dendrons living, at least during the sum- 
mer and usually through the winter, but 
when spring arrives, I find that many 
are injured. How can I protect them? 

A. Cover the rhododendrons with a 
chicken-wire cage made at least 6 inches 
larger all around and fill it with oak, 
elm or maple leaves. Don’t forget, how- 
ever, that in the Midwest much injury 
actually starts during dry spells in late 
July and early August when the wood 
dries out. Soak the soil regularly and 
sprinkle the rhododendrons frequently 
with a fine mist spray. 

Q. Every winter the clover in my 
lawn dies out but by midsummer it is 
back in full growth. Are these new or 
old plants? 

A. The clover plants that appear in 
midsummer are probably new seedlings 
of the hard-coated seed that remain 
viable for years in the soil. In the Mid- 
west, clover is killed by anthracnose, a 
fungus disease, but each year it is re- 
newed from seed. If the clover in your 


r YOU ARE ABLE TO BUY tulips and 
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lawn was killed by anthracnose, get rid 
of all the clover that remains with 
2, 4, 5-T and sow new grass in the 
vacant spots. —-R. MILTON CARLETON 


WEST COAST 


HOUGH CHRISTMAS SHOPPING is the 
all-important activity this month, 
there are plenty of interesting 

chores to keep an enthusiastic gardener 
busy. 

Bulbs can still be planted, hardwood 
cuttings made and the clean-up spraying 
done when weather permits. The house 
plants need tending, and the pruning of 
deciduous shrubs and trees can begin 
after the leaves fall. 

Three basic pruning tools will take 
care of most needs for the average 
home-owner, according to M. M. 
Thompson, pruning authority and hor- 
ticultural instructor at the Mark Keppel 
Junior High School in Los Angeles. 
First is a medium-sized, professional- 
type tree saw to handle brauches 1% 
to 6 inches in diameter. Second is a 
pair of lopping shears with handles 18 
to 20 inches long. Select a pair that are 
lightweight but have stout handles. 
Third, and perhaps most important, is 
a pair of medium-sized pruning shears, 
preferably about 7 or 8 inches long. 
Some gardeners choose the Calkims pat- 
tern but others like the anvil type. 

All these tools should be top quality 
since they should give years of top per- 
formance. There are many other pru- 
ning tools available, but this kit of three 
will take care of most needs. 

Cover tender tropical plants right 
away, if you haven’t already done so. 
Usually it’s easiest to wrap them in 
heavy canvas, removing the covering on 
warm days and putting it on again at 
night. 

Your questions answered: 

Q. Can you give me some good tips 
on how to choose camellias at the 
nursery? 

A. Buy plants having the best branch- 
ing habit, good dark green foliage and 
a fair number of buds. Avoid pot- 
bound plants. Don’t make the mistake 
of selecting the tallest plants just be- 
cause they are the largest. A 15-inch 
plant with three main branches is much 
better than a 2-foot plant with one 
spindly main stem. 

Q. Could you suggest some items 
that I might give to a gardening friend 
for Christmas? 

A. Every gardener appreciates a 
really good trowel or pair of pruning 
shears. A spray gun, plant ties or plas- 
tic hose would also be welcome. And 
believe it or not, a bale of peatmoss 
would make any gardener jump for joy! 

—NORVELL GILLESPIE 
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P. J. McKENNA Offers Lecture 
Courses, Demonstrations in 
% Landscaping 
*% Practical Horticulture 
*% Horticultural Judging 
For Information Write 
P. J. McKENNA 
Staff Horticulturist 
Flower Grower Magazine 
2251 Quimby Ave. 
New York 72, N. Y. 
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Windover Flower Pots 
The Most Beautiful Red 
Clay Flower Pots Made 


Squatty 


eens 


Semi -squatty 
3” 14 for $2.20 


Our 
Customers 
Say, “‘The Best 
i have ever seen!”’ 
Most sizes are in the lovely stepped 
design as pictured. Unequalled for 
quality. All have treated rims to 
protect stems and leaves of plants 
SLOTTED ORCHID POTS 
for better drainage, 4” only, 6 for $2.20 
CLAY FLOWER POTS IN COLOR 
Green, red, yellow or white baked-on 
west add 35¢ enamel Following sizes only: 
for each listed 3” semi-squatty 10 for $2.20 
unit ordered. No 4” squatty 8 for 2.20 
C.O.D. please. Any BLACK PLAST 
shipping breakage STIC POT SAUCERS 
replaced unless 18 for $1.70 4” 10 for $1.85 
14 for $1.80 od 6 for $1.60 


sent insured 3 
THE WINDOVER CO. Box 3033 Evansville, Ind. 


Standard 

” 40 for $2.20 
"36 for 2.20 

30 for 

4” 24 for 

2” 18 for 

3” =614 for 
4” 9 for 


Postpaid east of 
Denver, Colo. If 
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE 
ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 

1912, AND MARCH 3, 1933 
Of Flower Grower, published monthly at Albany, N. Y 

for September 30, 1955. 


State of New York } 
88. 


County of Albany 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and 
county aforesaid, personally appeared J. Donald Harrison, 
who having been duly sworn according to law, deposes 
and says that he is Business Manager of Flower Grower 
and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage- 
ment, ete., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied 
in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, to wit: 

1. That the name and address of the publisher, editor 
managing editor and business manager is: John R. Whit 

2049 Grand Central Terminal, N. Y., N. Y., Pub 
; John R. Whiting, 2049 Grand Central Terminal 

3 Y N. Y., Editor; Marjorie P. Johnson, 2049 Grand 
Centrai Terminal, N. Y., N. Y., Managing Editor: and 
J. Donald Harrison, 99 N. Broadway, Albany, N. Y 
Business Manager 

2. That the owner is 


Williams Press, Inc., North 
Broadway, Albany 


2 Stockholders holding 1% or 
more of stock: Ernest F. Barvoets, Robert R. Barvoets 
Brooks R. Barvoets, Ernest F. Barvoets, Jr., and Donald 
A. Barvoets, all of Albany, N. Y 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities 
are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs 
names of the owners, stockholders, and security holders 
if any, contains not only the list of stockholders and se 
curtty holders as they appear on the books of the com 
pany but also, in cases where the stockholders or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee 
or in any other fiduciary relation, the name of the person 
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements em 
bracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a ca 
pacity other than that of a bonafide owner; and this 
affiant has no reason to believe that any other person 
association, or corporation has any interest direct or 
indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other securities thar 
as so stated by him. 


next above, giving the 


J. DONALD HARRISON 
Susiness Manager 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
September, 1955. 


[SEAL] 


12th day of 


MARY PETERSON 
(My commission expires March 30, 1956) 
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Flight Deck For Wild Birds 


Lure wild birds to your window and 
feed them without going outdoors! At- 
taches to window sill .. . turns children, 
shut-ins, practically anyone into “arm- 
chair” bird watchers. Hand crafted and 
finished in weatherproofed green enamel. 
A sturdy 17144”x15'4” with feeding stick, 
drinking cup, 4seed wells and white perch 
rails. Attaches and detaches without 
tools! Gift packed. $5.45 ppd. 2 for $10.00. 
Duneraft, Dept. 12F, Penacook, N. H. 





Christmas Cards 25 for $1 


Free Sample—Send snapshot negative 
for free sample DeLuxe embossed Yule- 
card, Please include 6¢ stamps for han- 
dling (after Dec. 1, 10¢). Negative re- 
turned with sample and price folder. 
See before you buy! 25 for $1, including 
envelopes. Add 35¢ shipping. Limited 
trial offer—only one order to a cus- 
tomer. No obligation. Satisfaction Guar- 
anteed. Yulecards*, Dept. 129, Quincy 


69, Mass. *T. M. Reg. 





275 Wild Bird Songs 


Authentic songs and calls of 96 differ- 
ent American species on 2 Hi Fi full 12” 
LP records. Recorded in their native 
habitats over 5-yr. period by the Still- 
wells. 334% rpm. Enchanting, instructive, 
endorsed by American Nature Associa- 
tion. Vol. 1, 135 songs and calls of 49 
species, Vol. 2, 140 songs and calls of 58 
species. Each runs 44 minutes. $7.95 per 
volume, ppd. Ficker Recording, 1014 
Arcadia Rd., Old Greenwich, Conn. 
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CHRISTMAS DECORATION ... 


Use it as a centerpiece for your holiday 
table or as a mantel decoration. Comes 
complete just as you see it! Wrought iron 
basket is filled with silver-tipped pine cones 
and holly berries nested in fern and tied 
with a big red satin bow. Useful year 
‘round filled with fruit, etc. 17” long, 6” 
wide. $3.98 plus 25¢ postage and handling. 
Niresk Industries, Dept. TW-10, Chicago 


40, Il. 


LUCITE TELEPHONE INDEX... 


What man or woman wouldn't be overjoyed 
at finding this beautiful index among his 
Christmas gifts? Set into the gold-finished 
brass cover is a 5” x 314” block of lucite in 
which is embedded real miniature marine 
specimens in their natural colors—sea horse, 
star fish, sea fern, shells, tiny pebbles—all 
artistically arranged. 714” x 5”. A gift of 
lasting pleasure! $12.50 postpaid. Clover- 
leaf, FG-12, P. O. Box 300, Pearl River, N. Y. 


STACK-A-RACK ... 


Especially designed storage rack to accom- 
modate 45 RPM records! Top shelf holds 
radio, record player, etc. Unique ‘expansion 
design”” enables stacking one rack upon 
another, 22” x 14” x 9”. Will hold 225 
45 RPM records, more than 160 
Extended Play Albums, or over 30 Recorded 
Tapes or 45 RPM Album Boxes. In black 
wrought iron. $6.95; gleaming brass plate, 
$8.95 postpaid. Leslie Creations, P. O. Box 
9516, Dept. 101, Philadelphia 49, Pa. 


single 








Garden Markers 


A welcome gift long sought by gar- 
deners! A clear, durable plastic en- 
velope holds seed packet or your own 
label in life-time, sturdy, upright metal 
frame 8” high. Protects name of seed, 
planting directions and care of crop. 
Makes for more efficient gardening! No 
lost envelopes; neater gardens. Protects 
some seeds for succession planting. Box 
of 8 markers, $1.00 or 18 for $2.00, post- 
paid. Gardaids, Stone Ridge 6, N.Y. 





Wonder Garden 


Yes, your friends will marvel at this 
beautiful and exotic wonder garden! It 
makes an ideal Christmas gift, TV 
mantel or window planter! GENUINE 
CALIFORNIA REDWOOD, planter is 
8”x4”"x3” and comes with five different 
plants—Corn Cob, Panda Bear, Ele- 
phant Ear, Snake Plant, etc. $3.00 post- 
paid. Send cash or money order to 
Roberts Garden Center, 620 North 
Broadway, Santa Maria, Calif. 
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WALNUTS OF GOLD... 


For the sewing basket or purse—a pair of 
realistic-looking gold-finished walnuts! One 
contains an accurate 36” tape measure and 
the other everything needed in an emer- 
gency—needles, thread and thimble. A per- 
fect little “extra” present. $2.00 for the pair, 
postpaid. Four Sisters, FG-12, 31 Chesley 
Road, White Plains, N. Y. 


BIRD-CAGE PLANTER STAND. . 


This magnificent sun-catching ranch house is 
for the birds! Sides remove for birds who 
have freedom of the house. Strong chromed- 
wire cage measures 17” x 16” x 10”. Black 
planter stand has a mesh upright post that 
invites vines to climb on it. 14” x 11” 
planter tray has rubber-tipped, balanced non- 
skid legs. $11.95 for the cage and $11.95 
for the planter, postpaid. May be purchased 
separately. Mrs. Dorothy Damar, FG-12, 729 
Damar Bldg., Newark 5, N. J. 


FLUORESCENT LIGHT... 


Give your house plants the benefit of long 
hours of “sunshine” with the aid of this 
attractive portable fluorescent light fixture. 
Modern in design, top is wrought iron fin- 
ished in black or dark green. Legs of non- 
rust aluminum. Complete with switch, cord 
and plug. Height 15”, length 42”, width 
12”. Choice of one or two 30-watt fixtures: 
One light, $18.50 express collect. Two lights, 
$24.50. Tubes not included. Craft House, 
FG-12, Wilson, N. Y. 
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Miniature Birds of The World 


These imported, beautifully colored 
birds will perch on branches, sides of 
containers, mirrors, hold place cards 
at dinner parties, add an unusual touch 
to flower arrangements and other dec- 
orative effects. A fine gift for the 
youngsters. Unbreakable, non-inflam- 
mable. About 1-34” each. Box of 12, 
$1.75 postpaid. 3 boxes for $5.00 post- 
paid. Dorothy Biddle Service, Haw- 
thorne 18, New York. 
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Foot Free Sleep 


Give the perfect gift—the pleasure of 
refreshing, rejuvenating sleep. This 
BLANKET SUPPORT neatly lifts cov- 
ers for foot free sleep—tensions vanish 
—you relax and sleep better. Fits any 
bed without attaching. Arms fold flat 
during day. Also perfect for invalids, 
aged and arthritics. Money Back Guar- 
antee. Send only $3.98 plus 25¢ postage 


to Better Sleep Inc., Dept. 432, New 


Providence, New Jersey. 





New ... Different ... Beautiful 


The pendant bells in these unique ear- 
rings are the tiniest of red clay flower 
pots. Perfect in every detail and much 
lovelier than the photo. If you like un- 
usual earrings or if miniatures is your 
hobby, these are for you! A gift you and 
your friends will love and treasure. 
Order several pairs. Packed in plastic 
jewel box. Only $1.95 a pair postpaid, 
tax included. The Windover Co., Box 
3033, Evansville, Ind. 
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Build-A-Nail 


New miracle preparation builds 
LONG, GLAMOROUS nails easily and 
quickly as you brush it on. Replaces 
broken nail with a permanent one in 
minutes. Stays on tight-grows with the 
nail! Can be filed, cut, polished. Sure 
eure for “NAIL BITERS”. Complete 
kit for 25 nails only $1.50 ppd. Carol 
Beatty, Dept. L 12-N, 7410 Santa Monica 
Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. FREE 
GIFT CATALOGUE included. 





Windshield De-Icer 


The most talented car tool on the 
market! It eliminates the need for make- 
shift remedies by swiftly removing snow 
and ice without scratching windshield- 
perfect for frost-free winter weather 
vision. 4” long, has accurate compass 
and practical key chain. In heavy plexi- 
glas with one engraved initial. It makes 
an inspired cold weather gift. $2.00 ppd. 
Write for free catalog. Bodine’s, 503 E. 
Preston St., Baltimore 2, Md. 





The Prefabricated Greenhouse 


This little beauty in the 6’x8’. size 
costs only $179.50; or fully insulated 
$239.50. It’s the perfect greenhouse for 
every climate. REDFERN’S exclusive 
TWINGLAS insulation saves you more 
than half your fuel costs. Fully Prefab- 
ricated! Only a wrench to erect it! No 
Putty! Hailproof models available. Send 
for free folder of larger models, both 
lean-to and free standing. Redfern’s 
Prefab Greenhouses, Mulino, Oregon. 
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High Luster Aluminum Waterer 


The perfect watering can, imported 
from England, exactly right in every de- 
tail. Holds 3 pints; open spill-proof top. 
Long spout with large opening. Well 
balanced, weighs less than a pound; 
won't tire you. Bright polished alumi- 
num with contrasting easy-to-hold black 
wood handle. Looks every bit like silver. 
$4.95 postpaid. Free catalog house plant 
supplies. House Plant Corner, on The 
Strand (Box 857) Oxford, Maryland. 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 

heels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”, Ball bearing wheels. Designed 
for use with Fluorescent fixtures. Write 
for literature and additional informa- 
tion on new accessories being offered. 
Tube Craft, Inc., Department D, 1950 
West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, Ohio. 
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SILHOUETTES... 


A charming Hagerstrom original! Colonial 
sihouettes make a most attractive decoration 
for door, wall or any place that suits your 
fancy. Made of aluminum, in a rich black 
finish, they are 8” high; overall width, when 
mounted, 9”. $4.50 for the set, postpaid. 
Hagerstrom Metalcraft Studio, FG-12, Wheel- 
ing, Ill. 


MAGNETIC POT HOLDERS... 


Here’s a cute little gift for the grab-bag or 
as a stocking stuffer! Gay, heavily padded 
Pussy Cat pot holders. Because each has a 
magnet sewed inside, it will stay wherever 
you put it—on the side of the stove, refriger- 
ator or any metal cabinet. Washable, color- 
fast in red, green or yellow. 2 for $1.00 post- 
paid. Fischer's, FG-12, 43-66 Bowne St, 
Flushing 55, N. Y. 


STRAWBERRY JAR... 


An exciting gift for the indoor gardener! A 
handmade miniature ceramic strawberry jar 
to be planted with African-violets or other 
favorite small plants. It is 542” high and 
comes in mottled colors blended in shades of 
tan, blue, green or gray and in sparkling 
white or black. Hole in bottom allows for 
good drainage. Accommodates 4 plants. 
$2.65 postpaid. Tinari Flora! Gardens, FG- 
12, Bethayres, Pa. 





A CUT PLUS 
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Zoysia Lawn Grass In Cups 


BECK’S cup-grown Zoysia is far su- 
perior to cut plugs. Long lasting ferti- 
lizer added. Abundant root system and 
long, fast growing stolons assure you of 
a beautiful Zoysia lawn months sooner 
than plugs. Order now for Spring deliv- 
ery North. Plant any time in South. 
$10 per 100 (Meyer's Z-52 or Matrella) 
plants 100 to 200 sq. ft. of lawn. Figure 
your needs. Beck’s Zoysia Co., Box 
752-A, Auburn, Ala. 





A Gift For Garden Hobbyists 


Make that garden lover the happiest 
man in town with a portable W-W 
Compost Grinder and Soil Shredder. 
Shreds, screens or grinds compost, sod, 
leaves, cuttings ; prepares organic matter 
for composting or mulch; makes pot- 
ting soil. $124.50 less motor and belt 
guard; $178 complete with 2 h.p. B & S 
engine. Terms usually can be arranged. 
Write for literature and dealer. W-W 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G., Wichita, Kansas. 
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FERRIS WHEEL PLANT STAND 


Any African-violet or other house-plant en- 
thusiast will be delighted to receive this new 
and unusual plant stand. Wheel rotates so 
that plants may receive benefit of sun. Holds 
12 4” pots. Finest all steel welded construc- 
tion; antique black finish. Will not tip. 
38” in diameter. $13.95 plus $1.00 handling 
and postage. Standard Equipment, Inc., FG- 
12, Belair 2, Md. 


MODERNISTIC BIRD FEEDER .. 


Play Santa to the birds by giving them this 
newly designed, beautifully made feeder. 
Open on all sides, it contains a grain hopper 
and suet hook. There’s space up among the 
rafters for shelter during stormy weather. 
Made of white pine with green rust-proof 
aluminum roof. 23” square, 14” high. 
$10.00 f.o.b. Joseph H. Dodson Bird House 
Co., FG-12, Kankakee, Ill. A wonderful gift 
for bird lovers! 


ANIMALS BY THE 100... 


One hundred animals, twenty-six varieties, in 
gay colors, stand erect on individual bases! 
Each is identified on the back which makes 
it easy for children to learn their barnyard 
friends and gives them hours of enjoyment. 
Animals from every continent! Sculptured 
and cast in detail; approximately 11” tall. 
$1.00 postpaid for the lot. Carol Beatty 
Company, FG-12, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles 46, Calif. 
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The Gift For A Gardener 


SOAKEZE Multiple Plant Soaker 
soaks roots of 5 separate plants up to 24 
feet apart at one time. Grow finer shrubs 
and flowers. SOAKEZE attaches to your 
garden hose or spigot. Has brass hose 
connection with 5 branching lines of 
gleaming green plastic tubing (total 
51’). Light, durable. Guaranteed satis- 
factory. Complete unit only $4.95 post- 
paid. Gift wrapped. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. 
D-6, St. Matthews, S. C. 
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Most Unusual Gift Of All! 


Orchid plants are the truly different 
Christmas gift for family or friends. 
Bloom indoors year-after-year, all cli- 
mates! Mature, potted orchids ready 
to open multiple blooms on arrival. 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER: $7.50, 
$10 or $15 plants (plus $1 shipping 
charge anywhere in U.S.) Eastern ship- 
ping deadline 12/15. Acres of Orchids, 
Rod McLellan Co., 1450A El Camino, 
South San Francisco, Calif. Free Catalog. 
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What is A Good Rose Catalog? 


Certainly not merely facts and fancy 
adjectives. Above all, you should be 
entertained . . should feel close to the 
nurseryman, not as a big organization, 
but as an individual, who at sometime, 
has shared both your fervor and your 
disappointments. Our friends say 
“ROSES OF YESTERDAY AND TO. 
DAY 1956” is worth many times the 35¢ 
they pay us. Want one, please? Will 
Tillotson’s Roses, F-1, Watsonville, Calif. 





Keen Garden Cutting Tools 


From Solingen, Germany, come these 
lifetime, rust-proofed, keen cutting tools. 
84” PRUNER of nickel-plated cutting 
steel, adjustable head, easy-action spring. 
Pocket GARDEN SCISSORS of nickel- 
plated cutlery steel GARDEN KNIFE 
with walnut handle, diagonal cutting 
blade. Set of 3: $11.45 ppd. Pruner and 
scissors or knife: $9.95. Pruner only: 
$7.95. J-M Trading Corp., Rm 713A, 111 
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 2, Ill. 





Rhododendrons, Hardy Azaleas 


The World’s finest varieties collected 
from European gardens. Hybrid Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons in brilliant colors. 
40,000 plants in 300 best named varie- 
ties to plant in your garden. All sizes, 
with well-established root systems, 
larger sizes budded for spring bloom. 
Reasonable prices, shipped to all parts 
of U.S.A. Send 10¢ for complete catalog 
and plant now. Irving B. Lincoln, 221 
American Bank Bldg., Portland, Ore. 
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Fheora-Lite GARDEN LAMP 


Plants grow and show best under fluor- 
escent light! African Violets and otner 
house plants become enchanting with this 
modern, attractive manner of growing. 
There is a size to fit your favorite table 
Color choice of dark leaf green or wrought 
iron black. Non rust aluminum legs. Lamps 
complete with switch, cord and plug 

Seniqr Garden Lamp 42” long-plant area 
40” x 48”, Single fixture model $18.50 
Double fixture model (added light) $24.50 
Weight 27#. Express charges collect. 

Junior Garden Lamp 28” long-plant area 
26” x 18. Single fixture model $14.9 
Double fixture model (added light) $19.7 
Shipped ppd. West of Miss. add 50¢ 


CRAFT HOUSE, 3, WILSON, N.Y. 
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Oil Honing With A Twist 


This Knife Sharpener REALLY 
WORKS. Oil Hones knives Razor Sharp 
every-time. Guide Slots hold knives at 
right angle for correct sharpening. No 
adjustments. Ideal for HOLLOW 
GROUND knives. Won't Heat, Grind or 
Shear razor thin blades.  Self-Lub 
Bronze Bearing and Tru-Bal Corundum 
Hone for long service. Special price 
only $3.00 ppd. complete with Honing 


Oil. HONE-RITE, Box 103-F, Elgin, TLL. 
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SIMPLE SCISSOR SHARPENER . 


Every household has need for a simple scis- 
sor sharpener! Just a few strokes with this 
one will put a keener edge on your scissors 
than the day you bought them. Abrasive 
stone revolves as it sharpens; guide holds 
stone at exactly right angle for professional 
Saves its cost first time you 
Tafco, Inc., FG-12, 


32, Calif. 


beveled edge. 
use it. $1.00 postpaid. 
4563 Valley Blvd., 


Los Angeles 


8-DRAWER PLASTIC CABINET . 


A sturdy steel cabinet with 8 transparent 
Fitted 


plastic 5%” x 254” x 1%.” drawers. 
with crosswise and lengthwise dividers. Ideal 
small 


for household screws, nails, washers, 


tools, etc. For pins and the many other small 
items used by the woman who sews. Silver- 
gray baked enamel finish with rubber feet. 
$4.25 postpaid. General Industrial Co., FG- 


12, 5738 N. Elston Ave., Chicago, IIL. 








Christmas Decoration 


An eyecatching table or mantel dec- 
oration! Rein Santa’s four reindeer to- 
gether with a festive ribbon and fill his 
double-runnered sleigh with = gayly 
colored ornaments, holly or sweets! 
Sleigh fashioned of metal in a delicate 
cut-work pattern is 10%” long, reindeer 
7”. Red candles included. $2.98 plus 
25¢ postage and handling. Jeanne Shop, 
504 Richey Ave., West Collingswood 6, 
New Jersey. 
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Picnic Table Standards 


QUICK-BILT standards make up into 
a handsome picnic table in less than an 
hour .... built for years of tough out- 
door use. Base plates give support in 
soft ground, and high tensile steel legs 
are finished in rust-resistant forest 
green. Disassembles easily for winter 
storage or indoor use. Makes tables 
from 4 to 8 feet in length. Instructions 
and hardware included. $14.95 per pair, 
ppd. Belson Mfg. Co., N. Aurora, IIL 


KEEP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 


Suburban & Country Dwellers 
NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 


tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-12 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 





‘Trorvoe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 
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If you are on the Eteher Committee of some 
Church, Club, *., in your town you 
will be interest d | in tinis modern Folding Ban- 
quet Table. Write for Catalog and special dis- 
counts to institutions and organizations. 


We). Lic) ae 29 CHURCH ST. 








NEW PLANT STAND 


Heavy, all steel 42” high. Holds 
if plants on Revolving Arms, 
removable plastic trays. Dull 
black Wrought Iron finish 
ORDER NOW BY MAIL only 
$10.95 with trays, plus $1.00 
postage & packing — Canada 


$2.00. 

48” sore a FIXTURE 
with 40 watt tubes and 
cord - ? sit. 50, plus $1.50 post- 


CENT (combination of 2-40 watt 
tubes, 2 incandescent bulbs su- 
erior for violets) With tubes, 
13.50 plus $1.50 postage and 
packing. 


ALSO FLORALITE PLANT LAMPS, FLORALITE 
ART and others. Send for literature and prices. 


. F-2, 1 So. Chi be 
FLORALITE CO, ©°>*- £:2. 1055! So. Chicago Ad 
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ORIENTAL FLOWER SHEARS... 


“It is 


not only 
Designed by the Japanese, who for centuries 


have been famous for skillful flower arrang . - Vip } aa fine 
ing, this fine tool is perfectly balanced to <k 

a good job. Its short, sharp, heavy blades . 
will snip right through aan the tougher: A +. y ; feathers 
stems quickly. Its comfortably wrappec ‘ \ 
handles protect the hands. 514” long. $2.50 Vy that 
postpaid. Max Schling Seedsmen, Inc., 538 
Madison Ave., Dept. 635, New York 22 
m. X. 


: ., : make 


fine 


ALARM-O-SAFE ... birds” 
A strong-box with built-in burglar alarm! - 
Unconditionally guaranteed for 20 years, and , =— IO “a 
$1000 burglar policy comes with each box. 
Heavy 13-gauge steel; completely _ fire-re- 
sistant. 1114” x 814” x 414"; will hold an 
enormous amount of papers, jewelry, cash 


These beautiful, fluttering little 
birds are handcarved and painted 
from Pine Cones! We had them im- 
ported from Denmark on the word 
of a friend. The 12” by 2” birds are 


and other valuables. Once alarm is set the 


slightest movement will set it off; will ring wired for easy attachment as tie-ons 
for 5 hours. Can be shut off only with key. 


‘ é % for your gift packages, on Christmas 
$29.95 postpaid. The Newport Shoppe, oe shecadiien emenee. iain 
FG-12, 32 Clarke St., Newport, R. I. Recnal . F 

Six Birds $1.95 ppd. 


6 ay ohnny Appleseed’s 


BOX 21, BEVERLY, MASS. 








444@ When ordering by mail be sure to P a ° 
print your name and address clearly. Enclose —&, Lifetime Gift oe — 


proper amount and allow ample time for delivery. D>p> FLOWER LOVERS 
; ’ The All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


Sturdy, re gauge all-steel weld- 
ed. 40” high. Will not tilt or tip. 
Holds 11 plants, 10 on revolving 
arms extending outward 6” to 12” 
from center shaft. Arms mov- 
able to any position to en- 
hance beauty of display and 
allow even sun and air expo- 
sure. Light weight. Easily dis- 
mantled for cleaning. Antique 
— white or green enamel. 
eR BY MAIL 
pm + $14.95 each, 
$1.00 for packing and post 
age ($2.00 for Canada) 
Specify color desired, Send 
check or money order. Im 
mediate shipment. Satist a 
tion guaranteed or money 


o~ 
TRY FOR A FREE 2-YEAR JA /, \ back, Circular on request. 
ART SCHOLARSHIP WORTH $33500 \ , / NO TIP 











NO TILT 
Imagine winning two years of free train- 
ing for a career in advertising art! 
Many well-paid artists today have 
studied with the art school that offers Quorescent light. Prom »tes ‘ere port. 
this scholarship. It’s the world’s largest anc Hess i — FH 
home study art school. You’re trained 
by professional artists. You get indi- 
vidual coaching, personal guidance. P - : ee eo Tight “tume eo 
As prize winner, you also receive a mgd a eso — Maine Meg + 45 a 22 Sank tube "352, 40. tata "Si. _ ee. a 
Professional Drawing Outfit —and valu- a> pausll outy. Ali drawings mast be so- ‘ cif 4 
able Art Textbooks. Mail your sketch Winner notified. Amateurs only. Our etu- = VIO HOLDA Manufacturing Co. Inc. = 


ceived by Dec. 31, 1955. None returned ae ES ot 
of the famous “‘Draw Me’’ girl today! dents not eligible. Mail drawing today. Box 915 Dept. 10-D Topeka, Kan. 


New Plant 5 


° ry! varieties ( @ 
lnctruction, Ine. | ons eee mrevaane raid May gt 


seedsmen, etc., for new varieties. New fascinating hobby 


STUDIO 12425 « 500 South 4th St. Address City Learn Luther Burbank’s secrets and latest methods. No costly equip- 
poe lis 15 ment. Produce giant forms, double flowers, etc.. without poisons, 
Pp , Zone County State in a fraction of former time required. Write! 


Please enter my attached drawing 3444) SEED TREATMENT TABLE 
A 
2425 


NEW FLUORESCENT 

PLANT LAMP 
all Vi Holda pine stands 

Floods flowers with o neficial 














ee ee ee ee ee eet ee ee _—_— ee 
‘ 























in your Dec. contest. (PLEASE PRINT) Gccupetica_ Phone cee Ae PACTS 


The ASCHER Co., Dept F-12 Co eres 
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Foower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower 
Classified Dept., 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y 





Achimines 





ACHIMINES. Blue, White, Lavender 
lave six named varieties, two each 
CAMPBELL, Campbell Avenue, 


Red, $1.00 dozen 
$1.00. ROBERT 
Jacksonville, Fla 





African Violets 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 40 
log contains valuable cultural advice 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian 
Michigan 


Illustrated cata- 
FREE! MRS 
Drive Fraser, 


LEAVES, GRow YOUR OWN PLANTS, 
new and old _ varieties Request list 
L ANDAKER (Kathleen Cooper), 

7, Ohio 


cceiiiael 
PRISCILLA 
2339 Grigg, Cincinnati 


FREE LIST AFRICAN UUGLETO—Raschent selection. 
We hybridize and pecialize. Wholesale—Retall. 
OPPEN’S GREENHOUSES, 4330, Auburn Road, Salem, 
Oregon 


pn ga or S FINEST “Lyon's Double Pinks now avail- 

ble. Catalog on requ See our ad on page 60 
FISC HER GREENHOU SES. Dept. C.F., Linwood, New 
Jersey. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS—that come every month. Wonder- 
ful for your African Violet friends. A membership in the 
“Leaf of the Month Club’ will bring 12 rooted cuttings, 
one each month for only $5.00 including FREE Question 
and Answer Service. Send check to VIOLET DELL, Box 
205, Sta. B, Bakersfield, California 
HOLIDAY GREETINGS. Announcing _ next 
‘UNIQUE WAY TO INTRODUCE OUR_NEW VARI- 
ETY Stamped envelope for circular. THE SELECT 
VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444, 2023 Belmont Avenue, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


issue 





ORCHIDS WILL GROW, BEAUTIFULLY NEXT To 


YOUR AFRICAN VIOLETS 
Plants, ready to bloom, 
cluded Illustrated 
Box 4550-VV 


Two Hawaiian Orchid 
$4.98 postpaid. Instructions in- 
booklet 50¢. SAMUEL PRESNER, 
Coral Gables, Florida. 





African Violet Planter Mix 


SMITH'S PLANTER MIX for all house plants. 4 quarts 
$1.00, 10 quarts $2.00. 6 quarts Vermiculite $1.00 post- 
paid. SMITH POTTING SOIL COMPANY, 2513 East 
19th—-Tulsa, Oklahoma, 





African Violet Plant Food 


STIM U PLANT AFRICAN VIOLET FOOD. Proven per- 
fect for violets—used and tested by prominent growers— 
violet booklet and generous package—10¢ coin. STIM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES, Box 1955, Columbus 16, Ohio. 





African Violet Potting Soil 


WINDOVER POTTING SOIL. Made with flaky leafmold 
especially for African Violets. Won't pack. Sterlized with 
LARVACIDE to eliminate nematodes and so 
troubles. Postpaid east of Denver. 4 Ibs. $1.15, 9 Ibs 
$2.25, 13 Ibs. $2.85. WINDOVER, Box 3033, Evansville, 
Indiana. 





African Violet Rooting Powder 


ENRICH-ALL roots African Violet leaves faster. Packet 
25¢ coin. 5 packets $1.00 with FREE 7 piece plastic pot 
set. EVELYN JAMES, Box 56 A, Davisburg, Michigan 


NEXT 
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African Violet Supplies 


SUPPLIES FOR AFRICAN VIOLET GROWING. 
ticides, Vermiculite, charcoal, leaf mold, 
plastic labels, wicking, Sponge Rok etc. 
only. No plants shipped. NEIL C. 
Lake, Penns Grove 2, N. J. 


Insec- 
superphosphate, 
Catalog. Supplies 
MILLER, Layton’s 





Agents Wanted 


CALIFORNIA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. Particulars free. MISSION, 
2328BD West Pico, Los Artgeles 6, Calif 





Amaryllis 


CALIFORNIA GIANT HYBRID AMARYLLIS, very flor- 
iferous, easy grower avorite indoor forcer, clusters of 
giant coumanets atop long stems, large bulbs, mixed 
colors, each 55¢, 4 for $2.00 (postpaid). ALTWINE, 
Grower, 1272 E. Center, Anaheim, California. 


AMERICAN HYBRID AMARYLLIS' BULBS, 
quality, , tun. blooming size, mixed colors, $3.95 
doze large selected in Gift Box, $2.00, postpaid. 
PHIL iP PATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida. 


finest 





Azaleas 





KNAPHILL AZALEAS in variety described in catalogue 
for American Gardeners. Seed of the supreme strain 
saved from finest plants $3.00 packet which will produce 
250 plants. Noted for wonderful colours. perfume, Autumn 
foliage. Write for catalogue and seed to KNAPHILL 
NURSERY, Woking. Surrey, England. 





Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, 
mentals and Xmas tree stoc Azaleas 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio 


orna- 
Rhododetttirons 
Free. GIRARD 








Begonias 


AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to each 
new member for $2.50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54 





Calif 





Business Opportunities 


GROW MUSH ROOMS. Cellar, Shed, Spare, full time, 

ear round. We pay $3.50 lb. We paid Babbitt $4, 185. 00 

inte few weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM 
. Dept. 157, 3064 Admiral Way. Seattle, | Wash. 





GROW ORCHIDS” at home— profitable—fascinating. Year 
‘round, Maine to California. NO_GREENHOUSE. Gor- 
geous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Successful home grower 
shows you how. Full details FREE. FLOWERLAND, 
4622, Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


FREE FOLIO “$5,000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited.” 

York home—spare time! No merchandise, equipment. 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS—FG6, Carlsbad, 
California. 





MUSHROOM SPAWN (“SEED”) plus complete instruc- 
tions various growing methods $1.00. Circular free. LUXOR 
CoO., FG. 641 South 19th, Newark 3, New Jersey. 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & FLORISTRY. 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many good 
paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send for FREE 
book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE, Studio 
cr Robertson Blvd.. Los Angeles 48, Calif 


125. 310 8S 


NEW PLASTIC MENDING TAPE. 
clothing instantly. Lightning seller 
KRISTEE 115, Akron, Ohio 


Just press on! Repairs 
Samples sent on trial. 





Cacti & Succulents 


CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in 
offered in our illustrated Price List 
CACTUS INC., Box 247- 


many unusual kinds 
10¢ please. GATES 
A, Corona, California 
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Cacti And Succulents 


CACTUS JOURNAL 
culture, descriptions ; 
culent books. 132 W. 


Authoritative articles, 
year $3.00 
Union, 


exploration, 
Free list cactus and suc- 
Pasadena, Ca 





Caladiums 





vee, SALE—Fancy Leaf Caladium Bulbs. 
2 named varieties 100 4 00 

i “$12.50. No 1 Bulbs 1% 2 

. $18.00; mixed varieties, 100 - - "Ae ie! 00. ae F ao 2. 

Sebring. Railway Express. No. 2 Bulbs 1 

dozen No. 1 Bulbs $3.50 dozen. reds pinks ah 

paid. M SMITH NURSERY, P.O. Box 563, 

Florida. 


No. 2 bulbs 
mixed varieties 
named varieties, 100 


| 
Sebring, 





Candy Recipes 


THE SWEETEST STORY EVER TOLD. Delightful col 
lection of CANDY recipes. Only TWO DOLLARS. BESSIE 
MURRAY, Box 182, Ocean Springs, Mississippi 





Christmas Plants 


Hoya 
each, 
Northeast 


TOLMIA, Maranta 
Cissus, Pothos 

twelve $5.5 
Atlanta 


Holly. Palm, Ferns 
Saintpaulias — 50¢ 
943 Greenwood, 


Dracaena 
Peperomias 
WILSON’S, FG 
Georgia 





Colchicine 





PREPARED BY A DRUGGIST. 


, Amateur or Profes- 
sional you will enjoy 


' creating new varieties. Transform 
your violets or hobby plants into giants. Use either 
Colchicine paste or solution. Directions furnished. $2.00 
each P.P. No. €.0.D.’s. BROOKLANDS PHARMACY, 
363 The Brooklands, Akron, Ohio 





35 mm Color Slide Programs 





see onines NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris, 
Daylilies ardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows etc 
PHILIP C€ ORL ISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona 





Corsage Making Supplies 


THE BEST corsage making mater 
Free illustrated catalog 
Dept. FG-36 





jals are so inexpensive 
DOROTHY a =f SERVICE, 
Hawthorne. New York. 





Cottontail Repellent 





PROTECTS TREES, SURUSS, BUSHES all 
Quart $1.75 paints. sprays 50 young trees 
Postpaid. F. R. BEAN COMP ANY 


winter. 
Gallon $5.75 
Scottsville, New York 





Dahlias 





BIG FALL SALE—Field 
Roots. Finest foreign and ee varieties at greatly 
reduced prices Write today for Free 1956 Catalog of 
pateeia Offers. OAKLEIGH GARDENS, Grand Rapids 
, Michigan. 


grown Dahlia Clumps and 





Evergreens 





EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 
sizes Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies Free Spring 
Catalog, ready February, GREEN RIDGE NURSERY, 
Madison 4, Ohio 


FLOWER GROWER 





Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Female Help Wanted 


House Plants 





ENJOY EXTRA INCOME sewing ready cut felt baby 
shoes. Wonderful opportunity if you qualify. THOMP- 
SON'S, Loganville 13, Wisc. 





Flower Arrangers Supplies 


CAREFULLY SELECTED rine gat gl for flower ar- 
rangement and cor: Jowest prices. Free illustrated 
ane DOROTHY BIDDL E SERVICE, FG-37, Haw- 


thorne ‘ew Yor 


HAWAIIAN & NATIVE DRY MATERIALS: Gnarled 
natural or sandblast MANZANITA; Ming Tree & Many 
unusual Kits; Ceramic Driftwood Planters; Hand polished 
bases. Retail or wholesale price list with photos FREE. 
MINGCRAFT, Loomis, California 





Geraniums 





SPECIAL OFFER—12 plants 10 choice double varieties 
1 Rosebud, 1 Painted Lady 4-8 inches tall labeled. Each 
different $3.00 postpaid. Free catalogue. COOKS GREEN- 
HOUSE, Sterling, Kansas. 





Gladiolus 


GLADS FROM HOLLAND. If you are interested in the 
best and most meritorious gladioli please ask for our 
list with prices. J. HEEMSKERK, c/o P. Van Deursen, 
Sassenhe vad Holland. 


EXCITING “GLADIOLUS. We will distribute bulbs of 
two very exciting Glads, starting January Ist. If not on 
our Mailing List, write. We also carry fifty or more varie 
ties of Miniature Gladiolus. VENNARD NURSERY, Box 
394 F, Sioux City, Iowa 


HIGHEST RATED SYMPOSIUM, Novelty, “All American 
Selection’’ varieties. The finest in existence. Catalog on 
request. JEAN JOAN FARM, Belmar, New Jersey 








ACT NOW!! Highest quality at amazing prices. Get our 
een aoe prove it to yourself. ALLOW AY G ‘L ADIOLUS 
ARDE R. D. No. 1, Lyons, New York. 


Orchids 





RARE HOUSE PLANTS — Nun's Orchids $2.50, nolinas 
$1.50, Bird’s Nest Ferns $1.50, Aloevariegata $.50, 
Peperomia lepstostac hyon $2.00, Billbergia, Aeschynanthus, 
Achimenes, ete. listed. Over $3.00 pp. JOHN BECKNER, 
736 Myrtle Way, St. Petersburg, Florida 





Insectivorous Plants 


COBRA LILY—(Darlingtonia Calitornica) Giant insect 
eating plant of the Siskiyous. Seeds, $1.00 pkt 18” 
plants $3.00, Two for $5.00 pp. COBRA SALES, Box 
1, Grants Pass, Oregon 








Lilies 





AGAPANTHUS - $10.00; EUCHARIS - $12.00; Achi- 
$2.00; Blood Lily $25.00; Gloriosa Rothschild- 
$12 00; Zepher Lilies 4 kinds $3.00; per 100 
each. Top size bulbs. Posted Free. TWIN BROS., Box 
10006, Calcutta 25, India 





Lily of the Valley 





PLANT NOW FOR SPRING BLOOMING. Lily of the 
Valley pips—%6.00 per hundred east of Mississippi, west 
_ $1.00 MACMASTER, Kempshall Place, Elizabeth, 
New Jersey 





Magazines 





GREENHOUSE GARDENING MAGAZINE—The only 
publication regularly devoted to better greenhouse 
gardening Regular features include: Seasonal planting 
guide. Tropical plants. New a. Source of 
supply for plants, bulbs, seed, etc. Greenhouse news 
and management. Batted y Ruth Marie Peters, 
beggin AND GRE 10U GARDENING, Editor 
of POPULAR GARDENING, and author of Bulb Magic 
in Your Window. a monthly, 2-vear subscription—12 
issues—$1.00. UNDER GLASS, 2 Main Street, Irvington, 
New York (on the Hudson) 





Greenhouses 


PRE-FABRICATED GREENHOUSES, all sizes. Free 
standing or Lean-To type. Easy to erect. Low cost. 
Complete plans and details, write for catalogue 156, 
YOHO & HOOKER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngs- 
town 1, Ohio. 


REDWOOD AND ALUMINUM 
greenhouses from £250.00. Christmas Gift Plan available. 
Brochure FG, NEW ENGLAND GREENHOUSE CO., 
INC., Box 69, Hanover, Massachusetts. 


a complete line of home 





Holly 





HOLLY WITH BERRIES +, 00 per Ib., 5 Ibs. for $4.00 
Cedar Wreath $1.50 each. Pine branches. TREXLERS 
NURSERY, Seaford, V Be 


Of Interest To Women 


FREE CATALOG — money making opportunity sewing 
various Ready Cut products. Your choice of projects. 
Wonderful THOMPSON'S, Loganville 13, 
Wisconsin. 


opportunity. 


INDIAN ORCHIDS, ETC., 12 different Dendrobiums 
$10.00; 12 Vanda teres $7.00; $50.00 hundred. Gloriosa 
Superba $9.00 mended $80.00 wae on Coloured 
Dracaenas mixed $8.50. Post ash. THE 
Cc HANDRA NU RSERY, P. O. Rhenock, Sikkim, India. 





FOR ONE MONTH ONLY — We Offer — Mature size 
amed Cattleya Orchid Hybrid plants in pots at $4.50 
each, 3 for $12.00 (plus postage). These plants have 
various blooming periods, but all should flower during the 
twelve months. Free cultural instructions, with every 
Send no money. Pay C.0.D. Your money refunded 
satisfied on delivery of order. Do not delay! Order 
CLARENCE J. BENDLE, Room 613 Fifth Avenve 
Butlding Moline, Illinois 


CHRISTMAS ORCHID SPECIAL: Brassavolae Digbyana 
$3.00 each. Cattleya Bowringiana $3.00. Beautiful Cattleya 
Hybrids having flowered or in sheath $3.50 each. Price 
list free. TROPICAL PLANT COMPANY, R.R. 1, Box 
258-G, Laredo, Texas. 


ORCHID COLLECTION! These make magnificent Christ- 
mas Gifts! All large flowering-size. TWO choice HUM- 
MING eee ‘one HIDS (Cymbid hybrids) in exquisite 
humming rd colors Bud Spikes set $20.00 each 
BALLERINA ORCHID—produces lacy clouds of golden 
chartreuse orchids—-$14.50, Emerald Cypripedium-——$9.50 
Misty Mauve Cattleya hybrid dark frilled lip—$15.00 
ALL FOR ONLY $23.50. Plus FREE seedling orchid! 
Limited supply Send check or money order today! 
FLECK'S ORCHIDS, 11304 SW Boones Ferry Road, 
fo, Grege. 


LEARN TO GROW ORCHIDS from one of America’s 
leading Orchidologists. His 4th Edition on Orchids is 
guaranteed the best for beginners or double your money 
back! Special offer 12 young novelty Orchid plants to 
bloom within 6 months, plus his book, all $5.00 postpaid. 
Booklet alone 50¢. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 41550-Fv 
Coral Gables, Florida 


CYMBIDIUM — Cyra sore ORCHIDS. 
catalog and combination offer. HAC 
) Killian, El Monte, California 


Send for 
TIENDA DE BELLONA, 


Pansy Plants 


PANSY PLANTS— nee Swiss Giants, mixed eaten, 
hardy field grown, ready for immediate transplanting 
Postpaid no C.0.D.’ 50—$2.00, 100—-$3,00 500 
$12.50, 1,000—$20.00. RAGSDAL 8 PANSY GARDEN, 
1316 W. 5th Tyler, Texas 





Perkie Plants 





SEND 25¢ in coin or stamps for handsome 
Perkie Plant Handbook, or write for free folder. Perkie 
Camellia sasanque, Rhododendron hybrid or Royal Azaleas 
2 year % doz. $3.75 doz. $6.45 ppd. east of Mississippi 
Include 50 for handling. Perkie Plants grow as they 
go to you! Order now for gifts and spring delivery 
Plant now in south. Handbook free with order. IVY HILL 
FOREST, Dept. FGD. Cockeysville, Maryland 


entertaining 





Oleanders 





OLEANDERS 
gate easily in 
Single 


In flower almost continuously. Propa- 
sand, soil or water. Double Rose, 
White and our new introduction Peach Blossom 
Pink Peach Blossom has the largest flower clusters 
of any oleander developed to date and rivals the 
hydrangea in beauty Six cuttings of one color $1.00 
Six cuttings each of above three omere $2.00 postpaid. 
with cultural directions and list of other seeds, bulbs 
= plants. SABIN K. ELDER, R. 2, San Benito, 
exas 





Holly For Christmas Gifts 


FRESHLY CUT AND TREATED ENGLISH HOLLY 


shipped about December 12 anywhere in U.S.A. postpaid. 
Gift card enclosed. No. 1 _ 7x20x5 tried sprays 
$2.50; No. 2 Box 18x18x5 $3.50. 16” wreath ‘pie berried 
sprays $4. 50. Send names, ~: Bam and remittance to 
K & K HOLLY, 825 Ellis Avenue, Oswego, Oregon 





House Plants 


RARE AND UNUSUAL GERANIUMS, Ivy, Begonias. 
A wide and —_ assortment of house plants for all 
purposes. Send 10¢ for list, deducted from your order, 
SHOREL INE NU RSERIES, INC., Box 453, Kennebunk- 
port, Maine. 


DECEMBER 1955 


NEXT 


Orchids 





Grow opeutes at home—profitable—fascinating. Year 
round, aine to California. NO GREENHOU sk. 
Gorgeous a Cymbidiums, ete. Successful home 
grower shows you how. FREE full details. FLOWER- 
LAND, 1622 Ws Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


and back- 
Free Catalog. 
Avalon Bivd., 





ORCHIDS, Cymbidiums, plants, seedlings 

Other varieties. Tropical Plants. 
FERN HAWAIIAN NURSERY, 1551 
Wilmington, California 





SEND $1.00 Ay fAatares 25 photographs of Orchids, 
Discount $2. rst $5. ae . MOORE'S ORCHIDS, 
P. 0. Box ist, a. 


OUR NEW AND | LARGER ‘LIST now available. Be- 


ginners collections: stud stock. Anthuriums in variety. 
HOUSE OF ORCHIDS, Pompton Plains, New Jersey. 





Poinsettias 


POINSETTIAS — How are they grown? What is the 
difference between the familiar little Christmas plant and 
our Giant Double with flower bracts to 8 inches across and 
stems to 4 feet long? Write today for surprising informa 
tion. SARIN K. ELDER, R. 2, San Benito, Texas 





Primroses 


FOR THE SWEETEST OF SPRINGS—Primroses from 
Barnhaven. Those world-famous, original silver-dollar 
Primroses, at least dollar size, northern grown for 
hardiness in every shade and tint in Pinks, Victorians, 
Grand Canyons, Desert Sunsets, Indian Reds, Spice, 
Winter Whites and Harvest Yellows Barnhaven V’rim 
roses in your shadier garden spots satisfy the desire 
for flowers in late winter and early spring Superbly 
grown plants and transplants, fall and spring delivery 
depending upon locality. Easily germinated, hand pol 
linated seed for late fall and winter sowing Write 
for Barnhaven’s charmingly different catalog (free) 
illustrating these and many other Primroses for your 
shadier garden spots. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Ore 
gon 





Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS for Flower 
and prices to THE 
Rutledge, Del. Co., 





Shows. Write for samples 
HORNER PRESS, P. O. Box 85, 
Pennsylvania 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Rose Bushes 


Bessevencs. GUARANTEED TO LIVE AND 

2 year old top grade Best of all the old 
von patented and standard varieties. Write for 
our FREE full color rose folder and price list, today! 
ROSEMONT NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Box 839, Tyler 
Texas 


ROSE BUSHES 

From grower to you 
and Hints on Care 
BROS, 
Texas. 


Best varieties 

Write for FREE 
and Culture of 
ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, 


_ Guaranteed quality 
Colorful CATALOG 
Roses. McCLUNG 
Box 275-H, Tyler 


GORGEOUS ARP ROSES — Arp-grown in our own fields 
1956 All-America Winner and 130 popular varieties, old 
and new. Healthy, husky 2 year budded bushes, guaranteed 
to grow. Free colorful catalog. ARP ROSES, IN¢ Box 

3338-R, Tyler, Texas 





Sphagnum Moss 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, 

and plant propagation 
paid. Valuable booklet 
Pen Argyl, Pa. 


finely ground for seed 4 germination 
Peck $1.65; half bushel $2.55, post 
included. THOMAS GARLAND 





Sparrow Traps 


DON'T FEED SPARROWS! Catch thousands with orig- 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big cash savings guaranteed. 
Free particulars. Rush! FARM SERVICE COMPANY, 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Illinois 





Strawberries 


STRAW BERRIES—Plant 
year New methods with 
results. Allen's 1956 Berry 
_ methods, Free Copy 
PA , 12 West Pine 


Superfection for berries this 
everbearers give outstanding 
Book describes best varieties 
Write W. F. ALLEN COM- 
Street, Salisbury, Maryland 


STRAWBERRIES are ideal family incéme projects. One- 
tenth acre yields 650-900 quarts. Allen’s 1956 Berry Book 
tells best varieties and How to Grow Them. Free Copy 
Write today W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 West Pine 
Street, Salisbury, Maryland 


RAYNER’S Famous Strawberry Plants, Virus-Free. Foun- 
dation stock supplied by Dept. of Agriculture. For 
the reproduction of Better Strawberry Plants for the 
American Farmer and Gardener. Rayner’s New Catalog 
gives all information. Best planting and culture methods 
Easy to grow, large, delicious fruits. Send for copy today 
RAYNER BROTHERS, Salisbury 7, Maryland 





Strawberry Plants 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS 
land, Pocahontas, Albritton 
Beauty. Best standard kinds Premier. Catskill, Sparkle 
Blakemore Robinson, Fairfax. Wonderfully productive 
plants. Berry Book Free. Write to W. F \LLEN COM 
PANY, 12 West Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 


Superb new varieties - Dixie- 
Armore, Empire, Tennessee, 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1956 Berry Book tells 
best. varicties for home and market, and how to grow them 
Free Copy. Write W. F. ALLEN COMPANY. 12 West 
Pine Street. Salisbury, Maryland 





Trees & Shrubs 


TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, windbreak 
ete. FREE planting guide, price list. WOODLOT SEED 
co Norway 15, Michigan 





Violets 


RARE. “VIOLET. i Hardy 
EUROPEAN $1.00 packet 
into January. Mrs. W. A 
Ohio 


F RAGRANT EVERGREEN 
Currency. Sow November 15th 
Haldy, R. R. No. 3, Brunswick 








Wildflowers 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: 
evergreens, shru 
Free catalog. 
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Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines. 


THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N. 


Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


by C. 


McKana’s Giant Columbine: We are 
often reminded that the lily does not need 
to be gilded, and we usually think of 
columbine—from the tiny Aquilegia Jonesi 
to our favorite hybrids of former years— 
as needing no further gilding. But most 
lovers of the race will agree, I think, that 
the new McKana Giants, with flowers to 
4 inches across and spurs almost that long, 
will greatly increase their showiness in the 
garden and effectiveness as a cut flower. 
The strain has the wide range of colors, 
both seif and combination, associated with 
the better previous selections. Seeds are 
available from most national dealers, but 
in case you do not care to worry over 
seedlings, some nurseries, including The 
Conard-Pyle Company, West Grove, Penn- 
sylvania, will have plants next spring. 

Muskmelon Burpee Hybrid: Although 
our 1955 melon season was almost a com- 
plete failure, I was privileged to taste a 
fruit of the new BuRPEE HysriD, grown 
under slightly better, but still far from 
optimum, conditions. That teasing taste 
tells me that this variety will play a promi- 
nent role in our 1956 muskmelon planting. 
I cannot tell you how delicious the thick, 
juicy, deep-orange flesh was; you will have 
to get that sensation first hand. You can 
get seed from W. Atlee Burpee Company, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Clinton, Lowa; 
and Riverside, California. 

Cabbage Wisconsin Copenhagen: I do 
not set it down as positive evidence of 
superiority in every way, but rather as a 
recital of fact revealed in an inconclusive 
test of cabbage varieties in our garden 
this year: Of six new varieties tested, 
WISCONSIN COPENHAGEN was the only one 
that made a decent showing. I suppose 
that “decent showing” is putting it too 
strongly, because the hot, dry summer was 
not conducive to good cabbage growth. 
However, this COPENHAGEN variety pro- 
duced heads of good quality, which are 
now reposing in cans of cabbage and kraut 
on the cellar shelves. I can see that in a 
good year, WISCONSIN COPENHAGEN— 
which develops a 4-pound head in a little 
over two months—would be a good friend 
of the home gardener. The seeds came 
from the L. L. Olds Seed Company, Madi- 
son 1, Wisconsin. 

Canada Phlox: There is not a 
variation in the Canada phlox, P. 
cata, as every frequenter of May wood- 
lands knows. A _ few of these better 
variations have been selected and multiplied 
for gardeners by observant nurserymen, 
thereby increasing the value of one of 
nature’s best spring offerings. Among these 
selections a prominent place must be given 
to SNOWFLAKE, with very large heads of 
pure white, the best white-flowered kind 
that I have seen. The same grower (Gar- 
denside Nurseries, Shelburne, Vermont) 
also offers what he considers “a much 
better form of the Canada phlox, in the 
characteristic blue shade.” And when Mr. 


little 
divari- 
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Abbey says it is “a fine soft blue,” I know 
it will be just that. | should like to add a 
word in praise of some new varieties for 
you to look for later. This year it was 
my privilege to grow four new kinds, now 
under number, from Bristol Nurseries, 
Brisiol, Connecticut. They may make 
phlox history if they live up to their 
present promise when introduced. 

Crinum Cecil Houdyshel: While the mat- 
ter is fresh in mind, I should like to record 
the pleasant fact that crinum Cecil Houdy- 
shel came through last winter and in late 
September finished a brilliant flowering 
season, giving us a large number of lovely, 
rose-pink trumpets. It was planted about 
15 inches deep on the south side of a 
juniper which is clothed to the ground. It 
was also mulched with a few corn stalks 
and evergreen boughs to catch and hold 
the snow. This should be good news to 
gardeners like us, who have found crinums 
over-large for window culture. Plants are 
available from the originator, Cecil Houdy- 
shel, 1412 Third Street, La Verne, Cali- 
fornia. 

Mexican Foxglove: The botanists’ con- 
fusion in naming this tropical scrophulariad 
(they called it Pentstemon mexicanus, 
Tetranema mexicanum, and now Allophy- 
ton mexicanum ) makes a common name 
almost imperative if a mere gardener is 
to keep his sanity. We have chosen “Mexi- 
can foxglove,” the name by which green- 
house growers knew it years ago. But it 
is not restricted to the warmth formerly 
thought necessary, for window gardeners 
long ago found that it adapted itself to any 
sunny window where the night temperature 
did not go much below 45°. There it will 
produce an abundance of purplish-violet, 
nodding flowers, in a cyme, at the top of 
10-inch stems. Although its natural bloom- 
ing season falls in the summer, the good 
gardener can hope to induce it to produce 
color throughout most of the year. Merry 
Gardens, Camden, Maine, has it.® 


ON THE BOXWOOD PATH 
WITH JULIA L. DILLON 


HE NEW BABY FLORIBUNDAS, 
= that bloom profusely and 
grow only a foot high, can be 
grown in boxes where their early 
bloom will add cheer to any 
room. If you would like all your 
friends to enjoy them too, move 
the plants to the garden where 
they'll continue blooming until 
fall or even early winter. There 
are two baby (or dwarf) flori- 
bunda varieties available: PicGmy 
GOLD, with golden yellow blooms 
an inch in diameter; and PiGmMy 
RED, with dark red flowers with a 
tiny white eye 


FLOWER GROWER 





Imagine! Now an Everblooming Floribunda that 








PRODUCES HUGE 
7 || LONG-STEMMED 
7... || ORANGE-RED ROSES 


by the hundreds 
—all season long! 


Jackson & Perkins Wonder Floribunda 


“FIRST YEAR” SUPPLIES LIMITED! 
Order now—and be sure to have the world’s 
finest floribunda in your 1956 garden! 


Never before a Rose like this! For sheer beauty, breath- 
taking color, exquisite form, profusion of bloom, ex- 
ceptional hardiness—for a combination of all the quali- 
ties looked for in any type of rose—this amazing New 
Wonder Floribunda simply can’t be beat! 

The unusually lovely flowers start displaying their 
stunning beauty early in the season . . . as scores of 
gorgeous burnt-orange buds begin to appear on the at- 
tractive plant! Slowly, the buds open . . . revealing 
large high-centered hybrid-tea-shape blooms, with 35 to 
40 petals each... starting a sparkling warm ORANGE- 
RED color! Think of it! Blooms that look like prized 
hybrid Teas, as big as Hybrid Teas—yet produced by the 
hundreds on a single bush! And these blooms retain 
their beauty right to the end . . . softening to a reddish- 
coral color! 


Spartan has a sweet, old Rose fragrance, too. . . and 
more unusual still are the long, long stems—over 100 of 
them on a plant, ideal for cutting! In fact, there’s no end 
to the flowers available for house use . . . for the vigorous 
healthy plant is constantly in bloom from early Spring 
to severe frost! 


Without question, Spartan is destined to become the 
most popular Floribunda Rose of all time! So be among 

the first to enjoy its beauty in your garden this June—by 
and the blooms ordering now! $2.75 each; 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80 
are fragrant 


too! 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
81 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK i FRE 


E—J& P Spring 1956 Rose Catalog 
Please send me at the proper planting time for my locality nae: 


. SPARTAN Rose Bushes. ($2.75 each; 3 for $7.20; 12 for EADY soon! —the brand-new Spring 

$28.80). Include, FREE with my order, your “Home Garden Guide.” " , 1956 J & P Catalog—a valuable 

guide to selecting, planting and grow- 

: F ing the world’s finest roses in your 

EI Go iscissivncrscesorntasonsinsanecs . in full payment. pe : garden! 50 thrilling pages —all in 

: : i lowing full color—illustrate and de- 

(J Also reserve my FREE copy of the new Spring 1956 J & P . che oaieate of prized (how and 

Catalog Perennials. Make sure you get your 
FREE copy—by reserving it NOW. 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 


P World's Largest Rose Growers + Newark, NEW YORK 
-_ 
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Burpee ¢ 


From Floradale Farms 
Where New Flowers 
Are Created 


Most Popular, 


Most Colorful ' 2 
OF ALL + 


SNAPDRAGONS mi ‘ta 


Special Offer 


ALMOST HALF PRICE 


TETRA 
_SHAPDRAGORS 


& ra 


IME 


STRONGER Plants 
FASTER Growing 
New IMPROVED Colors 


Burpee Giant “Tetra” Ruf- 
fled Snapdragons have opened 
a new era in gardening—-won 
even wider popularity for this 
favorite American flower. It’s 
a thrill to watch their rapid 
growth, and see closely-set buds 
on strong erect spikes burst 
into most gorgeous hues ever. 

It's a rainbow galaxy never before 
seen in Snapdragons—radiant reds, 
orange, yellow, peach, pink, rose, 
crimson orchid, white—huge ex- 
quisitely ruffled flowers, many with 
exotic harmonies all in the 
same bloom. Equally prized for gar- 
den display and for bouquets. 


color 


25¢-Packet now only 10¢ 
1/16 Ounce $1.00 © 'g Ounce $1.75 





ORDER TODAY-—This Offer 
Cannot Be Repeated 











AWhole Gardenful of New and Better Flowers 


BURPEE’S SEST SEVEN-7 25c-PKTS. 


W. Atlee Burpee Se cama 32, Pa. 
389 Burpee Building < Clinton, lowa 

( Riverside, California 

at these special prices, 

guaranteed Burpee 


postpaid 
time only, the 


good for limited 
Seeds ordered below 
Burpee Giant Ruffled Tetra Snapdragons /2 
Full-Size 25¢-Packet 1/16 oz. 8 oz. 
for only 10¢ for $1.00 i $1.75 
SPECIAL—7 New and Better Burpee Flowers 1808 
t Seed Offe ver Made urpee 
7 Packets, 1 of each, $1 75 Value Ps am $1.00 


. Enclosed is $ 


Zone State 
end Burpee’s 1956 Seed Catalog FREE. 
Big 80th Anniversary Edition 


Giant Tetra Snapdragons, 25c-Pkt. 
Kismet Giant Zinnia—new for 
1956; glowing Persian red. 
Named for the MGM movie 
spectacular, “Kismet.” 25¢-Pkt. 
Nearest - to- White Marigolds — 
lovely miracle mixture. Large 
blooms, luscious pale shades, 
rugged attractive plants.25¢-Pkt. 
Tetra Snowdrift Sweet Alyssum— 
Largest flowerheads. 25c-Pkt. 


BURPEE 
SEEDS 
GROW gar 


Burpeeana Extra Early Asters — 
New erect habit, extra long 
stems, all best colors mixed. 
Bloom much earlier. 25c-Pkt. 
Steeplechase Larkspur—towering 
— like delphinium, up to 5 

, bloom longer. Mixed. 25c-Pkt. 


nei Jewels Petunias—new and 


brighter colors, mixed. 


Everblooming, ’ profuse, 
beautiful. 25c-Pkt. 


$1.75 Value for only 


These Choice Burpee Seeds Make 
A Wonderful Christmas Gift 


80th Anniversary Edition 


Burpee Seed Catalog 


It's America’s favorite Gar 
lion have 
pictures, 


amilies to 
pages, over »00 


etables, many available 


Big $10, — Offer— 
out the Ma 


miu ear 


Special Anniversa ry Gitt— 
I 


a 


ed Ma olds witt ou Bur 


Anniversary If 


1€ send coup ‘ po 


den Book, 


easure Hunt 


used by mil- 


bette garden—142 


many in natural color. 
rld-famous creation the 


flowers and 
Burpee Seeds. 


finest 


how you 


arden me summer. 


ee custome 

pee’s new Ruffled 
vee Catale to cele- 
alre aay a Burpee 


steard today 


Ww  ATLEE BURPEE co., 389 Burpee Bldg. 


Philadelphia 32, Pa. 


r Clinton, lowa 


r Riverside, California 





